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allow the people of Taiwan to participate in a 
substantive manner in the scientific and health 
activities of this important health organization. 

It is time for the Clinton administration to do 
the right thing, to take affirmative action, and 
to seek appropriate participation for Taiwan in 
the WHO. 

Accordingly, I call upon the administration to 
pursue all initiatives in the WHO which will 
allow these 21 million people to share in the 
health benefits that the WHO can provide. 

I am proud to be a cosponsor of this bill and 
I urge my colleagues to fully support this 
measure. 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of H.R. 1794 concerning the 
participation of Taiwan in the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO). I want to pay tribute to our 
distinguished colleague from Ohio, Mr. 
SHERROD BROWN, for introducing this impor-
tant bill. I also want to express my thanks for 
their support of this legislation the Chairman of 
the Asia Subcommittee, Congressman DOUG 
BEREUTER of Nebraska, as well as the Chair-
man of the International Relations Committee, 
Congressman BENJAMIN A. GILMAN of New 
York, and the Ranking Democratic Member of 
the Committee, Congressman SAM GEJDEN-
SON of Connecticut. 

The time is long overdue for Taiwan to par-
ticipate in the World Health Organization, Mr. 
Speaker. Taiwan, with its population ap-
proaching 22 million people, is larger than 
three-quarters of the countries which are 
members of the World Health Organization. 
Taiwan has a large, highly-educated and well- 
trained medical community. Many of these, I 
should add, are individuals who have been 
trained in the finest medical institutions here in 
the United States. Furthermore, Taiwan is a 
country with extensive economic, social and 
cultural links with the rest of the world. It has 
the resources to make an important contribu-
tion to the activities of the World Health Orga-
nization. It is unfortunate and counter-
productive to continue to exclude Taiwan from 
participation in the work of the World Health 
Organization. 

Mr. Speaker, some five years ago, in the 
1994 Taiwan Policy Review, the Department 
of State agreed more actively to support the 
participation of Taiwan in international organi-
zations, and in particular its participation in the 
World Health Organization. Our legislation will 
help focus our government’s efforts to encour-
age this laudable goal. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in supporting this important piece of legis-
lation. 

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. MIL-
LER of Florida). The question is on the 
motion offered by the gentleman from 
Nebraska (Mr. BEREUTER) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 1794, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill, 
as amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on H.R. 1794. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Nebraska? 

There was no objection. 
f 

CONDEMNING KIDNAPPING AND 
MURDER BY THE REVOLU-
TIONARY ARMED FORCES OF CO-
LOMBIA OF THREE UNITED 
STATES CITIZENS 
Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, I move 

to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 181) condemning the 
kidnapping and murder by the Revolu-
tionary Armed Forces of Colombia 
(FARC) of 3 United States citizens, In-
grid Washinawatok, Terence Freitas, 
and Lahe’ena’e Gay. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. RES. 181 

Whereas Ingrid Washinawatok, a member 
of the Menominee Indian Nation of Wis-
consin, Terence Freitas of California, and 
Lahe’ena’e Gay of Hawaii, were United 
States citizens involved in an effort to help 
the U’wa people of northeastern Colombia; 

Whereas Ms. Washinawatok, Mr. Freitas, 
and Ms. Gay were kidnapped on February 25, 
1999 by the Revolutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia (FARC), a group designated a for-
eign-based terrorist organization by the 
United States Department of State; 

Whereas the FARC brutally murdered 
these 3 innocent United States civilians, 
whose bodies were discovered March 4, 1999; 

Whereas this Congress will not tolerate 
violent acts against United States citizens 
abroad;

Whereas the FARC has a reprehensible his-
tory of committing atrocities against both 
Colombian and United States citizens, in-
cluding over 1,000 Colombians abducted each 
year and 4 United States civilians who were 
seized for a month in 1998; 

Whereas it is incumbent upon the Govern-
ment of Colombia to quickly and effectively 
investigate, arrest, and extradite to the 
United States those responsible for the mur-
ders of Ms. Washinawatok, Mr. Freitas, and 
Ms. Gay; and 

Whereas the United States Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) is empowered to inves-
tigate terrorist acts committed against 
United States citizens abroad: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) decries the murders of Ingrid 
Washinawatok, Terence Freitas, and 
Lahe’ena’e Gay; 

(2) strongly condemns the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC); 

(3) calls on the Government of Colombia to 
find, arrest, and extradite to the United 
States for trial those responsible for the 
deaths of these United States citizens; and 

(4) emphasizes the importance of this in-
vestigation to the United States Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation (FBI) and urges the 
FBI to use any and every available resource 
to see that those who are responsible for the 
deaths of these United States citizens are 
swiftly brought to justice. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Nebraska (Mr. BEREUTER) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. DAVIS) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Nebraska (Mr. BEREUTER).

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on H. Res. 181. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Nebraska? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, the 

distinguished gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. GREEN) and a bipartisan 
group of cosponsors brought this im-
portant resolution before the House. 

In early March, three Americans 
were in Colombia trying to help an in-
digenous group when they were bru-
tally murdered by the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC). The 
FARC, designated by the State Depart-
ment as a foreign-based terrorist 
group, killed these people in cold 
blood. These senseless deaths have 
brought the total of innocent American 
lives taken in Colombia by the FARC 
and the National Liberation Army to 
15.

This resolution will put the House of 
Representatives on record as con-
demning this heinous crime and calling 
for those responsible to be swiftly 
brought to justice. I urge my col-
leagues to unanimously support H. Res. 
181.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Guam (Mr. UNDERWOOD).

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding me 
the time. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of this resolution to condemn the slay-
ing of these three individuals, three 
Americans.

We should be mindful that we should 
not tolerate the murder of U.S. citizens 
anywhere in the world. But we should 
also take this opportunity to remind 
ourselves of the work of these three in-
dividuals, Ingrid Washinawatok, Ter-
ence Freitas, and Lahe’ena’e Gay of 
Hawaii.

These three individuals were involved 
in the work of helping indigenous 
groups in Colombia. It is entirely ap-
propriate that we draw attention to 
the efforts on behalf of native groups 
around the world in this, the inter-
national decade of the world’s indige-
nous peoples. 

While we take the time and the effort 
to call upon the Colombian Govern-
ment to exert all effort to make sure 
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that the perpetrators of these heinous 
crimes be brought to justice, we should 
also take the time to understand that 
the work of helping indigenous peoples 
throughout the world continues on and 
that we need to support their work. 

We need to support their work not 
only individually. And as our hearts go 
out to the families of these three indi-
viduals, we should also remind our-
selves and call upon the State Depart-
ment to continue to support resolu-
tions and actions in support of indige-
nous groups, particularly in our own 
State Department’s work in the United 
Nations as declarations are pursued 
there and in the organization of Amer-
ican States. 

Again, I rise in very strong support of 
this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my pleasure to yield such time as he 
may consume to the gentleman from 
Wisconsin (Mr. GREEN), the author of 
the resolution. 

Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman from Ne-
braska (Mr. BEREUTER) for yielding me 
time. I also want to extend my thanks 
to the gentleman from New York 
(Chairman GILMAN) for his work on 
this resolution. I appreciate their sup-
port very much. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak in sup-
port of H. Res. 181, decrying the murder 
of these three U.S. citizens in Colom-
bia, particularly Ms. Ingrid 
Washinawatok, a member of the Me-
nominee Indian Nation in my own con-
gressional district in northeastern Wis-
consin. Ingrid deserves our gratitude 
and admiration. 

In these times when so many people 
offer little more than words and wish-
es, Ingrid walked the walk. She backed 
up her words and beliefs with construc-
tive action. Time after time, Ingrid put 
her life on the line for what she be-
lieved in, often operating in dangerous, 
treacherous environments all around 
the world. She sacrificed throughout 
her life; and, in the end, she sacrificed 
her life itself. 

She was only 42 years old when she 
died at the hands of terrorists in Co-
lombia. At the time that she was kid-
napped, she and her two companions, 
as was mentioned by my colleague 
from Guam, were involved in an effort 
to better the lives of the U’wa people in 
northeastern Colombia through edu-
cation.

She had a vision, a vision of a better 
world, and she devoted her life to turn-
ing that vision into reality. But her 
work in Colombia was only the latest 
example of her devotion to that great 
vision. She traveled throughout the 
globe and tried to leave, she and her 
companions, each place that she 
worked just a little bit better than 
when she had first arrived. 

She is survived by her family and 
friends both in Wisconsin and in New 

York. But I think we all will miss her 
and mourn her, her and her compan-
ions, because with their passing, we all 
lose something. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 181 uses the force 
of this Congress to decry the murders 
of Ingrid and Mr. Freitas and Ms. Gay. 
It was members of FARC who kid-
napped these three U.S. citizens. It was 
members of FARC who killed them just 
2 days later. 

b 1530
These actions were reprehensible and 

they were intolerable. We must send a 
message today to FARC and other 
groups who would commit brutal 
crimes just as this that U.S. citizen-
ship means something, and that the 
U.S. will not stand for acts of aggres-
sion against its citizens anywhere in 
the world. 

This resolution also strongly con-
demns FARC itself for its actions. 
FARC is a recognized terrorist organi-
zation. It has a horrifying history of 
atrocities, of thuggery. 

Finally, this resolution calls upon 
the government of Colombia and our 
own FBI to expedite and intensify their 
efforts to find and arrest those respon-
sible. We must find them, if citizenship 
is going to mean anything, and they 
must be extradited to the U.S. for a 
trial.

Again, I want to thank the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. GILMAN),
the gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. BE-
REUTER) and the members of the Com-
mittee on International Relations for 
their support, their work, and their as-
sistance on this. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
resolution to honor the memories of 
these Americans, to make sure that 
justice is done, and to protect our citi-
zens abroad in the future. 

Mr. DAVIS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from Hawaii (Mrs. MINK).

Mrs. MINK of Hawaii. I thank the 
gentleman for yielding me this time. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in very strong 
support of this resolution, and I thank 
the sponsors of this resolution for al-
lowing the House to deliberate on its 
contents. This resolution condemns the 
brutal, senseless killings in Colombia 
of three dedicated activists, one of 
whom was from my district. Lahe’ena’e 
Gay was from the big island. We mourn 
her death, her brutal, senseless murder, 
as well as that of Ingrid Washinawatok 
and Terence Freitas. 

My constituent, Lahe’ena’e Gay, was 
the founder of Pacific Cultural Conser-
vancy International, and she devoted 
her life to preserving the cultural iden-
tity and integrity of indigenous peo-
ples. She and her two colleagues were 
on a mission to northeastern Colombia 
to assess whether they might be able to 
assist the U’wa people in preserving 
their heritage in the face of outside in-
fluences, development and exploi-
tation.

As we all know when we read to our 
horror on March 4 that the bodies of 
Ms. Gay, Ms. Washinawatok and Mr. 
Freitas were found, they had been kid-
napped from Bogota and bound and 
gagged and shot to death and dumped 
across the border into Venezuela. We 
have been advised that this was the ac-
tion of the Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia, FARC as they are 
known.

It was terribly disturbing to me, es-
pecially not only because Ms. Gay was 
from my constituency but I had just 
returned from a trip with my sub-
committee, chaired by the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. MICA), to visit Co-
lombia and to hear such reassuring 
words about the progress of the govern-
ment there regaining control of the 
country and doing something about the 
drug trade. And then to come back and 
learn that this terrible act had been 
done is truly a crushing defeat of the 
progress that we had been told had 
been achieved. 

So I am pleased that the House has 
this time this afternoon to consider 
this resolution and to condemn the ac-
tions of these terrorists in Colombia. 

Mr. DAVIS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I would just like to 
close before the gentleman from Ne-
braska does by pointing out what has 
already been said here today, that the 
murder of these three American citi-
zens was senseless, brutal and really 
unforgivable. The FARC has yet to co-
operate with Colombian authorities 
and U.S. officials to help resolve this 
case. If the FARC is going to persist in 
its claims to be a credible player in the 
peace process in Colombia, they need 
to begin by taking responsibility for 
their actions, by helping those who are 
accountable for these atrocities to be 
brought to justice, and to help send a 
message to put an end to this type of 
barbaric behavior in the future. We 
strongly condemn the actions of the 
FARC and recommend for the sake of 
the families of those unfortunate indi-
viduals involved as well as for the sake 
of peace in Colombia that the perpetra-
tors be brought to justice. I strongly 
urge support of the resolution. 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, today 
the House considered H. Res. 181, to con-
demn the murder of Americans by the Revolu-
tionary Armed Forces of Colombia. These vic-
tims of the escalating violence in Colombia 
were from Wisconsin, and I would like to thank 
my colleague MARK GREEN for introducing this 
important resolution. I would also like to bring 
to your attention another situation in Colombia 
that hit close to home. 

This month, we are upon the one-year anni-
versary of the alleged assassination of Colom-
bian citizen Maria Hoyos. Maria was a close 
friend of Dr. Frederick and Ronnie Wood and 
their family that live in the district I serve. Mr. 
Wood told me about Maria’s October 28, 
1998, assassination and questioned how the 
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United States could let Colombia, a nation in 
our own backyard, fall through the cracks of 
our worldwide effort at helping countries grow 
both economically and democratically. 

Maria del Pilar Vallejo de Hoyos came to 
Kenosha, Wisconsin, for the first time over 
twenty years ago as an exchange student. 
She stayed in the Woods’ home and has been 
like a sister to the Woods’ three daughters 
and a general member of the family. Maria re-
turned to Wisconsin several times over the 
years and kept in touch. During Maria’s last 
trip to Kenosha, her son, Guilermo, was the 
ring bearer at one of the Woods’ daughter’s 
wedding. In Colombia, she had completed law 
school and had been elected at different times 
to the Manizales City Council and the Caldas 
State Assembly. 

In Colombia, President Andres Pastrana has 
tried unsuccessfully to negotiate peace be-
tween the Marxist rebels (the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) and the 
National Liberation Army (ELN)). But the 
rebels’ power and influence in Colombia has 
grown substantially by collaborating with Co-
lombia’s drug-traffickers and the money they 
provide. This is a symbiotic relationship—the 
Marxist rebels supply protection for the drug 
lords in return for the money to arm them-
selves against the Colombian government. 

Alarmingly, drug trade in Colombia amounts 
to between 25 and 35 percent of the country’s 
total exports. From this bounty, the rebel guer-
rillas have been able to support their war 
against the Pastrana government. Some esti-
mates put the FARC and ELN control over 
Colombian territory at 50 percent with signifi-
cant influence over more than half of the 
country’s municipalities. 

I am not willing to continue the Administra-
tion’s policy of throwing more money at Co-
lombia if it is not utilized properly through a 
well-designed anti-drug strategy. However, 
both the Administration and Congress have 
been remiss in their haphazard guidelines for 
certification, decertification, and national inter-
est waivers in the anti-drug war. 

Since 1990, Colombia has received almost 
$1 billion in U.S. anti-drug aid, yet cocaine 
and heroin production has continued its steady 
increase. In fact, a June GAO report con-
cluded that Colombia’s future cocaine produc-
tion could jump 50 percent. On top of no relief 
in sight from future drug production, the coun-
try is suffering through its worst recession 
since the 1930s. The economy is predicted to 
shrink further by 3.5% in 1999, and the central 
bank recently allowed the Colombian peso to 
float, creating instability of the peso against 
the U.S. dollar. The growing strength of the 
Marxist rebels and drug trade combined with 
Colombia’s faltering economy and growing in-
come inequalities is a lethal combination. 

I would like to thank the Speaker for the 
hard work he has put in to shaping U.S. policy 
toward Colombia. Through the efforts of 
Speaker HASTERT and other Members, Con-
gress has developed direct ties with the Co-
lombian government and has eclipsed the 
Clinton Administration’s efforts to combat the 
narco-democracy engulfing Colombia. I strong-
ly support the efforts of Speaker HASTERT and 
Government Reform Chairman DAN BURTON, 
who feel passionately about the war on drugs 
and the effect it is having on the Colombian 
people. 

Both Congress and the Clinton Administra-
tion need to look more closely at the problem 
brewing in Colombia before it threatens West-
ern Hemisphere stability. As I have found out 
through Dr. Fred Wood in Kenosha, the grow-
ing violence in Colombia has already reached 
my district, and I want to ensure that other up-
standing Colombian citizens do not meet 
Maria Hoyos fate while trying to maintain a le-
gitimate democracy in Colombia. 

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, Representative 
MARK GREEN of Wisconsin and a bipartisan 
group of co-sponsors brought this important 
resolution before our Committee. 

In early March, three Americans were in Co-
lombia trying to help an indigenous group 
when they were brutally murdered by the Rev-
olutionary Armed Forces of Colombia. The 
FARC—designated by the State Department 
as a foreign-based terrorist group—killed 
these people in cold blood. These senseless 
deaths have brought the toll of innocent Amer-
ican lives taken in Colombia by the FARC and 
the National Liberation Army to 15. As of 
today, 12 Americans are being held hostage 
by these terrorist groups. Moreover, we still do 
not know the fate of the longest held captives, 
Mark Rich, David Mankins and Rich Tenenoff, 
kidnapped by the FARC in 1993. 

I have written to Secretary of State Mad-
eleine Albright to ask that the perpetrators of 
the murder of the three innocent Americans 
who are the subject of the resolution before us 
today be included under the Department of 
State’s Counter-terrorism Reward Program. I 
recently sponsored legislation that increased 
the reward under this program to $5 million. I 
hope that widely publicizing this reward in Co-
lombia will speed the arrest and conviction of 
those responsible for this reprehensible crime. 

Accordingly, I urge my colleagues to unani-
mously support H. Res. 181. 

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong 
support of H. Res. 181, which condemns the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia— 
known as FARC—for the kidnapping and bru-
tal murder of three American citizens earlier 
this year. 

These individuals—including Terence 
Freitas, whose mother lives in my congres-
sional district—were in Colombia only to pro-
vide assistance to the indigenous U’wa people 
in the northeast part of the country. 

Although the FARC has admitted that their 
guerillas abducted and killed the Americans, 
they have refused to cooperate with Colom-
bian or United States authorities to resolve the 
case. 

This important resolution condemns the 
senseless murders and demands that those 
responsible for this heinous crime are swiftly 
brought to justice. 

As we condemn atrocities committed by the 
FARC, we must also condemn the numerous 
extrajudicial killings carried out by Colombian 
paramilitary forces. The cycle of violence that 
has consumed Colombia and claimed the lives 
of these three innocent Americans will end 
only when all sides agree to lay down their 
arms and work together to achieve a lasting 
peace. 

I urge my colleagues to support the resolu-
tion. 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise this afternoon 
to speak about the disturbing situation in Co-

lombia and the kidnapping and murder of 
three U.S. citizens, Terence Freitas, Ingrid 
Washinawatok and Lahe’ena’e Gay. 

As a long-standing advocate for human 
rights and nonviolence, the conflict and vio-
lence in Colombia is incredibly alarming to me. 
Terence Freitas, an activist and student at the 
University of California-Berkeley, was a con-
stituent of mine. Ingrid, Lahe’ena’e and Ter-
ence were traveling in Colombia as guests of 
the U’wa, a traditional indigenous community 
that is nonviolently fighting to protect their land 
from United States and Colombian petroleum 
developers. 

Last week, along with other members of the 
House International Relations Committee, I 
had the opportunity to meet with Colombian 
President Pastrana. We learned a great deal 
about his new $7.5 billion plan for ‘‘peace’’, 
economic redevelopment, and counter-drug ef-
forts. It is my understanding that the Clinton 
administration is expected to ask Congress to 
fund $1.5 billion of the plan, and that the ad-
ministration’s proposal may call for over half of 
the funds to support equipment and training 
for the Colombian police and military. 

I am very concerned about this inititive. At 
more than $500 million annually, this would 
nearly double the amount that our Nation pro-
vided to Colombia’s security forces in 1999. 

Some of you may have seen the poignant 
letter of May 22 written by the mother of Ter-
ence Freitas to the editor of the Washington 
Post. In the letter, Ms. Freitas writes that she 
has ‘‘watched in disbelief that some have used 
the murder of her son . . . and his two com-
panions to justify an increase in military aid to 
Colombian armed forces.’’ Ms. Freitas writes 
that she is distressed that the ideals that her 
son ‘‘lived and died for—nonviolence, indige-
nous sovereignty and justice’’ have been di-
minished by those who support militarization in 
Colombia. 

I am a cosponsor of this resolution because 
I believe that those responsible for the mur-
ders of Terence, Lahe’ena’e, and Ingrid need 
to be arrested and brought to trial. 

At the same time, as we speak out deplor-
ing their murders today on the House floor, I 
also believe that it is crucial to address our 
Nation’s future policy toward Colombia. Any 
plan, with a focus on increased funding for 
training the Colombian police and military, is 
dangerously narrow and counterproductive. 

In order to truly advance the peace process 
in Colombia and create stability for all commu-
nities in the country, we must attack the root 
causes for drug trade and violence of the 
FARC. This requires a more comprehensive 
policy approach to fund the elements of Presi-
dent Pastrana’s plan that support economic 
development, human rights and an end cor-
ruption in the justice system in Colombia. 

I challenge all of us to examine the proposal 
of the Colombia Government with this per-
spective. Ms. Freitas explains that Terence 
‘‘clearly understood that the U.S. military and 
training assistance to Colombia would bring 
more violence from all sides. She leaves us 
with the following message, which I would like 
to convey to all of my colleagues: 

‘‘If our Congressional Representatives hear 
any ‘wake-up call’ following the execution of 
my son, I urge it to be this: Remember your 
high standards of justice and peace by refus-
ing to further U.S. military aid to Colombia. 
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Doing the hard work of peace takes a lot more 
guts than empowering more men with guns.’’ 

STATEMENT OF CONGRESSWOMAN SHEILA JACKSON- 
LEE CONDEMN COLOMBIAN KILLINGS 

(H. RES .181) 
OCTOBER 4, 1999 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise in support of H. Res. 181. This resolu-
tion expresses the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives which condemns the murders of 
Ingrid Washinawatok, Terence Freitas, and 
Lahe’ena’e Gay. 

On Feb. 25 of this year, three U.S. citi-
zens—Ingrid Washinawatok, a member of the 
Menominee Indian Nation of Wisconsin, Ter-
ence Freitas of California, and Lahe’ena’e Gay 
of Hawaii—were kidnapped by the Revolu-
tionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC), a 
terrorist and drug trafficking group fighting the 
government of Colombia. The three were in-
volved in an effort to help the U’wa people of 
northeastern Colombia. The FARC brutally 
murdered the three Americans a week later. 

The resolution strongly condemns the Revo-
lutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC); 
notes the FARC has a reprehensible history of 
committing atrocities against both Colombian 
and U.S. citizens; states that Congress will not 
tolerate violent acts against U.S. citizens 
abroad. 

These American activists were involved in 
humanitarian efforts to assist the U’wa people 
of northeastern Colombia. Prior to their kid-
napping, they spend 2 weeks on the U’wa res-
ervation trying to assist in developing edu-
cation program using traditional culture, lan-
guage, and religion. The death of Ingrid 
Washinawatok marks the first time that a Na-
tive North American women died while per-
forming human rights work among native peo-
ple in South America. 

FARC, a terrorist organization that has com-
munist ties, has a history of committing atroc-
ities against both Colombian and U.S. citizens. 
Established in 1966, it is the largest, best- 
trained, and best-equipped guerilla organiza-
tion in Colombia. The goal of FARC is to over-
throw the Colombian Government and its rul-
ing class. Following the murders, FARC guar-
anteed that the perpetrators would be pun-
ished but refused to turn over the murderers 
to Colombian or United States officials. 

H. Res. 181 strongly condemns the actions 
of FARC and calls for the government of Co-
lombia to arrest and extradite those respon-
sible for the deaths of the three individuals. 
Moreover, the bill urges the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation to use every available resource 
to see that those individuals responsible for 
the murders are brought to justice. 

I urge my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion. 

Mr. DAVIS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, I 
strongly urge unanimous support for H. 
Res. 181. 

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. MIL-
LER of Florida). The question is on the 
motion offered by the gentleman from 
Nebraska (Mr. BEREUTER) that the 
House suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution, House Resolution 181. 

The question was taken. 
Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, on 

that I demand the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed.

f 

EXPRESSING CONCERN OVER IN-
TERFERENCE WITH POLITICAL 
FREEDOM IN PERU 

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 57) expressing con-
cern over interference with freedom of 
the press and the independence of judi-
cial and electoral institutions in Peru, 
as amended. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

H. RES. 57 
Whereas interference with freedom of the 

press and the independence of judicial and 
electoral institutions in Peru contributes to 
an erosion of democracy and the rule of law 
in Peru; 

Whereas freedom of the press in Peru is 
under assault, and the Department of State’s 
Peru Country Report on Human Rights Prac-
tices for 1998, found that ‘‘[t]he Government 
infringed on press freedom [. . . and] 
[j]ournalists faced increased harassment and 
intimidation’’;

Whereas the Department of State’s Peru 
Country Report on Human Rights Practices 
for 1997, found that ‘‘[i]ncidents of harass-
ment of media representatives increased to 
such an extent as to create the perception of 
an organized campaign of intimidation on 
the part of the Government, specifically, on 
the part of the armed forces and intelligence 
services’’;

Whereas the Organization of American 
States’ Special Rapporteur on Freedom of 
Expression has called on the Government of 
Peru to cease all official harassment of jour-
nalists and to investigate and prosecute all 
abuses of freedom of speech and of the press; 

Whereas Freedom House now classifies 
Peru as the only country in the Western 
Hemisphere, other than Cuba, where the 
press is ‘‘not free’’; 

Whereas the Department of State’s Peru 
Country Report on Human Rights Practices 
for 1997 states that Channel 2 television sta-
tion reporters in Peru ‘‘revealed torture by 
Army Intelligence Service officers [and] the 
systematic wiretapping of journalists, gov-
ernment officials, and opposition politi-
cians’’;

Whereas on July 13, 1997, the Government 
of Peru revoked the Peruvian citizenship of 
the Israeli-born owner of the Channel 2 tele-
vision station, Baruch Ivcher, effectively re-
moving him from control of Channel 2, lead-
ing the Department of State to conclude 
that ‘‘the Government’s action in this case 
was widely interpreted as an attempt to pre-
vent the station from broadcasting any more 
negative stories about the regime’’; 

Whereas the Government of Peru has 
issued an INTERPOL warrant for Baruch 
Ivcher’s arrest and brought criminal pro-
ceedings against him, against members of his 
immediate family, and against his former as-
sociates to secure lengthy prison sentences 
against them; 

Whereas the Inter–American Commission 
on Human Rights found human rights viola-

tions against Baruch Ivcher by the Govern-
ment of Peru in this case and on March 31, 
1999, submitted the case to the Inter–Amer-
ican Court of Human Rights; 

Whereas persecution of journalists in Peru 
is so grave that several Peruvian journalists 
have sought political asylum in the United 
States;

Whereas actions related to efforts to au-
thorize President Alberto Fujimori to seek a 
third term in office have raised questions 
about the independence of the National Elec-
tion Board in Peru; 

Whereas the independence of Peru’s judici-
ary has been brought into question since the 
dismissal of 3 Constitutional Tribunal mag-
istrates on May 29, 1997, and by continuing 
control of judicial matters by the executive 
branch; and 

Whereas the Inter-American Commission 
on Human Rights has called on the Govern-
ment of Peru to reinstate the 3 dismissed 
magistrates, enabling the Constitutional 
Tribunal to rule on constitutional issues, to 
fully restore the National Council of the Ju-
diciary’s power to nominate and dismiss 
judges and prosecutors, and to cease the re-
curring practice of overruling, transferring, 
or removing judges whose decisions did not 
coincide with the views of the Government of 
Peru: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the House 
of Representatives that— 

(1) the erosion of the independence of judi-
cial and electoral branches of the Govern-
ment of Peru, the interference with freedom 
of the press, and the blatant intimidation of 
journalists in Peru constitute a threat to de-
mocracy in that country and are matters for 
concern by the United States as a member of 
the Inter-American community; 

(2) the United States Government and 
other members of the Inter–American com-
munity should review the forthcoming re-
port of an independent investigation con-
ducted recently by the Inter–American Com-
mission on Human Rights of the Organiza-
tion of American States on the condition of 
and threats to democracy, freedom of the 
press, and judicial independence in Peru; and 

(3) representatives of the United States in 
Peru and to international organizations, in-
cluding the Organization of American 
States, the World Bank, the Inter–American 
Development Bank, and the International 
Monetary Fund, should make clear the con-
cern of the United States concerning threats 
to democracy and violations of the rule of 
law in Peru. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Nebraska (Mr. BEREUTER) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. DAVIS) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Nebraska (Mr. BEREUTER).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on this measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Nebraska? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from 

New York (Mr. GILMAN) and the gen-
tleman from Connecticut (Mr. GEJDEN-
SON) of the Committee on International 
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