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Park business community, and the 
State of New Jersey as a whole. Joan 
has been the main force behind the 
Chamber’s development and growth. 
She has consistently been receptive to 
the community’s need, and has re-
sponded to them under the auspices of 
the Chamber. The Chamber is now a re-
spected source of information, both in 
Asbury Park and across the country, 
for business and community events. 
Without Joan’s unyielding commit-
ment, the Chamber’s development 
would not have been as pronounced. 

Joan’s continued and unwavering 
service to the people of Asbury Park is 
indicative of her love of the commu-
nity in which she lives. Whether she 
was giving out travel information, 
sending out newsletters or organizing a 
business meeting, Joan met every task 
with an unbridled enthusiasm and 
pleasantness that made the community 
around her a better place to live. In-
deed it is a testament to her service 
that New Jerseyans from every walk of 
life from across the state have come to 
celebrate the end of her distinguished 
career.

Joan’s dedication to community 
service has always been clear, and the 
people of Asbury Park have benefitted 
from her involvement. I can think of 
few individuals more worthy of this 
distinguished award than Joan Flatley, 
and I am pleased to extend my con-
gratulations to her.∑
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IN HONOR OF EVA B. ISRAELSEN 

∑ Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, I was 
sad to learn of the death of Mrs. Eva 
Israelsen of North Logan, Utah this 
past week. As one of Cache Valley’s 
oldest living residents, she was a re-
markable woman. 

Eva May Butler Israelsen was born 
October 5, 1894, in Butlerville, Utah. 
She attended Butlerville School as a 
young girl. A diligent student through-
out her life, she was Valedictorian of 
the first graduating class of Jordan 
High School in 1915. I find it remark-
able that just nine years ago, she and 
the other surviving class member, 
Thomas J. Parmley celebrated their 
75th class reunion. In 1991 she was in-
vited to be the featured speaker at Jor-
dan High School’s graduation. 

She attended the Utah Agricultural 
College (now Utah State University) 
where she met her husband Victor Eu-
gene Israelsen. They were married in 
the Salt Lake LDS Temple in 1917. 
After college, she and her husband 
farmed, eventually establishing the 
North Logan Buttercup Dairy where 
she lived for 63 years. That dairy be-
came a landmark in Cache Valley. 

Eva was known throughout Cache 
Valley simply as ‘‘Grandma Israelsen.’’ 
She kept numerous journals and grant-
ed countless interviews to young peo-
ple in the community who sought her 
out for her perspective and historical 

knowledge. She remained active in her 
community and her church throughout 
her life. With support from her chil-
dren, she attended nearly every fu-
neral, wedding and baby blessing in the 
community. She was active in the 
Daughters of the Utah Pioneers and 
blessed the lives of her neighbors 
through her charitable example and 
her Christian life. 

Grandma Israelsen had a remarkable 
memory, often recalling details about 
not only her own family members and 
grandchildren but of the families of her 
neighbors and acquaintances. It was 
common for her to ask her neighbors 
about their children by name, even 
though she may not have seen them for 
years. The residents of North Logan 
will miss that, just as they miss 
waiving to her on her morning walks 
which she used to take back when she 
was a young woman of just 101. 

She and her husband had eleven chil-
dren, eight of which are living. Her 
husband Victor passed away in 1967. 
Her progeny includes 67 grandchildren, 
271 great-grandchildren and 40 great-
great grandchildren. Including the 97 
spouses, she is survived by 483 family 
members.

Grandma Israelsen would have been 
105 years old today. So on her birthday, 
I want to pay tribute to her life and ex-
press my condolences to her family on 
her passing. She was a remarkable 
woman who led a remarkable life. 
Sophocles once said ‘‘One must wait 
until the evening to see how splendid 
the day has been.’’ In her passing, I am 
sure that the community agrees that it 
was indeed splendid to spend the day 
with Eva Israelsen.∑
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TRIBUTE TO JAMES ARTHUR GAY 
III

∑ Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today 
to pay tribute to James Arthur Gay III, 
a pioneer black civic leader from Las 
Vegas. Through his tireless efforts, he 
was instrumental in the fight to deseg-
regate Las Vegas. Jimmy Gay was one 
of the first black hotel executives in 
Las Vegas in the 1950s at a time when 
his longtime friends Sammy Davis Jr., 
Nat ‘‘King’’ Cole and others were not 
allowed to stay overnight in strip ho-
tels.

Mr. Gay was one of the best known 
and respected local black leaders of his 
generation. Among his accomplish-
ments are many ‘‘firsts’’. He was the 
first black to obtain a mortician’s li-
cense in the state of Nevada, the first 
black to be appointed to the Nevada 
Athletic Commission, and the first 
black in the United States to be cer-
tified as a water safety instructor by 
the Red Cross. He also was a national 
record holder in the 100-yard dash and 
an alternate on the 1936 U.S. Olympic 
track team. 

Born in Fordyce, Arkansas in 1916, 
Jim was the youngest of three chil-

dren. When he was just 3 years old, Jim 
was orphaned. Beginning his experience 
with work at age 7 as a house boy, Jim 
developed a strong commitment to 
work at an early age. He moved to Las 
Vegas in 1946 as a college-educated man 
having earned his degree from the Uni-
versity of Arkansas. Although he was 
educated and ambitious, getting a job 
in Las Vegas was virtually impossible 
at the time. He started out as a cook at 
Sills Drive-In, a popular restaurant in 
the area of Charleston and Las Vegas 
Boulevard working hard to prove him-
self. In the late 1940s, people became 
aware of Jimmy’s many talents. Jim’s 
first break in Las Vegas came when the 
city opened the Jefferson Recreation 
Center in West Las Vegas. He was hired 
as the Director and among other things 
also coached football, swimming and 
basketball. His break in business came 
when he was hired as the Sands hotel-
casino Director of Communications 
which was one of the highest posts held 
by a black at that time. During this pe-
riod, the Sands was one of the Las 
Vegas Strips finest. 

In 1941, Jimmy married Hazel Gloster 
and together they raised a family of 
five children, 10 grand-children and 17 
great-grandchildren. Always finding 
time for his community, he was an ac-
tive member of the executive board of 
the NAACP. He also was active in local 
politics serving as a member of the 
Clark County Democratic Central 
Committee and on the executive board 
of Culinary Local 226. 

Jimmy discovered the world of the 
hotel industry and opened opportuni-
ties for many. Over the years, Jimmy 
served as an executive at the Sands, 
Union Plaza, Fremont, Aladdin and 
Silverbird hotels. He earned the respect 
of many for his tireless efforts and his 
love for the city of Las Vegas. 

Deservingly, the state of Nevada has 
honored Jimmy Gay by naming him a 
Distinguished Nevadan in 1988 and a 
few years before, the city of Las Vegas 
named a park after him. In 1985, the 
city of Las Vegas and the state of Ne-
vada honored him with ‘‘Jimmy Gay 
Day.’’ For his civic efforts, Jimmy was 
named Las Vegas Jaycees Man of the 
Year in 1952 and received a City of 
Hope commendation in 1959. On numer-
ous occasions he was named NAACP 
Man of the year. His contributions 
have not only left a lasting impression 
on many, but also served as an inspira-
tion to generations of young people 
growing up in Nevada. Over the years, 
Jimmy helped many deserving black 
students receive scholarships to his 
alma mater. 

It was once written that ‘‘Some peo-
ple walk through our life and leave 
after a few seconds. Others come in and 
stay there for a very long time leaving 
marks that will never be forgotten.’’ 
Jimmy Gay is one of those whose leg-
acy will remain for the countless Ne-
vadans whose journey will be easier be-
cause of his pioneering efforts. Las 
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