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this nut. It is going to be a very dif-
ficult nut to crack, but it has to be if 
it is going to help our farmers because 
right now our farmers are being taken 
advantage of by the Europeans—pure 
and simple. Nobody disputes that. 

It is up to us to try to figure out a 
way to solve that one. I know that the 
more we criticize Europe, the more it 
makes us feel good, but it probably 
causes Europeans to dig their heels in 
a little more, and I do not know how 
much it will get the problem solved. 
We have to find leverage and some 
commonsense way to go about it and 
deal with this issue. 

The leverage I suggest is the WTO 
‘‘trigger,’’ as I call it, the export sub-
sidy trigger. This legislation I have in-
troduced essentially provides that if 
the Europeans do not reduce their agri-
cultural subsidies by 50 percent in a 
couple years, then the United States is 
directed to spend EEP dollars in a like 
amount. If they do not eliminate them 
in another year, then the United States 
is directed to spend several billion dol-
lars in EEP directed and targeted ex-
actly at European producers, the Euro-
pean countries. So that is one bit of le-
verage.

I am also going to introduce legisla-
tion soon. It is agricultural surge legis-
lation, to prevent farmers from suf-
fering so much from import surges 
from other countries to the United 
States. We need action such as that 
and then to sit down calmly and coolly 
to talk with the Europeans, talk with 
the Chinese and the Japanese and the 
Canadians, to find a solution. 

There are a lot of other things we 
need to do to help our farmers. Many 
have talked about the concentration of 
the beef packing industry, and they are 
right; there is way too much con-
centration of the beef packing indus-
try, which is hurting our producers. 
There is labeling in this bill that helps. 

There is one big omission. Seventy 
Senators voted to end the unilateral 
sanctions on food and medicine. The 
conferees disregarded the views of 70 
Senators. They took that out. I do not 
know why. It does not make any sense 
why the conferees took that out of this 
conference report, particularly when 70 
Senators, on a bipartisan basis, said, 
hey, we should not have unilateral 
sanctions on medicine and food; it 
should not be there. I wish they had 
not done that. Clearly, we have to find 
a way to get that passed. 

I will stop here, Mr. President, be-
cause I see a lot of other Senators on 
the floor who wish to speak. But I 
strongly urge a heavy vote for this con-
ference report and in a deeper sense—
because obviously it is going to pass—
calling upon us to back off from the 
partisanship. Let’s start to think as 
men and women, as people. We are sup-
posed to be educated. We are supposed 
to be smart. We are supposed to be 
leaders in a certain sense. Let’s do it. 

Let’s act as grownups, adults, problem 
solvers. That is all I am asking. It is 
not a lot. Over the recess, I hope we 
think a little bit about that, so when 
we come back next year, we can start 
to solve some problems. 

f 

COMPREHENSIVE NUCLEAR TEST-
BAN TREATY 

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, on one 
other matter, although I told the Sen-
ator from Mississippi I would not ad-
dress this subject, I am going to do so 
very briefly. That is the other matter 
before the Senate today, the Com-
prehensive Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty. 

This is a no-brainer. It is an absolute 
no-brainer. It makes no sense, no sense 
whatsoever, for the Senate to disregard 
the views of the President of the 
United States to bring up the Com-
prehensive Test Ban Treaty knowing it 
is going to fail. It makes no sense. It is 
irresponsible. It is tragic. I cannot be-
lieve the Senate will let that happen. I 
cannot believe it because of the obvi-
ous signal it is going to send around 
the world. 

What is that signal? The signal is: 
The United States is abrogating its 
leadership. The United States is stick-
ing its tail between its legs and run-
ning away. It is leaving the scene. It is 
not being a leader. I cannot believe the 
Senate will allow that treaty to come 
up knowing it is going to be a negative 
vote.

I do not know what planet I am on—
Mars, Pluto, Jupiter—to think of what 
the Senate could possibly do today. It 
is outrageous. 

While I am on that point, let me 
speak toward bipartisanship just brief-
ly. It used to be when the President of 
the United States had a major foreign 
policy request of the Congress, politics 
would stop at the water’s edge. Politics 
would stop because it would be such an 
important national issue, and the Con-
gress—Republicans and Democrats—
would work together on major foreign 
policy issues. 

There is plenty of opportunity for 
politics in the United States. There is 
plenty of opportunity—too much. It is 
highly irresponsible for the Senate to 
stick its thumb in the eye of the Presi-
dent of the United States when the 
President of the United States requests 
that there not be a vote on the Com-
prehensive Test Ban Treaty, whatever 
his reasons might be, and say: We don’t 
care what you think, Mr. President; 
we’re going to vote anyway because we 
want to knock this thing down. 

I just cannot believe it. It is just be-
yond belief. 

I very much hope that later on today 
and in future days, Senators will think 
more calmly about this, exercise a lit-
tle prudence, and do what Senators are 
elected to do; that is, be responsible 
and do what is right, not what is polit-
ical.

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
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AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMIN-
ISTRATION, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2000—CONFERENCE RE-
PORT—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
BUNNING). The Senator from Maryland. 

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President, I rise 
in opposition to the conference report 
on the fiscal year 2000 Agriculture ap-
propriations bill. I regret very much 
having to do this because I appreciate 
the fact that all across our country, 
farmers are in need of assistance. I rec-
ognize that it is important to try to 
get some of these programs out to 
them. But I am very frank to tell the 
Senate that I think the conference 
badly overlooked the pressing problems 
which the farmers in the Northeast and 
the Mid-Atlantic are facing. I can’t, in 
good conscience, support a bill which 
simply fails to take into account the 
situation with which we are con-
fronted, a situation which is unparal-
leled.

Steven Weber, President of the Mary-
land Farm Bureau, was recently quoted 
as saying:

This is not just another crisis. This is the 
worst string of dry summers and the worst 
run of crop years since the 1930s. Talk to the 
old-timers. They haven’t seen anything like 
it since they were young. 

Our farmers have been absolutely dev-
astated by the weather we have experienced, 
not only over this past farming season but in 
previous ones leading up to it as well. We 
face a very pressing situation.’’

In addition, I think this bill fails to 
address the needs of our dairy farmers. 
I will discuss that issue subsequently. 
First, I want to address the disaster as-
sistance.

Most of the disaster assistance that 
is available under existing programs is 
in the form of low-interest loans for 
those who have been rejected twice by 
commercial lenders. What this ap-
proach fails to recognize is that our 
farmers have been hit with a double 
whammy. First of all, they had the low 
commodity prices which farmers all 
across the country have confronted; 
and in addition, in our particular situa-
tion, our farmers were confronted by 
severe drought problems, as I have in-
dicated, unparalleled in the memory of 
those now farming for more than half a 
century. Low-interest loans simply 
won’t work to address the collective 
and drastic impact of these factors. 

Recognizing that, we sought substan-
tially more and more direct disaster 
assistance in the Conference Agree-
ment. And the response that the Con-
ferees made to this request—the $1.2 
billion that is in this bill—is clearly in-
adequate. The Secretary of Agriculture 
estimated that in the Northeast/Mid-
Atlantic, we needed $1.5 to $2 billion 
just for those States alone. Never 
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