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Persons with AIDS (HOPWA) to $232 million, 
and increased the funding by $45 million for 
programs to prevent homelessness and assist 
homeless individuals. While these increases 
will prove useful, we all recognize that the 
need for Section 8, public housing, HOPWA, 
and homelessness are significantly greater. 
For example, the Administration’s budget re-
quested 100,000 Section vouchers, and this 
bill falls far short. In many cities, the waiting 
lists for Section 8 and public housing apart-
ments are many years long and in some 
cases closed. Individuals living with AIDS 
need supportive housing services and despite 
this bill’s increased funding, it falls short of 
President Clinton’s request. 

I was disappointed that the Republican 
House leadership initially had cut housing as-
sistance to low-income Americans. It does not 
make sense to cut funding to assist homeless 
persons, the working poor, and persons with 
AIDS. We should not cut community develop-
ment programs that revitalize impoverished 
neighborhoods and produce new affordable 
housing. I remain disappointed, but support 
this revised legislation. 

It is significant that the conference decided 
to fund $20 million for the Clinton-Gore Amer-
ica’s Private Investment Companies Initiative 
(APIC). I hope my colleagues will take the 
next step and pass legislation as soon as pos-
sible to authorize this needed initiative. APIC 
will leverage this $20 million and stimulate in-
vestments of approximately $550 million in pri-
vate issued, government guaranteed loans 
and an additional $275 million in private equity 
capital. 

The Community Builders program has pro-
vided HUD and America’s communities with 
capable public servants responsive to local 
needs. These community builders have suc-
cessfully staffed many locally driven projects 
and helped streamline HUD services. Their 
work should be commended. 

Despite the accomplishments of this bill, mil-
lions of Americans still pay more than half 
their income for rent and too many Americans 
remain homeless. This improved bill is a step 
in the proper direction and will address some 
of these problems. Nonetheless, more steps 
are needed. I commend Secretary Cuomo for 
his leadership on these important housing 
issues. I hope future budgets will provide more 
funding to help low-income Americans obtain 
affordable housing. 
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to ask that we pause for 
a moment in honor of one of the finest people 
that I have ever had the pleasure of knowing. 
Charles Bloomfield was a dedicated family 
man, a hard working rancher and a model 
American. He gave selflessly to provide for his 
family and to help his community. 

Charles joined the United States Army dur-
ing World War II and after he returned from 

fearless duty, he married Dorothy Parkes in 
1946. Together they had two children, Anne 
and Edward. 

In 1949 Charles and his wife bought a 
beautiful ranch in Meeker, Colorado where 
Charles truly enjoyed working the land and 
raising cattle. He was a man of tradition, old 
fashioned in his ranching methods, which he 
maintained until just one week before his 
death. 

Charles Bloomfield, aside from working long 
days on his ranch, gave greatly of his time to 
many community organizations. In 1946 he 
was named Water Commissioner, a position 
that he held for ten years. In the mid-1960’s 
he was County Commissioner and he served 
as the Republican Committee chairman for 
many years. Charles was also very involved in 
his church, the American Legion and Rio Blan-
co Lodge #80, AF&AM where he was Past 
Master and lodge secretary for more than 30 
years. 

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I pay tribute 
to the life of Charles Bloomfield. I wish that 
everyone could have had the pleasure of 
knowing and learning from this man what I 
did. He was a great American and friend. 
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Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
call my colleague’s attention to the role of 
women-owned businesses in our economy, 
particularly in my home State of California. It 
is with great pride that I recognize California 
as No. 1—both in the number of women entre-
preneurs and as the fastest growing state for 
women minority entrepreneurs. 

Representing these women in the Business 
Women’s Network (BWN), a giant network of 
2,300 women’s associations representing 32 
million women. I have joined in the BWN’s 
newly formed congressional committee, spear-
headed by Chris Warnke and Robin Read, to 
support businesswomen throughout the United 
States, and I want to recognize the BWN for 
its outstanding record in uniting business-
women. 

The entire nation will be watching the Inter-
national Summit of the Business Women’s 
Network on October 18 and 19, 1999, where 
women from over 90 countries and from 48 
states will come together in celebration of the 
more than 9 million women entrepreneurs 
today, of which 1.1 million are minorities. 

The female labor force is making great 
strides. The Bureau of Labor Statistics has 
projected that 72 million women will be work-
ing by the year 2005, representing 63 percent 
of women 16 and older. As the decade draws 
to an end and a new millennium approaches, 
I want to recognize women entrepreneurs as 
the fastest growing segment in our economy. 

Congratulations to the Business Women’s 
Network on the occasion of their International 
Summit. 
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 18, 1999 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Yves Colon and Garry 
Pierre-Pierre, two budding young Haitian- 
American journalists who will launch, later this 
week, a new weekly newspaper, The Haitian 
Times. These two veterans of big city news-
papers, Mr. Colon, a Miami Herald editor and 
reporter on leave from the paper, and Mr. 
Pierre-Pierre, a former New York Times re-
porter, have both taken a leap of faith to 
launch this new venture which is set to hit 
newsstands in Miami-Dade County, New York 
City and Port-au-Prince on October 20, 1999. 

I commend Mr. Colon and Mr. Pierre-Pierre 
on their new venture. It’s certainly an idea 
who’s time has come. May The Haitian Times 
be around for many years to come. 

I enter into the RECORD the attached news 
article from the Miami Herald announcing the 
launch of the Haitian Times. 

JOURNALISTS LAUNCH VOICE FOR U.S. 
HAITIANS 

(By Curtis Morgan) 
Their numbers are substantial and grow-

ing—some 300,000 in South Florida and twice 
that in New York City. Yet Haitian-Ameri-
cans remain an often overlooked ethnic 
group, registering only faintly on main-
stream media radar. 

Two journalists, both Haitian-born vet-
erans of big city American newsrooms, hope 
to change that with a small but ambitious 
weekly newspaper, The Haitian Times, 
scheduled to hit stands in Miami-Dade Coun-
ty, New York City and Port-au-Prince on 
Oct. 20. 

While there are already two well-estab-
lished stateside papers covering Haiti, this 
one is designed with significant differences, 
said Yves Colon, a Herald reporter and editor 
taking leave to serve as editor. For one, its 
voice will be in English not French or Creole. 

The target audience, said publisher Garry 
Pierre-Pierre, a former New York Times and 
Sun-Sentinel reporter, are people not unlike 
himself and Colon: Of Haitian heritage, edu-
cated or raised in the States, fluent in all 
things American. 

‘‘It is the quintessential Haitian-American, 
a person who really wants to be Haitian but 
is also very much part of the other world,’’ 
Pierre said. Thus, the message in the mast-
head, ‘‘Bridging The Gap.’’ 

While potential readers are reserving judg-
ment until they see the product, some be-
lieve the paper, if it succeeds, could be a so-
cial milestone. 

‘‘I think this is going to fill a vacuum,’’ 
said Jan Mapou, director of Sosyete 
Koukouy, a Miami-Dade organization that 
mounts cultural and arts shows. The two 
major existing papers stateside—Haiti En 
Marche, published in Miami, and New York- 
based Haiti Observateur—are both mostly 
French, with limited English and Creole. 
Mapou writes Haiti En Marche’s lone Creole 
page, a column about cultural events. 

‘‘Having a newspaper for the Haitian com-
munity in English, that will cover the whole 
community,’’ he said. ‘‘We have so many 
kids that are disconnected with what’s going 
on in Haiti and the community.’’ 
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