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The visiting General Marquis de Lafay-
ette observed the original building to 
be ‘‘spacious and elegant.’’

Beth Elohim also holds the distinc-
tion of being the cradle of Reform Ju-
daism in the United States. In 1824, a 
group of progressive members of the 
congregation petitioned for a shortened 
Hebrew ritual, English translation of 
prayers and a sermon in English. Their 
petition being denied, they decided to 
organize The Reformed Society of 
Israelites. It was a short-lived society, 
but when the members returned to the 
congregation at Beth Elohim, their 
practices and principles influenced the 
worship service there and today still 
form the basis of Reform Judaism. Dur-
ing the construction of the new temple 
in 1840, an organ was installed, encased 
in mahogany to complement the build-
ing’s interior. Said to have 700 pipes 
and costing $2,500, the organ provided 
the first instrumental music used in 
worship in any synagogue in America. 

Many members of K.K. Beth Elohim 
have been distinguished city, state and 
national leaders, including early 
congregant Moses Lindo, who before 
the Revolution helped to develop the 
cultivation of indigo. Joseph Levy, vet-
eran of the Cherokee War of 1760–61, 
was probably the first Jewish military 
officer in America. Almost two dozen 
men of Beth Elohim served in the 
American Revolution, most notably 
Francis Salvador who, as a delegate to 
the South Carolina Provincial Con-
gresses of 1775–1776, was one of the first 
Jews to serve in the American legisla-
ture. The blind poet Penina Moise was 
a famous early superintendent of the 
Jewish Sunday School at Beth Elohim. 

Today, Beth Elohim is led by Rabbi 
Anthony David Holz and Rabbi Emer-
itus William A. Rosenthall. The con-
gregation continues to function as a 
vital part of the Charleston community 
and deserves many congratulations on 
reaching this milestone—250 years of 
rich history.∑

f 

BILL WOLFF 

∑ Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize the efforts of a 
group of farmers in eastern Montana 
who pulled together following a tragic 
accident to help the Family of Bill 
Wolff harvest their crops. 

Sadly, the Wolff family suffered a 
terrible loss on September 10, when a 
farming accident claimed Bill’s life. In 
the midst of this tragedy, Bill’s neigh-
bor’s gathered in an impressive effort 
to help the Wolff family harvest their 
grain.

In all more than 20 trucks and 12 
combines arrived in Glendive to assist 
in the harvest. Working simulta-
neously, the combines were able to cut 
135 acres per hour and bring in the har-
vest for the Wolff family. 

Jim Wolff, one of Bill’s nephews said, 
‘‘After experiencing the great team-

work here today, it’s going to be dif-
ficult to go home and finish my own 
harvest by myself.’’ In addition, many 
neighbors mirrored Jim’s sentiment 
and expressed a sense of privilege that 
they were able to join with the Wolff 
family during their time of need. 

Montanans are truly a special breed 
of people—always quick to lend a hand 
to others. It says so much that these 
people took time away from their own 
extremely hectic harvest schedules to 
help the Wolffs, and I commend them 
for it. Their selflessness serves as an 
example of us all. 

I also extend my most sincere sym-
pathies to the Wolf family. As evi-
denced by the outpouring of support 
from his neighbors. Bill was a man who 
was loved by a great many people and 
his loss will be shared by them also.∑

f 

INSTALLATION OF WILLIAM 
GORDON

∑ Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, on 
Sunday William C. Gordon was in-
stalled as the 16th President of the 
University of New Mexico. 

A psychologist by training, Dr. Gor-
don came to New Mexico by way of 
Wake Forest University, and Rutgers, 
where he earned his Ph.D. He taught at 
the State University of New York be-
fore moving to Albuquerque more than 
twenty years ago. Serving as a Pro-
fessor of Psychology, then as chairman 
of the department, he became Dean of 
the College of Arts and Sciences. From 
there he became the Provost and Vice 
President for Academic Affairs and 
then assumed the job of interim presi-
dent. It was during that period, and 
after a national search had been con-
ducted, that he himself was named 
President in March of this year. 

Distinguished and well respected, Dr. 
Gordon has worked diligently through-
out his administrative career to im-
prove the university not only for the 
students and faculty, but for the staff 
and the wider community. He has 
sought to improve both the education 
people are getting, and the way they 
are getting it. The University of New 
Mexico is our state’s largest institu-
tion of higher learning. The potential 
this represents is not lost on Dr. Gor-
don, and we look to him for leadership 
well into the 21st century.∑

f 

TRIBUTE TO SERGEANT MAJOR 
GORDON R. TAFT, UNITED 
STATES ARMY 

∑ Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Sergeant Major 
Gordon R. ‘‘Randy’’ Taft, United States 
Army, a native of Decatur, Alabama, 
who is retiring this month from active 
duty after twenty-six years of distin-
guished service to the country. Ser-
geant Major Taft, who currently serves 
as the Senior Enlisted Advisor to the 
Director of the Defense Logistics Agen-

cy in Fort Belvoir, Virginia, has de-
voted his professional life to sup-
porting the personal, administrative, 
and logistics needs of military men and 
women assigned around the world in 
defense of our freedom. His accomplish-
ments are many and his reputation for 
leading and developing young soldiers 
is legendary. Randy Taft’s selfless con-
tributions to the National Defense will 
be missed, so as he transitions to new 
opportunities, I want to say thanks to 
him on behalf of a grateful Nation. 

Sergeant Major Taft’s numerous 
military awards and decorations reflect 
the tremendous impact he has had on 
the lives of America’s fighting men and 
women. His decorations include the Le-
gion of Merit, the Meritorious Service 
Medal, the Army Commendation 
Medal, and the Humanitarian Service 
Medal. But the medals and certificates 
do not say it all. Like all Sergeants 
Major in their day-to-day activities 
and accomplishments, Randy Taft has 
served as a positive role model for a 
whole generation of the Army’s finest 
soldiers. Whether he was serving as a 
personnel specialist, a platoon ser-
geant, a recruiter, a member of the 
Army’s premier Honor Guard, or as the 
Senior Enlisted Advisor for the 44,000 
person Defense Logistics Agency, he 
has led by example. His greatest ac-
complishments are the young soldiers 
he has helped mold into the kind of 
citizens this country can be proud to 
call our Army. 

Mr. President, I am proud and hon-
ored to congratulate Sergeant Major 
Randy Taft upon the occasion of his re-
tirement from the United States 
Army.∑

f 

SET A GOOD EXAMPLE 
∑ Mr. CLELAND. Mr. President, these 
are difficult times for our nation’s chil-
dren as they watch their peers turn to 
violence, drugs, truancy and gang 
membership. If one were to believe the 
evening news, there appears to be little 
good news coming from our schools. 
But I rise before my colleagues today 
to share with them some good news. 
Thunderbolt Elementary School in Sa-
vannah, Georgia, has been recognized 
by the Concerned Businessmen’s Asso-
ciation of America as violence-free and 
the ‘‘Best Example in America’’ of 
what a safe and drug-free school should 
be.

Thunderbolt Elementary is the only 
school out of the 10,600 which enrolled 
in the national ‘‘Children’s Set a Good 
Example’’ Competition during the past 
12 years to win the national award 
three times in a row. Additionally, 
Thunderbolt has also been chosen this 
year by the judges of the first ‘‘Best of 
the Best’’ competition, which will be 
held just once every ten years, as the 
best of the best elementary schools in 
America.

The war against drug abuse, violent 
crime, illiteracy and intolerance is a 
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multifaceted battle being fought in 
every sector of our community. It is a 
war that ravages our streets and has 
kids killing other kids. Too many of 
our children have become casualties of 
this epidemic. We as a society must 
apply proven, workable methods if we 
are to salvage our youth and rid our 
cities of those social ills. Positive 
counter peer pressure could be more ef-
fective than authoritarian efforts when 
it comes to influencing youth away 
from drug abuse and gang involvement 
and I am so proud of Thunderbolt Ele-
mentary for showing this to be true. 

The work that the students at Thun-
derbolt have done is inspiring and I 
hope that they will be an example to 
other students around the country.∑

f 

RUSSELL W. PETERSON HONORED 
WITH FIRST-EVER ‘‘LIFETIME 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD’’ BY CRE-
ATIVE GRANDPARENTING, INC. 

∑ Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor the lifetime achieve-
ments of a man with truly a lifetime of 
achievements.

Russell W. Peterson served as Gov-
ernor of Delaware from 1968–1972, re-
storing peace on the streets of Dela-
ware’s largest city in the wake of the 
tumultuous 1968 summer riots—as he 
overcame decades of resistance to im-
plement a sweeping overhaul of State 
government. Russ Peterson is known 
to Delawareans as the father of the 
state’s landmark Coastal Zone Act, 
just as he is renowned nationally as 
one of our country’s leading environ-
mentalists.

I will go into more detail of his many 
accomplishments, however, the reason 
I pay tribute to him today is for his 
recognition—not only as a statesman, 
environmentalist and civil rights lead-
er—but as a grandfather! Delaware’s 
Creative Grandparenting, Inc. has 
awarded Russell W. Peterson its first-
ever ‘‘Lifetime Achievement Award.’’ 
Peterson, a grandfather of 17 and fa-
ther of four, deserves every accolade 
bestowed upon him. 

When Russ Peterson was elected Gov-
ernor of Delaware in 1968, the National 
Guard patrolled the streets of Wil-
mington. As he promised, the day Pe-
terson was sworn in as Governor, the 
National Guard was pulled from the 
streets. As a 27-year-old New Castle 
County Councilman first elected that 
same year in 1968, I assure you Gov-
ernor Peterson’s leadership and steady 
stewardship made a lasting impression 
upon me. I am proud to call him a 
friend.

As Governor, he bucked resistance 
and reformed Delaware’s arcane Com-
mission form of Government into a 
Cabinet form of government. He con-
vinced the General Assembly to 
streamline 112 Commissions into ten 
department leaders. It was nothing 
short of a revolution! 

His greatest accomplishment came in 
June, 1972, when he single-handedly 
pushed through the landmark Coastal 
Zone Act, which forever prohibits de-
velopment along Delaware’s precious 
coastal zone. Yes, he’s the man who 
proclaimed ‘‘to hell with Shell,’’ as he 
fought efforts by oil refineries to fur-
ther develop on the Delaware River. 
The Coastal Zone Act shall forever 
stand as a monument to Russ Peterson 
in my State. 

Governor Peterson also signed Dela-
ware’s Fair Housing Act into law and 
appointed the first female to the Dela-
ware bench—Family Court Judge Rox-
ana C. Arsht. And in July, 1972, he 
signed into law a major revision of the 
Delaware Code, which is important for 
what was not included. The Whipping 
Post! From 1669–1952, more than 1,600 
men were flogged at the whipping post. 
Delaware was the last State to elimi-
nate this barbaric punishment, thanks 
to Russ Peterson. 

After leaving office in 1972, Russ 
served as an advisor to Presidents and 
held numerous prestigious environ-
mental positions. He was named Vice-
Chair of Governor Nelson Rockfeller’s 
National Commission on Critical 
Choices of America. Then, he chaired 
President Ford’s Council on Environ-
mental Quality. In 1976, Peterson be-
came President of New Directions, a 
world-wide citizens’ lobby group. In 
1978, he was tapped to be the director of 
the congressional Office of Techno-
logical Assessment. He secured his 
worldwide reputation as an environ-
mentalist as the President of the Na-
tional Audubon Society. 

Mr. President, I consider myself very 
fortunate to call him a friend. I am 
honored that just last week, Governor 
Peterson took the time to write me a 
handwritten note to say he was ‘‘proud 
that you are my Senator.’’ That sort of 
praise from such an accomplished man 
is humbling. 

Russ Peterson, my friend, you have a 
lot of living yet to do and more accom-
plishments yet to come. Today, 
though, we honor your lifetime of 
achievements.∑

f 

NATIONAL SAVE SCHOOLS FROM 
VIOLENCE DAY 

∑ Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, I have 
spoken several times this year about 
the need for our Nation to address ju-
venile violence. Today, I would like to 
commend another group that has 
joined the call to end violence. The 
American Medical Association Alliance 
has designated today as National 
SAVE Schools from Violence Day, and 
I would like to praise their efforts. 

The AMA Alliance SAVE (Stop 
America’s Violence Everywhere) cam-
paign began in 1995 and comprises a 
grassroots effort of 700 local and state-
level projects to curb violence. 
Through the campaign, the Alliance 

has created unique workbooks and ac-
tivities for use as conflict resolution 
tools in classrooms across the country. 
One of their themes, Hands are not for 
hitting, catches children’s attention by 
challenging them to come up with 
other uses for their hands. Rather than 
seeing their hands as weapons, children 
are reminded that their hands can be 
used for hugging, collecting bugs or 
coloring with crayons. 

Another campaign theme, I Can 
Choose, teaches children that they can 
choose their attitudes and behavior. 
Other projects including I Can Be Safe 
and Be a Winner have been distributed 
nationwide.

Using its Hands are not for hitting 
campaign and others like it, the AMA 
is working to call attention to school 
safety and the way children interact. 
Nationally, the AMA hopes to reach 1 
million children by the year 2000 with 
activities that help them manage anger 
and build self-esteem. This type of pri-
vate sector involvement represents a 
key building block in our nation’s com-
mitment to providing a safe learning 
environment for our children. 

Many of my colleagues know that I 
introduced the Safe Schools Act of 1999 
to provide resources to public schools 
so they can remain safe and strong cor-
nerstones of our communities. As we 
move into the 21st century, we must 
adapt our approach to education to 
meet the changing needs of students, 
teachers and parents. 

Although I am one of the youngest 
members of the Senate, I grew up in 
Helena, Arkansas during what seemed 
to be a much simpler time. Our parents 
pulled together to make everyone’s 
education experience a success. Stu-
dents came to school prepared to learn. 
Teachers had control of their class-
room. The threat of school violence 
was virtually non-existent. 

Now, more than twenty years later, 
things are different—very different. 
Our children are subjected to unprece-
dented social stresses including di-
vorce, drug and alcohol abuse, child 
abuse, poverty and an explosion of 
technology that has good and bad uses. 

These stresses exhibit themselves in 
the behavior of teenagers, as well as in 
our young children. Increasingly, ele-
mentary school children exhibit symp-
toms of substance abuse, academic 
underachievement, disruptive behav-
ior, and even suicide. 

Although school shootings will prob-
ably not occur in a majority of our 
schools, each time we witness a trag-
edy like Jonesboro or Littleton, it 
makes us wonder if the next incident 
will be in our own home towns. 

This is a very complex problem and 
there is no one single answer. It will 
take more than metal detectors and 
surveillance cameras to prevent the 
tragedies occurring in our schools. I be-
lieve the Safe Schools Act reflects the 
needs and wishes of students, parents, 
teachers and school administrators. 
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