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shall report to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives on the progress made in car-
rying out the commercial revitalization pro-
gram.

SEC. 169. Section 456 of the District of Co-
lumbia Home Rule Act (Section 47-231 et seq.
of the D.C. Code, as added by the Federal
Payment Reauthorization Act of 1994 (Public
Law 103-373)) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(1), by striking ‘‘Dis-
trict of Columbia Financial Responsibility
and Management Assistance Authority’ and
inserting ‘‘Mayor’’; and

(2) in subsection (b)(1), by striking ‘‘Au-
thority’ and inserting ‘“‘Mayor’’.

SEC. 170. (a) FINDINGS.—The Congress finds
the following:

(1) The District of Columbia has recently
witnessed a spate of senseless killings of in-
nocent citizens caught in the crossfire of
shootings. A Justice Department crime vic-
timization survey found that while the city
saw a decline in the homicide rate between
1996 and 1997, the rate was the highest among
a dozen cities and more than double the sec-
ond highest city.

(2) The District of Columbia has not made
adequate funding available to fight drug
abuse in recent years, and the city has not
deployed its resources as effectively as pos-
sible. In fiscal year 1998, $20,900,000 was spent
on publicly funded drug treatment in the
District compared to $29,000,000 in fiscal year
1993. The District’s Addiction and Prevention
and Recovery Agency currently has only
2,200 treatment slots, a 50 percent drop from
1994, with more than 1,100 people on waiting
lists.

(3) The District of Columbia has seen a
rash of inmate escapes from halfway houses.
According to Department of Corrections
records, between October 21, 1998 and Janu-
ary 19, 1999, 376 of the 1,125 inmates assigned
to halfway houses walked away. Nearly 280
of the 376 escapees were awaiting trial in-
cluding 2 charged with murder.

(4) The District of Columbia public schools
system faces serious challenges in correcting
chronic problems, particularly long-standing
deficiencies in providing special education
services to the 1 in 10 District students need-
ing program benefits, including backlogged
assessments, and repeated failure to meet a
compliance agreement on special education
reached with the Department of Education.

(b) Deficiencies in the delivery of basic
public services from cleaning streets to wait-
ing time at Department of Motor Vehicles to
a rat population estimated earlier this year
to exceed the human population have gen-
erated considerable public frustration.

(6) Last year, the District of Columbia for-
feited millions of dollars in Federal grants
after Federal auditors determined that sev-
eral agencies exceeded grant restrictions and
in other instances, failed to spend funds be-
fore the grants expired.

(7 Findings of a 1999 report by the Annie
E. Casey Foundation that measured the well-
being of children reflected that, with 1 ex-
ception, the District ranked worst in the
United States in every category from infant
mortality to the rate of teenage births to
statistics chronicling child poverty.

(b) SENSE OF THE CONGRESS.—It is the sense
of the Congress that in considering the Dis-
trict of Columbia’s fiscal year 2001 budget,
the Congress will take into consideration
progress or lack of progress in addressing the
following issues:

(1) Crime, including the homicide rate, im-
plementation of community policing, the
number of police officers on local beats, and
the closing down of open-air drug markets.
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(2) Access to drug abuse treatment, includ-
ing the number of treatment slots, the num-
ber of people served, the number of people on
waiting lists, and the effectiveness of treat-
ment programs.

(3) Management of parolees and pretrial
violent offenders, including the number of
halfway house escapes and steps taken to im-
prove monitoring and supervision of halfway
house residents to reduce the number of es-
capes.

(4) Education, including access to special
education services and student achievement.

(5) Improvement in basic city services, in-
cluding rat control and abatement.

(6) Application for and management of
Federal grants.

Indicators of child well-being.

SEC. 171. The Mayor, prior to using Federal
Medicaid payments to Disproportionate
Share Hospitals to serve a small number of
childless adults, should consider the rec-
ommendations of the Health Care Develop-
ment Commission that has been appointed
by the Council of the District of Columbia to
review this program, and consult and report
to Congress on the use of these funds.

SEC. 172. GAO STUDY OF DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM. Not later
than 1 year after the date of enactment of
this Act, the Comptroller General of the
United States shall—

(1) conduct a study of the law enforcement,
court, prison, probation, parole, and other
components of the criminal justice system of
the District of Columbia, in order to identify
the components most in need of additional
resources, including financial, personnel, and
management resources; and

(2) submit to Congress a report on the re-
sults of the study under paragraph (1).

SEC. 173. Nothing in this Act bars the Dis-
trict of Columbia Corporation Counsel from
reviewing or commenting on briefs in private
lawsuits, or from consulting with officials of
the District government regarding such law-
suits.

SEC. 174. WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS. (a) IN
GENERAL.—Not later than 7 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of the Interior, acting through the Director
of the National Park Service, shall—

(1) implement the notice of decision ap-
proved by the National Capital Regional Di-
rector, dated April 7, 1999, including the pro-
visions of the notice of decision concerning
the issuance of right-of-way permits at mar-
ket rates; and

(2) expend such sums as are necessary to
carry out paragraph (1).

(b) ANTENNA APPLICATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the receipt of an application, a Federal
agency that receives an application sub-
mitted after the enactment of this Act to lo-
cate a wireless communications antenna on
Federal property in the District of Columbia
or surrounding area over which the Federal
agency exercises control shall take final ac-
tion on the application, including action on
the issuance of right-of-way permits at mar-
ket rates.

(2) EXISTING LAW.—Nothing in this sub-
section shall be construed to affect the appli-
cability of existing laws regarding:

(A) judicial review under chapter 7 of title
5, United States Code [the Administrative
Procedure Act], and the Communications
Act of 1934,

(B) the National Environmental Policy
Act, the National Historic Preservation Act
and other applicable federal statutes, and

(C) the authority of a State or local gov-
ernment or instrumentality thereof, includ-
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ing the District of Columbia, in the place-
ment, construction, and modification of per-
sonal wireless service facilities.

This title may be cited as the ‘“‘District of
Columbia Appropriations Act, 2000°.

TITLE II—TAX REDUCTION
SEC. 201. COMMENDING REDUCTION OF TAXES
BY DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

Congress commends the District of Colum-
bia for its action to reduce taxes, and ratifies
D.C. Act 13-110 (commonly known as the
Service Improvement and Fiscal Year 2000
Budget Support Act of 1999).

SEC. 202. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

Nothing in this title may be construed to
limit the ability of the Council of the Dis-
trict of Columbia to amend or repeal any
provision of law described in this title.

———

NOTICES OF HEARINGS
SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATIONAL PARKS, HISTORIC
PRESERVATION, AND RECREATION

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, I would
like to announce for the information of
the Senate and the public that the
hearing originally scheduled for Tues-
day, October 19, 1999 at 2:30 p.m. before
the Subcommittee on National Parks,
Historic Preservation, and Recreation
of the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources has been rescheduled
for Thursday, October 21, 1999 at 2:00
p.m. in room SD-366 of the Dirksen
Senate Office Building in Washington,
DC.

For further information, please con-
tact Jim O’Toole or Cassie Sheldon of
the committee staff at (202) 224-6969.

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President, I
would like to announce that the Senate
Committee on Indian Affairs will meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, October 20, 1999 at 9:30 a.m.
to mark up pending legislation to be
followed by a hearing on Indian Res-
ervation Roads and the Transportation
Equity Act in the 21st Century (TEA-
21).

The hearing will be held in room 485,
Russell Senate Offfice Building.

Please direct any inquiries to com-
mittee staff at 202/224-2251.

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
wish to announce that the Committee
on Rules and Administration will meet
on Wednesday, October 20, 1999, at 9:30
a.m. in Room SR-301 Russell Senate
Office Building, to receive testimony
on the operations of the Architect of
the Capitol.

For further information concerning
this meeting, please contact May Suit
Jones at the Rules Committee on 4-
6352.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON WATER AND POWER

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. President,
I would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that S. 1723, ““A bill to establish a pro-
gram to authorize the Secretary of the
Interior to plan, design, and construct
facilities to mitigate impacts associ-
ated with irrigation system water di-
versions by local governmental entities
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in the Pacific Ocean drainage of the
States of Oregon, Washington, Mon-
tana, and Idaho,” has been added to the
agenda of the hearing that is scheduled
for Wednesday, October 20, 1999 at 2:30
p.m. in room SD-366 of the Dirksen
Senate Office Building in Washington,
DC.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record should send two
copies of their testimony to the Sub-
committee on Water and Power, Com-
mittee on Emnergy and Natural Re-
sources, United States Senate, 364
Dirksen Senate Office Building, Wash-
ington, DC, 20510-6150.

For further information, please call
Kristin Phillips, Staff Assistant, or
Colleen Deegan, Counsel, at (202) 224-
8115.

—————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Foreign Relations be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Friday, October 15, 1999, at 10 a.m.
to hold a hearing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT OF GOVERNMENT
MANAGEMENT, RESTRUCTURING AND THE DIS-
TRICT OF COLUMBIA
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Governmental

Affairs Committee Subcommittee on

Oversight of Government Management,

Restructuring and the District of Co-

lumbia be permitted to meet on Fri-

day, October 15, 1999 at 9:00 am. for a

hearing on Quality Management at the

Federal Level.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO GIRL SCOUT GOLD
AWARD RECIPIENTS

e Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, today I
would like to salute five outstanding
young women who have been honored
with the Girl Scout Gold Awards by the
Abnaki Girl Scout Council in Brewer,
ME. The are Jodie Comer, Kaitlin Cof-
fin, Jessie Mellott, Sara Agouab, and
Michelle McLaughlin. These young
women will receive their award at a
ceremony this Sunday, October 17.

The Girl Scout Gold Award is the
highest achievement award in U.S. Girl
Scouting and it symbolizes outstanding
accomplishments in the areas of lead-
ership, community service, career
planning, and personal development.

In having this honor bestowed upon
them, Jodie, Kaitlin, Jessie, Sara, and
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Michelle have shown that they are
dedicated and committed to these
qualities, and, just as important, that
they enjoy what they are doing. For
their parents, family and friends, this
is a proud moment—and, as a Mainer, I
share this feeling.

To reach this goal a Girl Scout must
earn four interest project patches, the
Career Exploration Pin, the Senior Girl
Scout Leadership Award, and the Sen-
ior Girl Scout Challenge, as well as de-
sign and implement a Girl Scout Gold
Award project. A plan for fulfilling
these requirements is created by the
Senior Girl Scout and is carried out
through close cooperation between the
girl and an adult Girl Scout volunteer.
All of the girls throughout the United
States who have earned this award
have fulfilled a personal goal which
will benefit them in the years to come.

For their project, Jodie Comer,
Michelle McLaughlin, and Sara Agouab
researched, designed, and produced a
booklet on auto care and maintenance
for women. In addition, they put on an
auto care workshop for cadette and
senior Girl Scouts. Kaitlin Coffin and
Jessie Mellott produced a video to help
recruit and retain younger girls in Girl
Scouting.

I have always been, and will continue
to be, supportive of the Girl Scouts and
recognize the important values that it
instills in young people, such as serv-
ice, honesty and leadership. By helping
to form the character of young women,
the Girl Scouts makes a lasting con-
tribution on the lives of people
throughout Maine and the United
States.

I know that my Senate colleagues
join me in offering my congratulations
to these young women for what they
have accomplished. This prestigious
award is a testament to their convic-
tions and individual commitment to
serve those in their community for the
betterment of society.e

——
TEENAGE TRAGEDY

e Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, the city
of Detroit is grieving over the loss of
Cody High School sophomore Darryl
Towns, who was fatally shot just days
before his sixteenth birthday. Darryl
was murdered in his own backyard over
a minor dispute that eventually turned
into a major tragedy. What started off
as a fist fight between life long friends
ended up in murder: three fatal shots
with a semiautomatic pistol.

Now, Darryl’s community is left in
shock as they grieve over the ‘‘foolish”
and ‘‘senseless’” death of their friend,
known among many as a ‘‘respectful,”
“responsible’” young man. Friends and
parents are forced to ask the troubling
question: If a person like Darryl, who
stayed out of trouble, isn’t safe from
gun violence, who among our teens is
safe? Unfortunately, there is no one
who can answer that question or pre-
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dict the future. Yet, common sense
tells us that the widespread prolifera-
tion of guns will only result in addi-
tional tragedies like Darryl’s.

I urge my colleagues to take up a
meaningful debate on gun safety and
end the easy access to weapons that re-
sults in the destruction of so many
young lives. I submit for the RECORD a
letter printed in the Detroit Free
Press, written to Darryl’s mother, An-
nette Towns, expressing sympathy over
such a difficult loss.

The letter follows.

[From the Detroit Free Press, Sept. 15, 1999]
MOTHERS: TEACH SONS ABOUT LOVE, GUNS
(By Kim Kingston)

Darryl Towns, 15, died senselessly and
tragically on Sept. 9 (‘‘Slaying questioned:
One teen in custody is a childhood friend,”
Sept. 11). Many of us knew of him only as
‘‘the baby.” Most of us knew him through
the stories from a mother’s heart—of trials
and tribulations, and the joys and challenges
of trying to raise a son up right.

Some of us knew only his voice, as it
changed over the years from that of a soft-
spoken boy to that of a man, calling his
mom every evening at work, just to check
in. His mama was always saying with a glit-
ter of pride in her eye: ‘“He’s such a good and
responsible boy.” Fifteen years of love and
dedication were ripped away in an instant by
a senseless act, so very irreversible.

For every mother of every son, teach your
sons the magnitude of a mother’s love, and
how guns lead to the destruction of so many
lives—but none so insurmountable as that of
a mother’s anguish at the loss of her son.

Guns have no place in untrained hands—
your hand or my hands—let alone in the
emotionally charged squabbles of teenaged
boys. The only ones powerful enough to stop
it are the young men themselves—young
men like Darryl, who stood apart from some
of his peers. He didn’t carry a gun. He tried
to do what was right.

If his death could change the heart of just
one boy, then he would not have died in vain.

To Annette, his Mother: We, your friends
at work, want to thank you for sharing a
part of your dear son with us through your
eyes.

To Darryl, forever ‘‘Mama’s Baby’: We
dedicate you to a better, safer place in the
loving arms of your Creator.e

———

U.S. JUNIOR CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE

e Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, each week,
each of us meets with dozens, even
hundreds, of constituents from our
home States. For some States, thou-
sands of constituents will travel to
Washington to advocate positions on
issues of concern. Being a Senator rep-
resenting a sparsely populated States
means meeting with everyone of those
constituents who visits the Capitol. It
is always good to see the folks from
home.

Two weeks ago was old home week
for me. It was a special time for me to
reminisce about my service in the Jay-
cees. The Jaycees—now called the
United States Junior Chamber of Com-
merce—State presidents held a meet-
ing in the Nations’ Capitol to talk
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