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Around the age of 28, Patrick immigrated to 

Canada. Patrick lived for many years near To-
ronto, where he farmed and also worked as a 
lumberjack. 

Patrick’s family in Ireland remembers his 
great kindness and generosity during World 
War II. He never forgot his family thousands of 
miles across the Atlantic in war torn Europe, 
and sent many packages of fruit, tea, as well 
as other goodies for the children—items that 
would have otherwise been unavailable to 
them during those adverse times. 

Patrick’s concern for his family is also re-
lated by his sister-in-law Mae who remembers 
the long letters the two would exchange as 
Patrick inquired about the family’s well being. 
Several years after the war, Patrick returned 
to Mullaghoran to visit the Irish Hartens. 

Currently, Patrick resides at the Maynard 
Home in Toronto. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Patrick Harten for a remarkable life on 
the occasion of his 100th birthday. 
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CONGRATULATIONS ON THE MERG-
ER OF PICADA AND DANE COUN-
TY YOUTH CONNECTION 

HON. TAMMY BALDWIN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 14, 1999 

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to offer 
my congratulations to the staff and board of 
directors of the newly merged PICADA and 
Dane County Youth Connection. This recent 
collaboration has been positively received by 
members of the community and civic leaders, 
who recognize the importance of high profile 
prevention and early intervention strategies. 
Such work is far reaching and immeasurable. 
The practice of making healthy choices is cru-
cial for individuals and families in Dane Coun-
ty. I invite my colleagues to proudly join me in 
commending the union of these two exemplary 
organizations. 
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CELEBRATING THE MEMORY OF 
MATTHEW SHEPARD 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 14, 1999 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the memory of Matthew 
Shepard. One year ago, this 21-year-old col-
lege student died in a hospital bed in Fort Col-
lins, Colorado, the victim of a brutal and 
senseless act of hate. I don’t think anyone will 
ever forget the imagery of him being pistol- 
whipped, beaten, robbed, tied to a rough-hewn 
fence and left for dead on a cold October 
morning outside of Laramie, WY. And all of 
this because he was gay. 

It is ironic that his life would be taken in 
such a violent way, considering the fact that 
Matthew wanted to dedicate his life to creating 
a world of peace and promoting human rights. 
He did not die in vain. His death shook us by 
our shoulders and forced us to deal with the 

issue of hate crimes and come to grips with 
the hate that brews in so many people’s 
hearts. A crime motivated by hate is more 
than just another crime committed against an 
individual—it is intended to put fear into a 
whole community whether it is the African- 
American, Asian, Latino, disabled, gay and 
lesbian or senior communities. 

Mr. Speaker, enough is enough. Every per-
son is entitled to respect and human dignity, 
and no person should live in fear for being 
who they are. Our nation is strong because of 
our diversity, not in spite of it. We must speak 
with one voice to erase violence and hate 
from our communities and from our hearts. 
And we must pass the Hate Crimes Preven-
tion Act. This piece of legislation may not end 
all hate violence, but it will send a strong mes-
sage that this Congress will not tolerate hate 
crimes, and that people who commit such acts 
will be met with swift and equal justice. And it 
will renew our commitment to creating an 
America where there is ‘‘liberty and justice for 
all.’’ 
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IN RECOGNITION OF JOAN KRON 

HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 14, 1999 

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Joan Kron as she is honored 
by the Saul Weprin Democratic Club on Sun-
day, October 17th, 1999 at the club’s 42nd an-
nual dinner dance. 

Joan Kron has been a long time member of 
the Board of Governors of the Saul Weprin 
Democratic Club. She is an experienced edu-
cator who has been employed by the New 
York City Board of Education for twenty four 
years. For the last twenty years, Joan Kron 
has been the Resource Room teacher at P.S. 
186 in Bellerose, Queens. 

An alumini of Lehman College, Joan Kron 
earned a Bachelor of Arts in Elementary Edu-
cation and a Master of Arts in Special Edu-
cation. She is currently pursuing a Certificate 
in Supervision and Administration from 
Queens College. 

For the past year, Joan Kron has served as 
the UFT representative for her school and has 
been involved with various union issues. She 
is a passionate community activist who has 
given both of her time and her energy to a 
number of worthy causes. 

Joan Kron is a devoted wife to her husband, 
Barry, and dedicated mother to her daughter, 
Beth, and her son, Jonathan. Beth is currently 
attending SUNY College at Oneonta and Jon-
athan attends Townsend Harris High School. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to join me in ex-
tending my congratulations to Joan Kron as 
she is honored by the Saul Weprin Democratic 
Club for her years of dedicated service to the 
community. 

TRIBUTE TO REVEREND BENEDICT 
J. BENAKOVIC 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 14, 1999 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to take this opportunity to congratulate Rev-
erend Benedict J. Benakovic on the 50th Anni-
versary of ordination into the priesthood. On 
Sunday, October 17, 1999, the parishioners of 
St. Joseph the Worker Croatian Catholic 
Church in Gary, Indiana, will honor its 
jubilarian priest. Father Benedict’s 50th Anni-
versary festivities will begin at 11:00 a.m. with 
a Mass of Thanksgiving at the church, fol-
lowed by a reception in the church hall. 

Father Benedict was born on January 18, 
1923 in Slavonski Brod, Croatia. He entered 
the minor seminary of the St. Jerome Province 
of the Croatian Conventual Franciscans on 
September 6, 1935, and pronounced his sol-
emn vows on December 26, 1945. He com-
pleted studies in philosophy and theology at 
the Archdiocesan Seminary in Zagreb, Cro-
atia, and was ordained a priest on June 29, 
1949 in the cathedral in Zagreb. Father Bene-
dict offered his first Mass on Sunday, July 3, 
1949 in Zupanja, his family’s hometown. 

After one year of military service, Father 
Benedict was appointed assistant pastor at St. 
Anthony Church in Zagreb. In 1962, he was 
sent to the United States to minister to the 
faithful in a Croatian parish. On February 13 of 
the same year, he came to Gary, Indiana, 
where he has lived ever since. The very Rev-
erend Andrew G. Grutka, Bishop of Gary, ap-
pointed Father Benedict assistant pastor of St. 
Joseph the Worker Croatian Church in Gary, 
Indiana. In 1972, Father Benedict was ap-
pointed Pastor, and has remained in that posi-
tion for the past 27 years. 

Father Benedict has never believed that his 
work as a priest was limited to Sunday morn-
ings. Even though he is extremely dedicated 
to the people of his parish, Father Benedict 
has never restricted his humanitarian activities 
to only his parishioners. Instead, he aids as 
many people as he can, no matter what the 
circumstances are. In fact, in October of 1994, 
Father Benedict was awarded the Columbian 
Award by the St. Thomas Council, a Catholic 
fraternal organization based in Hobart, Indiana 
for his outstanding service and commitment to 
the community. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my distin-
guished colleagues join me in congratulating 
Reverend Benedict on his 50th Anniversary of 
ordination into the priesthood. I would also like 
to take this opportunity to commend him for 
his service and dedication to our country, and 
especially the citizens of Indiana’s First Con-
gressional District. 
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TRIBUTE TO CHRIS FINK 

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 14, 1999 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize one of our country’s great veterans, 
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