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States. We have 45 border crossings 
with an estimated 278 to 351 million 
persons legally crossing the border 
from Mexico to the United States in 
1998.

The INS, at great expense, appre-
hended 1.5 million undocumented im-
migrants on the southwest border in 
fiscal year 1998. According to DEA, al-
most all of the estimated six tons of 
heroin produced in Mexico in 1998 will 
reach the United States markets. Mex-
ico remains a major source country for 
marijuana and heroin sold in the 
United States. 

The DEA estimates that the majority 
of methamphetamine available in the 
United States is either produced and 
transported to the United States or is 
manufactured in the United States now 
by Mexican drug traffickers. 

According to the United States De-
partment of State, Mexico continues to 
be the primary haven for money laun-
dering in all of Latin America. This of 
course has had incredible consequences 
in Mexico. The Baja Peninsula along 
this end is completely controlled by 
drug traffickers. In fact, this chart 
shows Mexico-based drug trafficking. 
The Yucatan Peninsula is controlled by 
drug traffickers, and different states 
and such regions of Mexico are almost 
totally controlled by drug traffickers. 

I cited methamphetamine, a new phe-
nomenon. It is incredible, but 90 per-
cent of the methamphetamine seized in 
Iowa this year came from Mexico. That 
is from the U.S. Attorney’s office in 
Iowa’s northern district. About 85 per-
cent of the methamphetamine in Min-
nesota, all the way up, it is not even on 
this chart, in Minnesota is smuggled 
from Mexico. The source is the Min-
neapolis Star Tribune, in an investiga-
tion that was conducted there. 

Most of the methamphetamine avail-
able in the upper Midwest is trafficked 
by Mexican-controlled criminal organi-
zations connected to sources of supply 
in California and Mexico that were 
based in smaller midwestern cities 
with existing Mexican-American popu-
lations. The source of that is the Drug 
Enforcement Administration, in a 1996 
report.

Unfortunately, even with all this ac-
tivity, with the trade benefits, finan-
cial benefits, pledges of cooperation 
with Mexico, drug seizures are dra-
matically down. The amount of heroin 
seized from 1997 to 1998 dropped 56 per-
cent. The amount of cocaine dropped 
some 35 percent in the same year. The 
number of vehicles seized from 1997 at 
sea went from 135 to 96, a 9 percent de-
crease.

We have asked for maritime coopera-
tion. We have not gotten it. We have 
asked for seizure cooperation. We have 
not gotten it. We have also asked for 
extradition of Mexicans who have been 
involved in illegal narcotics. 

Tonight let me display a couple of 
folks we are looking for and describe 

them. To date we have not had a single 
Mexican major drug trafficker extra-
dited.

This individual is Lewis Ignacio 
Amezcua-Contreras, and this individual 
is one of the chief producers of meth-
amphetamine in really the world. Re-
cently, despite overwhelming evidence, 
all Mexican drug charges have been 
dismissed. We are hoping that this in-
dividual will be extradited to the 
United States. 

Again, our requests, this Congress 
passed a resolution, the House of Rep-
resentatives several years ago, asking 
for cooperation in extradition of major 
drug traffickers. To date, we have not 
had one Mexican major drug kingpin 
extradited.

We have another star tonight in our 
array of requests for extradition. This 
is another individual that we have 
asked for. This is Vincent Carrillo 
Fuentes. He is a major cocaine traf-
ficker. He has not been arrested. We 
think he is at large in Mexico. He is a 
United States fugitive. This is another 
individual.

There are 45 of these major drug traf-
fickers we would like extradited to 
stand trial, it is the thing they fear 
most, in the United States. I would say 
for both of these individuals, I believe 
there are some substantial rewards in 
the million dollar range, so if anyone 
would like to turn these individuals in, 
I am sure they would also like to re-
ceive the reward that is available. 

United States officials testified be-
fore my subcommittee that there are 
275 extradition requests that are pend-
ing with Mexico. Mexico has only ap-
proved 45 extradition requests since 
1996, and as I said, not one major Mexi-
can drug kingpin. Only 20 of the extra-
dition requests that Mexico has ap-
proved have been drug-related, and 
only one of those has been a Mexican 
citizen. But again, there have been no 
major drug kingpins. 

On November 13, 1997, the United 
States and Mexico signed a protocol to 
the current extradition treaty. I think 
that treaty goes back to 1978. The pro-
tocol is basically the way the extra-
dition would operate, and all the de-
tails.

The protocol has been ratified by 
United States Senate, the other body, 
and is currently being delayed in Mexi-
co’s Senate. To date they still have not 
resolved or approved an extradition 
protocol with the United States. 

Additionally, this Congress several 
years ago asked Mexico for cooperation 
in enforcing the laws on the books. It 
was not a tough request: extradition, 
maritime cooperation. The United 
States customs agency ran an under-
cover operation called Operation Casa-
blanca. This undercover operation was 
the largest money laundering sting in 
the history of the United States, abso-
lutely incredible money laundering. 

Members will not be able to see this 
chart too well. Maybe they can focus 

for a few minutes. Let me talk a little 
about this. Forty Mexican and Ven-
ezuelan bankers, businessmen, and sus-
pected drug cartel members were ar-
rested, and 70 others were indicted as 
fugitives.

The United States informed Mexican 
counterparts of the operation, but they 
did not tell them all the details be-
cause they feared Mexican corruption 
would or could endanger the lives of 
some of our agents. 
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And as we know from history, one of 
our agents, Kiki Camarena, was bru-
tally murdered in Mexico and even 
today some of his murderers and those 
involved in his horrible death have not 
been brought to justice. 

Operation Casablanca involved three 
of Mexico’s most prominent banks, 
Bancomer, Banca Serfin, and Confia, 
and all of these three major banks were 
implicated in the investigations. A 
former senior United States Customs 
agent who led the Casablanca probe de-
clared that the corruption reached the 
highest levels of the Zedillo govern-
ment when he implicated the defense 
minister in this event. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my hope that we 
can have justice prevail in this situa-
tion and next week we will continue 
the rest of the story as it relates to 
corruption in the Mexican Government 
and Mexican drug trafficking. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. MASCARA (at the request of Mr. 
GEPHARDT) for before 5:00 p.m. today on 
account of personal reasons. 

Mr. LAHOOD (at the request of Mr. 
ARMEY) for today on account of attend-
ing the funeral of Bishop Edward 
O’Rourke.

Mr. HILL of Montana (at the request 
of Mr. ARMEY) for today on account of 
medical reasons. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. MCNULTY) to revise and 
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:) 

Mr. LIPINSKI, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, for 5 minutes, 

today.
Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. BROWN of Ohio, for 5 minutes, 

today.
Mrs. CLAYTON, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. RUSH, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. WATERS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. HOLT, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mrs. MINK of Hawaii, for 5 minutes, 

today.
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