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environmentally sensitive projects. Environ-
mental impact assessments are also required
by law as found in Executive Order 12114 and
Public Law 99-204. However, while the as-
sessments for insurance and finance projects
are publicly disclosed, assessments on Invest-
ment Fund projects are not. Accountable gov-
ernment demands that these assessments be
disclosed.

| urge my colleagues to support this amend-
ment and shed some light on OPIC’s environ-
mentally sensitive Investment Fund projects.

———

MOVING FORWARD TO PROTECT
ROADLESS AREAS IN AMERICA’S
NATIONAL FORESTS

HON. STEPHEN HORN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 14, 1999

Mr. HORN. Mr. Speaker, the effort to protect
as much as 40 million acres of roadless area
throughout our National Forest System took
an important step forward this week. The
President has directed the National Forest
Service to prepare an environmental analysis
on how best to conserve and safeguard the
roadless areas in numerous forests across our
nation.

While approximately 60 million acres in our
National Forest System remain untouched,
these unspoiled areas have been left unpro-
tected from future mining, logging, and road-
building. Without the development of a
science-based policy for managing roadless
areas, these unspoiled lands may become
susceptible to a wide variety of ecological
problems. Some of the problems include: an
increased frequency of flooding and land-
slides; increased habitat fragmentation; in-
creased frequency of fires as a result of ac-
cess; and invasion of exotic species that dis-
place native species.

On June 18, 1999, 168 Members of the
House joined with me and Representative HIN-
CHEY in urging the President, to start taking
decisive action to protect roadless areas in all
national forests from logging, mining, and
other destructive activities. Over half of the
Forest Service’s 191 million acres are pres-
ently available for logging, mining, drilling for
oil and gas, and other types of development.
These scarce roadless areas provide essential
habitat for fish and wildlife, protect the great-
est reserves of diverse plant life, and offer our
nation’s people an abundant supply of clean
drinking water and opportunities for outdoor
recreational activities. Clearly, these natural
resources must be protected.

While the current moratorium on road build-
ing in roadless areas of the Forest Service’s
lands provides temporary protection from fur-
ther development, future management policies
and protection efforts must be set in motion to
safeguard these pristine areas. President Clin-
ton’s announcement today is a good step to-
ward a national policy that will safeguard our
roadless areas so that these national treas-
ures are not lost, and can be enjoyed by fu-
ture generations. Furthermore, | encourage
the public to take an active role in the devel-
opment of a long-term protection plan. Con-
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gress also must be ready and willing to en-
gage in a constructive and positive debate to
shape a sound new approach to the nation’s
forests.

RECOGNIZING A LOCAL
CHAMPION—MR. JOSH WEIR

HON. JULIA CARSON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 14, 1999

Ms. CARSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
bestow much deserved recognition to Josh
Weir, a senior at Ben Davis High School lo-
cated in my home town of Indianapolis, IN.

All too often we focus on negative stories
regarding our youth while neglecting to praise
the millions of young people across this coun-
try who are eager to face the challenges and
meet the responsibilities and expectations that
society places upon them. Josh Weir is one
such extraordinary young man.

This past summer, Josh won two gold med-
als and one silver medal at the Junior Track
Cycling Championships at the Indianapolis
Major Taylor Velodrome. In doing so, Josh
has earned the honor of being called “National
Champion.”

This honor did not come without hard work
and the support of his parents. His preparation
required him to devote countless hours in the
weight room, and train hours away from home.
Josh’s coach, Gil Hatton, recently exclaimed,
“One very positive thing about Josh Weir is
that his parents are very supportive of what he
does.” Their support is to be commended.

In addition to his athletic accomplishments,
Josh has given back to his community. Josh
belongs to Top Teens of America, Inc., a na-
tionally known service organization. As we ap-
proach the dawn of a new century, young peo-
ple such as Josh Weir will make certain a
brighter future for our community, State, and
country.

Mr. Speaker, though someday, Josh dreams
to race for the U.S. national team and perhaps
even in the 2004 Olympics, he knows that a
college degree represents the ultimate trophy.
By choosing this path to success, Josh is a
true hero.

———

TRIBUTE TO VALENTIN S.
KRUMOV

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 14, 1999

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
extend my sincere condolences to the family
of Valentin S. Krumov, who'’s life was cut trag-
ically short in Kosova where he worked for the
United Nations Interim Administration Mission
in Kosovo (UNIMIK). Valentin arrived in
Kosova on Monday, October 11 and was killed
at 9:00 p.m. local time by a group of Albanian
teenagers who brutally beat and then shot.
According to police reports, Valentin had re-
sponded to a question posed to him in Ser-
bian. Although he is a Bulgarian national, Mr.
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Krumov once lived in Queens, which | am
proud to represent. Mr. Krumov was 38 years
old and a respected scholar who received his
doctorate in political science from the Univer-
sity of Georgia. He dedicated his adult life to
the disciplines of international relations and
economics, going to Kosova to help restore
democracy and rebuild that war-torn land. Ac-
cording to the United Nations, police are still
investigating this terrible and cowardly crime. |
am hopeful that the perpetrators will be
brought to justice soon.

Mr. Speaker, this tragedy only serves to il-
lustrate that although the bombing has ended
in Kosova, the violence has not. The United
Nations has a difficult job before it and must
have the resources to do it properly. Before
this first session of the 106th Congress ends,
| hope that we have appropriated the money
necessary to help rebuild Kosova and make it
safe.

————

RECOGNITION OF MS. CLARA
DAVELER’S OUTSTANDING COM-
MUNITY SERVICE

HON. TAMMY BALDWIN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 14, 1999

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
an amazing woman, one who has bettered the
lives of many people over the years, Ms. Clara
Daveler. As the manager at a senior nutrition
site, Ms. Daveler has been filling a real need
in the community by providing nutritious, appe-
tizing hot lunches to seniors at the Bashford
Methodist Church for over 15 years. Not only
does she serve, prepare, and tidy up after the
meals, she does so with a smile and kind
words, as the regulars, the delivery man, and
her co-workers can attest. Ms. Daveler, a 76-
year-old dynamo, still works 20 hours per
week, and when asked about her job, says,
“We always have a good time.”

This October is the 25th anniversary of the
Bashford Methodist Church’s senior nutrition
site, and to commemorate this special time,
Clara’s co-workers wanted to honor the one
woman without whom it couldn’t have hap-
pened. | commend Clara Daveler for her great
contributions, and | wish her many more
happy years with her friends and colleagues at
the Bashford Methodist Church.

———

FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
ANIMAL PROTECTION ACT OF 1999

SPEECH OF

HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 12, 1999

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, | rise
in support of this measure to protect not only
the animals involved in federal law enforce-
ment, but also the people and institutions
these animals serve.

Under this bill, individuals who commit or at-
tempt to commit malicious acts on federal law
enforcement animals will face jail sentences of
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one to ten years depending on the gravity of
the act. This important legislation will send a
message to any potential offenders that our
police dogs and horses are valued for the law
enforcement functions they serve, and any of-
fenses against these animals will have serious
consequences.

This is a modest step, but an important one
and | urge its passage.

——————

TRIBUTE TO RABBI STANLEY
HALPERN AND RABBI MICHAEL
STEVENS

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 14, 1999

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is my dis-
tinct honor to commend two of Northwest Indi-
ana’s most distinguished citizens, Rabbi Stan-
ley Halpern and Rabbi Michael Stevens. On
Sunday, October 17, 1999, Rabbis Halpern
and Stevens will be honored for their exem-
plary and dedicated service to Northwest Indi-
ana and to the State of Israel. Their praise-
worthy efforts will be recognized at the North-
west Indiana-Israel Dinner of State, as they re-
ceive the Shema Yisrael Award. The Shema
Yisrael Award is given to worthy recipients
who demonstrate their dedication and out-
standing service of Israel and their community.

Rabbi Stanley Halpern, a resident of Por-
tage, Indiana, came to Temple Israel in Gary,
Indiana, in 1988 from Central California where
he served as the Executive Director of the Bu-
reau of Jewish Education in Sacramento.
Rabbi Halpern is very involved in several or-
ganizations, including: the Jewish Deaf Con-
gress, the Gary Interfaith Clergy Council, and
the Interfaith Alliance of Northwest Indiana. He
also serves as chaplain of the Gary Police De-
partment. Additionally, he serves on the board
at the Northwest Indiana Open Housing Cen-
ter, the Bio-Ethics Committee of Munster
Community Hospital, the Liheyot panel of the
UAHC Committee on Family Concerns, and
the CJF Special Committee on Accessibility.
Though Rabbi Halpern is dedicated to his ca-
reer and his community, he has never limited
his time and love for his 16-year-old daughter,
Sasha.

Rabbi Michael Stevens, a native of Brook-
lyn, New York, received both a bachelor's and
master’'s degree in music, as well as a mas-
ter's degree in Hebrew literature. In 1976,
Rabbi Stevens was ordained as a Rabbi at the
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Reli-
gion in New York. Before coming to Northwest
Indiana in 1987 to serve the Temple Beth-El
in Munster, Rabbi Stevens served as Rabbi of
Beth Israel Temple Center in Warren, Ohio,
and of Congregation Rodeph Shalom in Mon-
treal, Quebec. He also served as Interim
Rabbi of Congregation Keneseth Israel in Al-
lentown, Pennsylvania. While Rabbi Stevens
has dedicated considerable time and energy
to his work, he always made an extra effort to
give to the community. He has served on the
Lake County AIDS Pastoral Care Network, re-
viewed concerts of the Northwest Indiana
Symphony Orchestra, composed music for the
Temple Beth-El choir, and has played the role
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of the Rabbi in a production of “Fiddler on the
Roof.” He has served for many years on the
faculty of the Olin-Sang-Ruby Union Institute
camp in Oconomowoc, Wisconsin, and cur-
rently teaches in the Department of English
and Philosophy at Purdue University Calumet.
Rabbi and Judy Stevens are the proud par-
ents of four wonderful children, David, Joshua,
Andrea, and Aaron.

The special guest at this gala event will be
Mr. Uriel Lynn. Mr. Lynn is a distinguished
lawyer and businessman and a former highly
regarded member of Israel’'s Knesset.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Rabbis Stanley Halpern and Michael
Stevens for receiving the Shema Yisrael
Award. Their dedicated service to both the
State of Israel and our Northwest Indiana
community is commendable and admirable.

IN RECOGNITION OF ROBERT
FONTI

HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 14, 1999

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to Mr. Robert G. Fonti as he is
honored by the Saul Weprin Democratic Club
on Sunday, October 17th, 1999 at the club’s
42nd annual dinner dance.

Robert Fonti is an active member of the
Board of Governors of the Saul Weprin Demo-
cratic Club. He is the President and the CEO
of the Vincent James Management Company
where he specializes in Real Estate Brokerage
and Property management.

An alumni of St. John’s University, Robert
Fonti earned a Bachelor and a Master of Arts
in Government and Politics as well as a Cer-
tificate in Public Administration. He is actively
involved in professional organizations such as
the National Realty Organization, the Real Es-
tate Board of Education, the New York Asso-
ciation of Realty Managers and the National
Asbestos Council. As a real estate consultant
to the Town of Huntington, Robert Fonti ad-
vises the Town Board on all trustee and land
use matters. He also serves as the VP of
Budget and Finance for Respect for Law Alli-
ance Inc.

Aside from his professional duties, Robert
Fonti donates his time and energy to such
worthy causes as the New York State Order of
the Sons of Italy in America, the Coalition of
Italian American Organizations, and the Boy
Scouts of America.

Robert is a devoted husband to his wife,
Barbara, and father to his daughters, Barbara
Olivia and Lauren Anne.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
House of Representatives to join me in ex-
tending my congratulations to Robert Fonti as
he is honored by the Saul Weprin Democratic
Club for his years of active service to his com-
munity.
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IN RECOGNITION OF JAMES
CONLON

HON. BOB FRANKS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 14, 1999

Mr. FRANKS of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to acknowledge an admirable and
dedicated resident of Union, New Jersey who
has graciously served his community for many
years.

James Conlon is a graduate of the Rutgers
University School of Law and member of the
New Jersey State and Union County Bar As-
sociations. He served for 21 years as a Union
Township Committee member where he went
on to become Mayor for five terms between
1975 and 1982. Mr. Conlon was an attorney
for Union Township from 1982 to 1993 and
has been admitted to practice law before the
United States Supreme Court.

Mr. Conlon has contributed countless hours
of his time to the younger community in Union,
as well as to the fight against cancer. He has
served as counsel to the American Lung As-
sociation of New Jersey and acted as a former
trustee for the Boys and Girls Club of Union.
In addition, Mr. Conlon has exhibited a strong
involvement in the religious community as a
member of, and advocate for, the Union Coun-
cil Knights of Columbus.

Mr. Conlon is an example of courage, integ-
rity, and commitment through his political, pro-
fessional, and civic efforts to better the com-
munity of Union, New Jersey. Please join me
in thanking him for his years of service and
wishing him continued success.

———————

HONORING WALLACE T. DREW AND
DR. URSULA HENDERSON DREW

HON. LOIS CAPPS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 14, 1999

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
bring to the attention of my colleagues two ex-
traordinary people, who on October 9th were
honored by their community with the distin-
guished United Way Community Excellence
Award.

Wallace T. Drew has had an impressive ca-
reer as a managing director for Revlon, Inc.,
head of Coty Inc. and Vice President of the
local Salomon Smith Barney. Mr. Drew has
also been a driving force in countless commu-
nity service organizations in Santa Barbara.
He has served on the boards of the United
Nations Association of the USA, United Boys
& Girls Clubs, the Santa Barbara Symphony,
Lobero Theatre Foundation, and the Santa
Barbara Arts Council. He was also founder
and Chairman of the Nuclear Age Peace
Foundation and Senior Warden at All Saints
by the Sea Episcopal Church. In addition, Mr.
Drew has served on every committee within
the Santa Barbara County United Way organi-
zation, including Vice-Chair of “Burn the Mort-
gage in 90” Campaign, founding member of
the Endowment Committee and Leadership
Circle Committee, and Board Treasurer and
President.
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