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Megan Smith is a senior at Chesterton High
School in Chesterton. Megan ranks first in her
class of 439 students. She has excelled in
varsity basketball and soccer at Chesterton.
Megan is also active in her church, student
government, SADD, and Chesterton’s aca-
demic superbowl team.

Darlene Turner is a senior at the Emerson
School of the Performing Arts in Gary where
she ranks in the top quarter of her class. Dar-
lene is active in a number of extracurricular
activities at school, including the academic
superbowl and spellbowl teams, Christians in
Action, and the National Honor Society. She is
also involved in her community as a church
youth leader and a member of the Gary Civic
Youth Orcestra.

Dawn Yerger is also a senior at Emerson
School of the Performing Arts in Gary. Dawn
ranks in the top quarter of her class and is ac-
tive in extracurricular activities including Na-
tional Honor Society, Spanish Club, Science
Club, and Christians in Action. She is also in-
volved in The Jesus Club, the International
Thespian Society, and the Delta Teen Lift Or-
ganization.

Congratulations to these three exceptional
young ladies and | look forward to their trip to
our Nation’s Capital.

——————

TRIBUTE TO DR. PIYUSH
AGRAWAL ON HIS RETIREMENT
FROM PUBLIC EDUCATION

HON. CARRIE P. MEEK

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 30, 1999

Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is in-
deed a distinct honor to pay tribute to one of
America’s unsung heroes, Dr. Piyush Agrawal.
The celebration of his retirement from public
education, particularly in his role as Super-
intendent of Piscataway Township Public
Schools in Piscataway, New Jersey, this Sat-
urday, October 2, 1999, will certainly leave a
great void in our public school system.

During the years that | have known Dr.
Agrawal as an administrator par excellence in
the Miami-Dade County Public Schools, he
truly epitomized the preeminence of a caring
public servant who genuinely exuded the vir-
tues of a gentleman and a scholar. | want to
express my gratitude for all the efforts and
sacrifices he consecrated to the thousands of
children and their parents, as well as the ad-
ministrators, teachers and paraprofessionals
working in our Nation’s fourth largest school
system.

He has been in the field of education since
1955. His career has spanned over four con-
tinents from Asia to Europe, to Africa and to
North America. His broad range of assign-
ments included a stint as a United Nations ex-
pert on education, and has likewise served as
a Consultant for the United Nations Develop-
ment Program (UNDP), the United Nations
Educational, Scientific & Cultural Organization
(UNESCO), the National Science Foundation
(NSF), the new American Schools Develop-
ment Corporation (MASDC) and the American
Association of School Administrators (AASA).
He has also served on several prestigious na-
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tional task forces and panels such as the
Presidential Awards for Excellence in Science
and Mathematics, the Florida Speaker's Task
Force on Mathematics, Science and Computer
Education, and the National Council of Super-
visors of Mathematics.

Many of his colleagues admire him for his
leadership in ensuring equality of opportunity
in our schools. At the same time, his forceful
advocacy in adhering to the tenets of equal
treatment under the law for all has been un-
equivocal not only in the halls of academia,
but also in every government agency geared
toward the responsible and productive well-
being of our children. In fact, countless others
have been touched by his untiring commitment
to this agenda.

Dr. Agrawal is the consummate educational
activist who abides by the dictum that those
children who have less in life through no fault
of their own should be helped at all costs in
their quest for mastery of the basic skills and
academic achievement. He has not faltered
one iota in his belief that all children can learn
and can succeed, given the appropriate affec-
tive and cognitive assistance from their par-
ents and teachers. The numerous accolades
with which he has been honored by various
state and national organizations succinctly
represent a genuine testimony of the utmost
respect he enjoys from the academic commu-
nity.

Blessed by a down-to-earth common sense,
he is also imbued with the uncommon wisdom
of subtly recognizing the strengths and limita-
tions of those who have been empowered to
govern over the well-being of others. It is this
quality that endears him to many of his col-
leagues. And it is this superlative rapport that
buttresses his leadership over several civic
and social organizations, which have so wisely
depended upon his vision and commitment.

Presently, he serves as Vice-President of
the National Advisory Council for South Asian
Affairs, a public interest foreign policy group
recognized by the U.S. State Department. In
1994 he was appointed by the then Secretary
of Commerce Ron Brown to the U.S. 2000
Census Advisory Committee on the Asian and
Pacific Islander Populations for a three-year
term. In 1997, he was reappointed to another
three-year term by current Secretary of Com-
merce William M. Daley.

He thoroughly understands the accou-
terments of power and leadership. And he is
wont to exercise this knowledge alongside the
mandate of his convictions and the wisdom of
his conscience, sagely focusing their elements
upon the good of the community he has
learned to love and care for so deeply. His
word is his bond to those he deals with—not
only in his moments of triumphal exuberance,
but also in his quest to help transform our
communities into the veritable mosaic of vi-
brant cultures and diverse people converging
into the great promise and optimism that is
America.

Dr. Piyush Agrawal truly exemplifies this
unique leadership whose courageous vision
and firm belief appeal to our noble character
as a nation. At the risk of being presump-
tuous, | want to extend to him the gratitude of
our community. | sincerely bid him good luck
on his well-deserved retirement and wish him
Godspeed in all his endeavors. He will cer-
tainly be missed.

October 1, 1999
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. XAVIER BECERRA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 30, 1999

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, on September
30, 1999, | was unavoidably detained during
three rollcall votes: number 460, H. Res. 312
on Agreeing to the Resolution Providing for
Consideration of H.R. 2910, National Trans-
portation Safety Board Authorization; number
461 on Approving the Journal; and number
462 on Passage of H.R. 2910, the National
Transportation Safety Board Authorization.
Had | been present for the votes, | would have
voted “aye” on rollcall votes 460, 461, and
462.

————

TRIBUTE TO OHIO CITIZENS
AGAINST LAWSUIT ABUSE

HON. JOHN A. BOEHNER

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 30, 1999

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, the week of
September 19-25, 1999 was recently ob-
served in my home State of Ohio as Ohio
Lawsuit Awareness Week (LAAW). As the
House prepares to vote on the critical issue of
managed care reform, there is perhaps no
more appropriate time to focus attention on
the importance of preventing lawsuit abuse
and reversing our Nation’s transformation into
an overly litigious society.

Ohio Citizens Against Lawsuit Abuse
(OCALA) has been a leader in this regard in
recent years. We owe a debt of gratitude to
the more than 5,000 consumers, physicians,
taxpayers, small business operators and other
professionals associated with OCALA who
have dedicated their time and resources to in-
creasing public awareness of lawsuit abuse
and the need to improve America’s civil justice
system. We owe particular thanks to Dr. David
Rummel, DDS; Peter Beck; Ken Blair, Jr.;
Gerald Miller; and Claire Wolfe, MD, all of
whom are members of OCALA’s Board of Di-
rectors.

In recent years Congress has made great
strides in the effort to reform our Nation’s jus-
tice system and ensure that it is structured to
protect the rights of citizens, rather than sim-
ply the prosperity of the trial bar. Whether the
issue has been securities litigation, medical
malpractice, or the “Y2K” problem, we have
been steadfast in our support for bipartisan re-
forms that seek to restore fairness to the legal
system and limit frivolous litigation. Next week,
as the House faces the highly politicized chal-
lenge of protecting patients and expanding ac-
cess in our Nation’s healthcare delivery sys-
tem, we must strive to be consistent in that
posture.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to offer my con-
gratulations to all of the individuals associated
with OCALA, and to express my strong sup-
port for the cause for which OCALA exists.
Through the courage and dedication of organi-
zations like OCALA across the United States
and the courageous support of legislators who
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