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WORKING FAMILIES NEED HEALTH
PLANS THAT WORK

HON. SAM GEJDENSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 12, 1999

Mr. GEJDENSON. Mr. Speaker, at long last,
the House of Representatives has passed leg-
islation to inject some accountability into the
managed care industry. Serious debate to re-
form health care in this country was long over-
due. We could no longer wait for another per-
son to die from lack of care or another doctor
to be reprimanded by an HMO for discussing
all available treatment options with a patient
before taking steps towards change.

Right now, we have a system where HMOs
make more money when they deliver less
care. To stop the abuses that HMOs inflict on
their patients and to make health care more
affordable, we have to ensure that patients
and their doctors, not accountants, have con-
trol of the health care system. That is why it
was so important to pass the Patient’s Bill of
Rights. This bipartisan legislation, which | sup-
ported, remedies a number of the problems
with an HMO system that currently values
profits over patient care.

Access to medically needed care, including
access to emergency rooms and specialists, is
a fundamental element of the Patient’s Bill of
Rights. This legislation will also ban gag rules
on physicians and end some HMOs’ practice
of offering financial incentives to withhold nec-
essary treatment. This bill will guarantee time-
ly internal appeals, as well as an independent
external appeals process, when plans deny
care. Finally, the Patient’s Bill of Rights holds
plans legally accountable when their profit-
drive decisions result in serious injury or
death. People need real ways to hold HMOs
responsible.

Unlike the Patient’s Bill of Rights, the Re-
publican substitutes prohibit patients from
suing HMOs when care is improperly denied.
In too many instances, courts are the only ad-
vocate that consumers have in their battles
with multi-billion dollar companies. The health
insurance industry, which makes $952 billion a
year, does not need protection from lawsuits.
When one of your family members dies be-
cause an HMO denies access to proper care,
the Republican substitutes’ only recourse is an
external appeal—that’s too little, too late. No
other industry enjoys such a powerful, Con-
gressionally-mandated shield from liability for
their negligence. By rejecting the Republican
substitutes, Congress demonstrated that it's
time to remove protections for health plans
and focus on providing more protections for
patients.

We must create a better system for every-
one who gives or receives health care in this
country. The people who make America work
deserve health plans that work for them and

their families. By passing the Patient’s Bill of
Rights, we have taken our first step towards
real reform.

———
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Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | want to rec-
ognize the achievements and contributions of
Mr. Frank E. Fiorilli, Deputy for Business and
Strategic Planning for the Army’s Communica-
tions-Electronics Command (CECOM) at Fort
Monmouth, NJ.

Mr. Fiorilli is retiring after 34 years and a
luncheon in his honor will be held on October
27. This will be a special occasion for a very
special individual—one of those talented civil
service managers in whom we invest our faith
and trust to successfully carry out an impor-
tant national security responsibility.

Mr. Fiorilli began his distinguished career as
a presidential intern in 1965. Born in Newark,
NJ, he received a bachelors degree cum
laude from Rutgers in 1965. He has been
serving his country ever since.

The principal function of CECOM at Fort
Monmouth is to ensure that our soldiers in the
field have advanced communications equip-
ment that will protect them and contribute to
the success of their battlefield mission. We
have been fortunate over the years to have, at
Fort Monmouth, highly skilled engineers and
other professionals who develop and procure
this equipment—a critical component of our
military’s worldwide success.

Frank Fiorilli has established the foundation
for the Army to adequately and properly pro-
vide advanced communications equipment for
the “Army After Next.” He has done this with
a combination of creativity and organizational
skill that we should honor and encourage in all
our senior Federal managers. | congratulate
Mr. Fiorilli and wish him a well-deserved and
fulfilling retirement.

—————

TRIBUTE TO DR. D. JAMES KEN-
NEDY, A TRUE CHRISTIAN
STATESMAN
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Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker,
it is clear when reading both the Declaration of
Independence and the Constitution of the
United States, that our Founding Fathers rec-
ognized the important role that God and the

Bible would play in guiding our Nation’s lead-
ers who governed the world. Today, it is be-
coming clear that the Judeo-Christian prin-
ciples this nation was founded upon are as
critical to the future progress and stability of
this nation as they have been in the past. In
fact, the 18th President of the United States,
Ulysses S. Grant, emphasized the important
relationship between the Bible and the free-
dom that you and | enjoy today. He said, (and
| quote) “Hold fast to the Bible as the sheet
anchor of your liberties; write its precepts on
your heart and practice them in your lives. To
the influence of this Book we are indebted for
the progress made, and to this we must look
as our guide in the future.”

Mr. Speaker, there is a man of Christian
faith, a leader within our society today who is
working to remind you and | to keep this same
spirit of faith and freedom alive. That man is
Dr. D. James Kennedy, a true Christian
statesman. Mr. Speaker, when | was elected
in 1994 to represent the citizens of Eastern
North Carolina, Dr. Kennedy presented every
newly elected Member with a copy of the New
Geneva study Bible. In the front cover is a
note stating his hope that we would read and
apply the messages we found in the scripture
to our work and our daily lives—just as Ulys-
ses Grant proposed. Mr. Speaker, | begin and
end each day on my knees in prayer. | pray
for guidance in the decisions | make that af-
fect the American people. In the last 5 years,
| have often reached for the Bible that Dr.
Kennedy gave to me for inspiration, encour-
agement, and a sense of hope.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Kennedy embodies the
ideal of Christian statesmanship. In fact, he
has dedicated his life to celebrate and share
God’s word. In 1959, he became the founding
pastor of the Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church
in Florida. This year, as the church celebrates
its 40th anniversary, Dr. Kennedy is the most
widely listened-to Presbyterian minister in the
world. His broadcast messages are televised
to 35,000 cities and towns across the United
States. But Dr. Kennedy’s commitment to
evangelism and strengthening our nation’s
communities extends well beyond his role as
senior minister to Coral Ridge Church. In
1962, he created a lay-witnessing program
called Evangelism Explosion International,
which is used in every nation to encourage
growth in congregations around the world.

Dr. Kennedy also founded the Westminster
Academy in 1971 to provide quality Christian
education for the citizens of Fort Lauderdale,
Florida. In addition, he started Knox Theo-
logical Seminary in 1990, which now offers
courses in the United States as well as in
Seoul, Korea. Mr. Speaker, last fall | had the
unique opportunity to participate and see first
hand, Dr. Kennedy’s efforts to encourage and
motivate people of faith. Coral Ridge Ministries
is the television and radio outreach of Dr. Ken-
nedy’s word, which this year celebrates its
25th anniversary. One of the television pro-
grams his ministry airs is called “The Power of
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