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This bill was estimated by the Joint Committee
on Taxation to cost $48.7 billion over 10 years
with not offsets. Sponsors of H.R. 2990 claim
that it will be paid for out of the projected
budget surplus, which is based upon the as-
sumption that Congress will abide by the
spending caps enacted in the 1997 budget
agreement. The Congressional Budget Office,
however, has estimated that Congress has al-
ready voted to increase spending by at least
$30 billion over the caps for fiscal year 2000,
which will require tapping into the Social Secu-
rity Trust Fund. | voted against H.R. 2990 be-
cause | made a commitment not to spend one
penny of the Social Security surplus.

Let me make one thing clear—I do not be-
lieve that legislation to protect patients and ef-
forts to make health care more accessible are
mutually exclusive. As a member of the Small
Business Committee, | am working hard to ex-
pand health coverage to the 43 million Ameri-
cans who lack it, since more than 60% of the
uninsured have one thing in common—they
are either self-employed, or their primary
breadwinner is employed by a small business
that cannot afford to provide health benefits.

To this end, | am a cosponsor of H.R. 1496,
the Small Business Access and Choice for En-
trepreneurs Act. This legislation would do two
things: 1) Offer immediate 100% health insur-
ance deductibility for the self-employed; and 2)
strengthen and expand Association Health
Plans (AHPs) for small business owners.
AHPs would allow small businesses and the
self-employed to join together to obtain the
same economics of scale, purchasing clout,
and administrative efficiencies from which
large health insurance purchasers currently
benefit. AHPs will give small employers the
ability to design more affordable benefit op-
tions, offer workers more choices, and pro-
mote greater competition in the health insur-
ance market.

| look forward to continuing to work with my
colleagues to ensure adequate patient protec-
tions and access to health care for all Ameri-
cans.

KANSAS STATE NURSES ASSOCIATION
October 5, 1999.
Congressman DENNIS MOORE,
Cannon House Office Building,
DC.

DEAR CONGRESSMAN MOORE: On behalf of
organizations concerned about health care in
our state, we are writing to ask your support
of the bipartisan Consensus Managed Care
Improvement Act (HR 2723) by Charlie Nor-
wood and others.

It is our understanding that this important
legislation will be up for consideration the
week of October 4. We ask that you support
this legislation because it provides the best
patient protection by addressing these im-
portant elements:

® Allows patients to obtain the medical
care they need

® Protects nurses, physicians and other
health care professionals who advocate for
their patients

® Holds health care plans accountable by
removing the ERISA preemption

® Has a strong external review component

® Determines ‘‘medical necessity’’ accord-
ing to generally accepted standards of med-
ical practice by a prudent physician

® Prohibits gag clauses and practices

® Provides accurate disclosure of costs and
benefits

Washington,

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

Kansans, just like the majority of Ameri-
cans, want strong patient protections from
managed care. H.R. 2723 represents your best
opportunity to provide these protections.
Please don’t vary from this approach.

Thank you,

Respectfully Submitted,
CHIP WHEELAN,
Kansas Association of Osteopathic
Medicine.
KEVIN ROBERTSON,
Kansas Dental Association.
JERRY SLAUGHTER,
Kansas Medical Society.
BOB WILLIAMS,
Kansas Pharmacists Association.
TERRI ROBERTS,
Kansas State Nurses Association.
SKY WESTERLUND,
National Association of Social Workers,
Kansas Chapter.
TERRY HUMPHREY,
Kansas Trial Lawyers Association.

TRIBUTE TO GREG MAJORS, A
DEDICATED INDIVIDUAL

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 12, 1999

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that | take a moment to recognize Greg
Majors who has routinely gone above and be-
yond the usual duties to make his business
and community a better place. He has recently
been awarded the 1999 Sam Walton Business
Leader Award, which honors local business
people who best exemplify the principles of
Wal Mart founder, Sam Walton.

Greg Majors is a driven man who has many
positive ideas for change and improvement.
He is involved in many organizations which
are both business and community oriented.
For the past nineteen years he has been with
Norwest Banks. The last eight he has spent in
Montrose as manager of Business Banking.
There he is revered among his employees as
an honest and likeable man.

In addition, Greg has served as director of
MEDC for the past four years, two of which he
served as president. He has also been the di-
rector of the Montrose Memorial Hospital
Board of Trustees for the past three years. As
if the aforementioned activities are not enough
for one man, Greg also serves on the board
of trustees of the Montrose United Methodist
Church and for the past six years he has been
an active member of the Rotary Club.

Mr. Speaker, as you can see, Greg Majors
is a valuable asset to the community of
Montrose. So, it is with this that | say thank
you to this man on behalf of the people of
Western Colorado for his dedicated service
and | wish him well in all his future endeavors.

TRIBUTE TO DEPUTY SHERIFF
ERIC ANDREW THACH

HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 12, 1999

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
along with my colleague Congresswoman

October 12, 1999

MARY BONO, with a heavy heart to pay tribute
to a fallen deputy sheriff from Sun City, Cali-
fornia. Deputy Sheriff Eric Andrew Thach died
Friday in the line of duty for his Riverside
County community. We send our condolences
and prayers to his family, neighbors and the
community.

Eric Thach was 34 years of age and em-
ployed with the Riverside County Sheriff's De-
partment for three years, since September
1996. He leaves behind his young wife, Eve-
lyn, and daughter, Shana. He also leaves be-
hind neighbors and a community that will miss
his constant self-sacrifice, generosity and quiet
demeanor. And, now those left behind must
pull together to support and strengthen each
other during the coming months and years as
they heal.

“Deputy Sheriff Eric Thach lived his life with
strength and courage. He was a good man,
taken from us too soon . . . He will live on in
our memory and in the many respects paid to
him by the community,” stated Riverside
County Sheriff Larry D. Smith.

Eric Thach’s sacrifice will be further remem-
bered as his name is engraved next to the
names of three fellow officers, also felled in
the line of duty. The marker sits outside the
Riverside County Sheriff's Department as a re-
minder to us all of the selfless duty for law en-
forcement officers assume as they protect the
people or Riverside County—a sacrifice that
we often take for granted. As Madam de Stael
once said, “We understand death for the first
time when he puts his hand upon the one
whom we love.”

The National Law Enforcement Officer Me-
morial, though, says it the best, that “it is not
how these officers died that made them he-
roes, it is how they lived.” Many of us can not
truly understand the latent danger associated
with the day to day routines of our law en-
forcement officers. They put themselves in the
line of danger everyday as they stop a vehicle,
respond to an incident or a suspicious cir-
cumstances—like Deputy Thach. The danger
and violence they face day in and day out is
very real and it is times like these—sadly—
that make us stop and honor our law enforce-
ment officers. We hope that they be given
such honor, respect and thanks always—not
only when life’'s fragile nature is revealed.
Deputy Eric Thach lived his life with this con-
stantly in the forefront and his memory can be
best served by us all doing the same.

Mr. Speaker, we ask that you and our col-
leagues join us today to remember this fine
deputy. On behalf of the residents of Riverside
County, we extend our prayers and most
heartfelt sympathy to his family and loved
ones.

————

BIPARTISAN CONSENSUS  MAN-
AGED CARE IMPROVEMENT ACT
OF 1999

SPEECH OF

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 7, 1999

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
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