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from sanctioned countries. American
farmers and ranchers stand much to
lose by not having all viable markets
open to them.

Again, I thank the fine chairman,
Mr. COoCHRAN, for all his good work on
this bill. T will continue to work for
Montana farmers and ranchers to make
sure they make not only a decent liv-
ing but one that is profitable and ful-
filling.

I thank the Chair.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the clerk will re-
port the motion to invoke cloture.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the con-
ference report to accompany H.R. 1906, the
Agriculture appropriations bill:

Trent Lott, Thad Cochran, Tim Hutch-
inson, Conrad Burns, Christopher S.
Bond, Ben Nighthorse Campbell, Rob-
ert F. Bennett, Craig Thomas, Pat Rob-
erts, Paul Coverdell, Larry E. Craig,
Michael B. Enzi, Mike Crapo, Frank H.
Murkowski, Don Nickles, and Pete
Domenici.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call under the rule has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the conference
report to accompany H.R. 1906, the Ag-
riculture appropriations bill, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are required under
the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. REID. I announce that the Sen-
ator from Connecticut, Mr. DODD, is ab-
sent because of illness in the family.

The yeas and nay resulted—yeas 79,
nays 20, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 322 Leg.]

YEAS—T9
Abraham Durbin Landrieu
Akaka Edwards Levin
Allard Enzi Lincoln
Ashcroft Feingold Lott
Baucus Feinstein Lugar
Bayh Fitzgerald Mack
Bennett Frist McCain
Bingaman Gorton
Bond Graham xc(?onnell'
urkowski

Boxer Gramm

Murray
Breaux Grams .
Brownback Grassley Reid
Bryan Hagel Robb
Bunning Harkin Roberts
Burns Hatch Rockefeller
Byrd Helms Sessions
Campbell Hollings Shelby
Cleland Hutchinson Smith (OR)
Cochran Hutchison Stevens
Conrad Inhofe Thomas
Coverdell Inouye Thompson
Craig Johnson Thurmond
Crapo Kennedy Voinovich
Daschle Kerrey Warner
DeWine Kerry Wellstone
Domenici Kohl
Dorgan Kyl Wyden
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NAYS—20
Biden Lieberman Sarbanes
Chafee Mikulski Schumer
Collins Moynihan Smith (NH)
Gregg Nickles Snowe
Jeffords Reed Specter
Lautenberg Roth Torricelli
Leahy Santorum
NOT VOTING—1
Dodd

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 79, the nays are 20.
Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn having voted in the af-
firmative, the motion is agreed to.

Mr. COCHRAN addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The dis-
tinguished Senator from Mississippi is
recognized.

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, on be-
half of the leader, I will propound the
following unanimous consent request
which has been cleared, I am told, on
both sides of the aisle. It relates to the
further handling of the Agriculture
conference report.

I ask unanimous consent that not-
withstanding rule XXII, at 9:30 a.m. on
Wednesday there be up to 5 hours
equally divided for debate between
Senator COCHRAN and the minority
manager or his designee, with an addi-
tional hour under the control of Sen-
ator WELLSTONE, on the Agriculture
appropriations conference report, and
that following the use or yielding back
of time, the Senate proceed to vote on
adoption of the conference report with-
out any intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I have
been authorized, on behalf of the lead-
er, to announce, for the information of
all Senators, there will be no more
votes tonight.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BROWNBACK). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

————

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to a period of morning
business, with Senators permitted to
speak for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the
close of business Friday, October 8,
1999, the Federal debt stood at
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$5,660,032,556,386.77 (Five trillion, six
hundred sixty billion, thirty-two mil-
lion, five hundred fifty-six thousand,
three hundred eighty-six dollars and
seventy-seven cents).

One year ago, October 8, 1998, the
Federal debt stood at $5,534,496,000,000
(Five trillion, five hundred thirty-four
billion, four hundred ninety-six mil-
lion).

Fifteen years ago, October 8, 1984, the
Federal debt stood at $1,572,268,000,000
(One trillion, five hundred seventy-two
billion, two hundred sixty-eight mil-

lion).
Twenty-five years ago, October 8,
1974, the Federal debt stood at

$4'77,1561,000,000 (Four hundred seventy-
seven billion, one hundred fifty-one
million) which reflects a debt increase
of more than $5 trillion—
$5,182,881,556,386.77 (Five trillion, one
hundred eighty-two billion, eight hun-
dred eighty-one million, five hundred
fifty-six thousand, three hundred
eighty-six dollars and seventy-seven
cents) during the past 25 years.

TITLE XX SOCIAL SERVICES
BLOCK GRANTS

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I rise
to speak about some grave concerns I
have regarding the dramatic and un-
precedented cuts to Title XX, the So-
cial Services Block Grant, in S. 1650,
the Labor-Health and Human Services
Appropriations bill.

As I am sure many of my colleagues
are aware, the Social Services Block
Grant is currently authorized at $2.38
billion, but the Senate bill provides for
only $1.05 billion, a reduction of more
than 50%, for Fiscal Year 2000. In addi-
tion, it appears that the bill would also
accelerate the reduction in transfer-
ability of Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families—or TANF—from 10%
to 4.25%. In other words, not only has
the appropriation been slashed in half,
the ability of the states and counties
to transfer other dollars into SSBG is
also sharply reduced.

My immediate reaction when I
learned about these cuts to SSBG was
enormous disappointment. When I
travel through each of Wisconsin’s 72
counties each year holding town-meet-
ing style listening sessions, many of
my constituents have discussed with
me the value and importance of SSBG
funds in enabling the provision of vi-
tally-needed services for some of our
most vulnerable citizens. I have the
benefit of a very engaged and active
Counties Association to keep me in-
formed about the importance of assur-
ing SSBG funding.

But perhaps not all of my colleagues
share my good fortune in this respect,
perhaps some of our colleagues are not
aware of the value of SSBG funds in
their own states and communities—
that is the only reason I can think of
why these cuts are included in the bill.
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