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also demean all those who have given
that last full measure of devotion.”

Mr. President, it is my sincere hope
and desire that in the next fifty years,
the Chinese people will truly have
something to celebrate. I hope that
they will no longer be suppressed by a
regime that extracts dissent like weeds
from a garden, but that they will be
able to enjoy the fruits of democracy.

———

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the
close of business yesterday, Thursday,
September 30, 1999, the federal debt
stood at $5,656,270,901,615.43 (Five tril-
lion, six hundred fifty-six billion, two
hundred seventy million, nine hundred
one thousand, six hundred fifteen dol-
lars and forty-three cents).

Five years ago, September 30, 1994,
the federal debt stood at
$4,692,750,000,000 (Four trillion, six hun-
dred ninety-two billion, seven hundred
fifty million).

Twenty-five years ago, September 30,
1974, the federal debt stood at
$481,743,000,000 (Four hundred eighty-
one billion, seven hundred forty-three
million) which reflects a debt increase
of more than $5 trillion—
$5,174,5627,901,615.43 (Five trillion, one
hundred seventy-four billion, five hun-
dred twenty-seven million, nine hun-
dred one thousand, six hundred fifteen
dollars and forty-three cents) during
the past 25 years.

REAUTHORIZING THE NATIONAL
FISH AND WILDLIFE FOUNDATION

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise
today in strong support of S. 1653,
which would reauthorize the National
Fish and Wildlife Foundation. As an
original cosponsor of this important
legislation, I would like to applaud the
excellent work of Senator CHAFEE and
the Foundation to conserve the fish,
wildlife, and plant resources of the
United States.

The Foundation was created by Con-
gress in 1984 to promote improved con-
servation and sustainable use of our
country’s natural resources. Since
then, it has awarded over 2,400 grants,
using $101 million in federal funds,
which it matched with $189 million in
nonfederal funds, putting a total of
over $290 million on the ground to pro-
mote environmental education, protect
habitats, prevent species from becom-
ing endangered, restore wetlands, im-
prove riparian areas, and conserve na-
tive plants. The hallmark of this out-
standing organization is forgoing part-
nerships between the public and pri-
vate sectors—involving the govern-
ment, private citizens, and corpora-
tions—to address the root causes of en-
vironmental problems. This reauthor-
ization will allow the Foundation to
continue its valuable work throughout
the country.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE

Besides being an important link be-
tween groups with differing interests in
natural resources, the Foundation is an
extremely effective tool for stretching
scarce federal dollars. The Foundation
was created by the National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation Establishment
Act, which stipulates that the Founda-
tion must match any federal money ap-
propriated to it on a one-to-one basis.
The Foundation does the Act one bet-
ter. It has an internal policy of match-
ing federal funds at least two-to-one
with money from individuals, corpora-
tions, state and local governments,
foundations, and nongovernmental or-
ganizations. Furthermore, all of the
federal money appropriated to the
Foundation supports on-the-ground
conservation—its operating funds come
strictly from private donations. The
Foundation does not use federal funds
for 1lobbying; nor does it support
projects that entail political advocacy
or litigation.

In my home state of Maine, the
Foundation has invested over $3.4 mil-
lion in federal funds in 109 projects,
generating an additional $6.9 million in
matching funds from private, cor-
porate, and other state sources. Most
notably, the Foundation has funded
projects in Maine to help fishermen
cope with the collapse of traditional
groundfish fisheries, build a program to
preserve Maine’s native Atlantic salm-
on, and protect habitat for breeding
Neotropical migratory birds.

Mr. President, I strongly support this
bill to reauthorize the National Fish
and Wildlife Foundation. Year after
year, the Foundation consistently per-
forms valuable conservation work, not
only in my state, but throughout the
country. Its ability to triple the power
of federal funding for conservation is
unique, making it one of the most ef-
fective means we have for preserving
our natural resources. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting expe-
ditious passage of this important meas-
ure.

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

————
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 10:39 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
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Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has agreed
to the report of the committee of the
conference on the disagreeing votes of
the two Houses on the amendment of
the Senate to the bill, H.R. 2084, mak-
ing appropriations for the Department
of Transportation and related agencies
for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2000, and for other purposes.
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 11:40 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bill:

H.R. 2981. An act to extend energy con-
servation programs under the Energy Policy
and Conservation Act through March 31, 2000.

The enrolled bill was signed subse-
quently by the President pro tempore
(Mr. THURMOND).

At 1:57 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has agreed
to the report of the committee of con-
ference on the disagreeing votes of the
two Houses on the amendment of the
Senate to the bill, H.R. 1906, making
appropriations for Agriculture, Rural
Development, Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, and Related Agencies for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2000,
and for other purposes.

The messages also announced that
the House has passed the following
bills, in which it requests the concur-
rence of the Senate:

H.R. 2910. An act to amend title 49, United
States Code, to authorize appropriations for
the National Transportation Safety Board
for fiscal years 2000, 2001, 2002, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 2436. An act to amend title 18, United
States Code, and the Uniform Code of Mili-
tary Justice to protect unborn children from
assault and murder, and for other purposes.

—————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent and referred as indicated:

H.R. 2910. An act to amend title 49, United
States Code, to authorize appropriations for
the National Transportation Safety Board
for fiscal years 2000, 2001, and 2002, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

H.R. 2436. An act to amend title 18, United
States Code, and the Uniform Code of Mili-
tary Justice to protect unborn children from
assault and murder, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

——————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, which were referred as indi-
cated:

EC-5469. A communication from the Com-
missioner, Bureau of Reclamation, Depart-
ment of the Interior, transmitting a draft of
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