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education at the University of Ala-
bama, receiving his undergraduate de-
gree in 1960, and his law degree in 1963. 
Jimmy’s innate industriousness and 
work ethic were tailor-made for his 
chosen profession. Jimmy quickly de-
veloped a reputation as an outstanding 
criminal defense attorney and success-
ful domestic relations lawyer. Joining 
the firm of Malone, Malone and Steel 
directly out of law school, he soon was 
made partner and ultimately became 
senior partner of the firm Alexander, 
Corder, Plunk, Baker, Shelly, and 
Shipman P.C., in Athens, AL. Jimmy 
was the city attorney for Athens and 
Ardmore for 17 years. He served on the 
city Board of Education for 5 years and 
was the Alabama Bar Association Com-
missioner for the 39th judicial circuit 
for 4 years. 

It was through these professional fo-
rums that Jimmy was able to thrive in 
his work and gain a statewide reputa-
tion as a standout trial attorney. In 
private practice for 36 years, Jimmy 
has counseled businesses, commercial 
clients, and recently, had taken a 
strong interest in championing the 
cause of the ‘‘little guy.’’ Particularly 
for the last 15 years, he focused on rep-
resenting the poor, under represented, 
physically injured, and financially 
cheated, many of whom had no where 
else to turn than Jimmy Alexander. 
Jimmy developed a particular fondness 
for taking on big business, insurance 
companies, and large industry. He rep-
resented many high profile cases, and 
in 1989, won the largest monetary judg-
ment at the time in Limestone County 
and in another case, setting a prece-
dent for the largest monetary judge-
ment in the entire State of Alabama. 
His gifted ability even took him before 
the U.S. Supreme Court, where he ar-
gued a case against an insurance com-
pany. 

Jimmy Alexander will be remem-
bered as a dedicated attorney, who 
brought human compassion to his 
work. Many of his colleagues have ex-
pressed their respect and admiration 
for his approach to both his work and 
his life, and I join them in their pray-
ers for him and his family. My 
thoughts and wishes extend to his wife 
Rose, and two children, Tonya and 
Eric, during this difficult time. Mr. 
President, I yield the floor.∑ 

f 

CENTRAL CONNECTICUT STATE 
UNIVERSITY 

∑ Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I 
rise today to pay tribute to Central 
Connecticut State University as it 
celebrates its 150th anniversary. Under 
the dynamic leadership of President 
Richard Judd, this fine institution has 
continued to achieve the vision of aca-
demic excellence upon which it was 
founded. 

Originally the New Britain Normal 
School, CCSU was established by the 

State General Assembly in 1849 and 
stands as the oldest public institution 
of higher education in Connecticut. 
Whether under the name Normal 
School, Teachers College of Con-
necticut, or Central Connecticut State 
University, its students have never re-
ceived less than a first-rate education. 
CCSU has cultivated a rich academic 
environment in which both graduates 
and undergraduates have the oppor-
tunity to better understand themselves 
as well as the world around them. 

Academically, athletically, and cul-
turally, CCSU and its more than 11,000 
students have much to celebrate 
throughout this special year. What 
makes CCSU so unique is that it has 
never isolated itself from the sur-
rounding community. Instead, the uni-
versity embraces its position within 
the larger civic arena and, in doing so, 
offers its students the valuable oppor-
tunity to make a real difference in the 
city of New Britain and beyond. CCSU 
students, faculty, and facilities have 
played a significant role in the city’s 
development and will continue to 
weave themselves into the city’s social 
fabric for many years to come. 

Mr. President, I ask that my col-
leagues join me in celebrating the ses-
quicentennial anniversary of Central 
Connecticut State University, one of 
the Nation’s great academic institu-
tions.∑ 

f 

ON THE DEDICATION OF THE LAKE 
CHAMPLAIN/SAINT ALBANS HIS-
TORICAL DIORAMA 

∑ Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize the completion of 
the Lake Champlain/Saint Albans His-
torical Diorama. 

This interactive educational exhibit 
at the Saint Albans Historical Museum 
is ambitious in its geographic and his-
toric scope. It spans the entire Cham-
plain Valley, from Fort Ticonderoga to 
the Richelieu River and also spans 
time, from pre-history to the present. 

The people of Saint Albans have a 
tremendous understanding and respect 
for their history, as seen by the fact 
that this exhibit was funded entirely 
through local contributions and com-
pleted in just over a year, with most of 
the work done by residents of Saint Al-
bans and neighboring towns. It is a 
beautiful addition to one of Vermont’s 
finest historical museums. 

The Champlain Valley is the birth-
place of the United States and Canada. 
For two hundred years the Champlain 
Valley was the stage for conflicts be-
tween the French and the English, and 
then for the most critical campaign of 
the Revolutionary War. In times of 
peace, the Champlain Valley has been 
an important corridor of commerce. 
Important sites from this history are 
displayed and interpreted in the Dio-
rama, including wonderful scale models 
of the region’s lighthouses. 

The Diorama also depicts the local 
history of Saint Albans, displaying her 
historic structures, rail yards and 
neighborhoods in great detail. These 
events and places are brought to life in 
three dimensions, engaging and edu-
cating the viewer as is possible with no 
other medium. 

Mr. President, it is with great pleas-
ure that I recognize the Saint Albans 
Historical Society and all of the others 
who have helped to create the diorama. 
This is a significant contribution to 
the heritage of Vermont.∑ 

f 

HONORING ST. PAUL BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

∑ Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. President, I 
rise today in recognition of the St. 
Paul Baptist Church on the occasion of 
its centennial celebration. Over the 
past year, the church has been cele-
brating its more than one hundred 
years of service. I am honored to have 
the opportunity to join with them in 
their celebration of this tremendous 
milestone. For over one hundred years, 
the St. Paul Baptist Church has pro-
vided the African-American commu-
nity with a strong sense of unity as the 
only black Baptist church in Atlantic 
Highlands, New Jersey. 

The church has experienced tremen-
dous growth since it was founded by 
the Reverend M.R. Rosco in 1899. 
Today, it can boast not only of being a 
house of faith and worship, but also of 
its daily contributions to the commu-
nity of Atlantic Highlands through its 
Educational Center and the Vassie L. 
Peek, Sr. Educational Annex. 

I would also like to acknowledge the 
contributions of St. Paul’s pastor, the 
Reverend Doctor Henry P. Davis, Jr., 
to New Jersey’s Baptist community. 
Over the years, Reverend Davis has 
been a shining example of devotion to 
his church. In addition to his commit-
ment to his parish, the Reverend has 
served as Treasurer of the General Bap-
tist State Convention of New Jersey, 
Moderator of the Seacoast Missionary 
Baptists Association of New Jersey, an 
Executive Board member of the New 
Jersey Council of Churches, and Sec-
retary of the Moderator’s Auxiliary of 
the National Baptist Convention, USA. 

Once again, I would like to extend 
my congratulations and warmest wish-
es to Reverend Davis and his congrega-
tion on the occasion of the centennial 
celebration of St. Paul Baptist Church. 
The church’s contributions to the resi-
dents of Atlantic Highlands is un-
matched. I can only hope that the next 
one hundred years will be as rewarding 
as the first.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO WILLIE AND 
VERONICA ARTIS 

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Willie and 
Veronica Artis of Flint, Michigan. On 
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October 19, 1999, they will be honored 
by Mott Community College for their 
many contributions to the greater 
Flint community. 

In 1979, Willie Artis co-founded Gen-
esee Packaging, Inc., a maker of cor-
rugated packaging with a focus on the 
automotive industry. Mr. Artis and Mr. 
Buel Jones began this company by uti-
lizing the opportunities that were 
available to them through General Mo-
tors’ minority business development 
programs. Using their extensive back-
ground in automotive contract pack-
aging and corrugated manufacturing, 
Mr. Artis and Mr. Jones were able to 
penetrate the existing automotive mar-
ket and build a relationship with a 
General Motors buyer. 

Upon co-founder Buel Jones’ retire-
ment, Willie Artis took control of the 
day-to-day operations of the company 
and implemented a restructuring of the 
organization. Presently, Genesee Pack-
aging employs a total of 230 people in 
three different plants and has just com-
pleted thirty-three consecutive months 
of profitability. 

Willie Artis has over twenty-eight 
years of experience in sales, corrugated 
manufacturing and automotive con-
tract packaging. He obtained his edu-
cation at Wilson College in Chicago, Il-
linois, and continued his education 
through executive seminars for busi-
ness owners at Dartmouth College. He 
is currently President and Chief Execu-
tive Officer of Genesee Packaging, Inc. 
in Flint, Michigan. 

Willie Artis’ wife, Veronica Artis, is 
also an instrumental force at Genesee 
Packaging, Inc. Veronica obtained her 
higher education at the University of 
Wisconsin, Dartmouth College, Whar-
ton School of Business, and Harvard 
University. Before joining Genesee 
Packaging, Inc, Veronica held various 
positions at Wisconsin Bell and 
Ameritech. Veronica joined Genesee 
Packaging, Inc. in 1989 as the Vice 
President of Administration and she is 
a member of the Executive Staff. 

The event at Mott Community Col-
lege on October 19, 1999, is a salute to 
Mr. and Mrs. Artis’ success, their com-
mitment to the greater Flint commu-
nity, and their contributions as fine 
corporate citizens. A scholarship will 
be established in their names that will 
be held at the Foundation for Mott 
Community College. 

I join Mott Community College and 
the entire Flint community in this 
celebration of two distinguished citi-
zens, Willie and Veronica Artis.∑ 

f 

REMARKS BY PRESIDENT MERI OF 
ESTONIA 

∑ Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, on Octo-
ber 13, the Broadcasting Board of Gov-
ernors—which supervises all U.S. Gov-
ernment-sponsored international 
broadcasting—held a ceremony cele-
brating its new status as an inde-
pendent agency. 

Among the speakers was the Presi-
dent of Estonia, Lennart Meri, who de-
livered a very thoughtful and eloquent 
speech on the importance of inter-
national broadcasting to the mission of 
promoting democracy and freedom 
around the world. 

I commend it to all of my colleagues. 
I ask to have printed in the RECORD, 
the text of President Meri’s speech. 

The speech follows: 
THE UNFINISHED TASKS OF INTERNATIONAL 

BROADCASTING 
(By Lennart Meri, President of the Republic 

of Estonia, Washington, D.C., 13 October 
1999) 
No one talking in this city about the im-

portance of the media could fail to recall 
Thomas Jefferson’s observation that if he 
were forced to choose between a free press 
and a free parliament, he would always 
choose the former because with a free press 
and a free parliament, he would end with a 
free parliament, but with a free parliament, 
he could not be sure if he would end with a 
free press. 

I certainly won’t become the exception to 
that practice. But if these words of your 
third president and the author of the Amer-
ican Declaration of Independence continue 
to resonate around the world, one of his 
other observations about the press may be 
more relevant for our thinking about the 
current and future tasks of international 
broadcasting. Responding in June 1807 to a 
Virginia resident who was thinking about 
starting a newspaper, Jefferson argued that 
‘‘to be most useful,’’ a newspaper should con-
tain ‘‘true facts and sound principles only.’’ 

Unfortunately, he told his correspondent, 
‘‘I fear such a paper would find few sub-
scribers’’ because ‘‘it is a melancholy truth 
that a suppression of the press could not 
more completely deprive the nation of its 
benefits than is done by its abandoned pros-
titution to falsehood.’’ And one of the great-
est advocates of the power of the media to 
support democracy concluded sadly, ‘‘noth-
ing can now be believed which is seen in a 
newspaper. Truth itself becomes suspicious 
by being put into that polluted vehicle.’’ 

Jefferson’s optimistic comment about the 
role of a free press came as he was helping to 
make the revolution that transformed the 
world; his more critical ones came after his 
own, often less than happy years as president 
of the United States. Given my own experi-
ences over the past half century, I can fully 
understand his shift in perspective and can 
thus testify that were Thomas Jefferson to 
be with us today, he would be among the 
most committed advocates of international 
broadcasting precisely because of his experi-
ences in the earlier years of the American re-
public. 

For most of my adult life, I lived in an oc-
cupied country, one where the communist re-
gime suppressed virtually all possibilities for 
free expression in public forums. As a result, 
we turned to international broadcasting like 
Radio Free Europe, Radio Liberty, the Voice 
of America, and the BBC to try to find out 
what was going on. 

Let me go back in memory for a moment. 
Estonia was already under Soviet occupation 
when the ‘‘Battle of Britain’’—solitary Eng-
land’s solitary battle against the totali-
tarian world—began. This is how I saw it, at 
the age of twelve, before our family was de-
ported to Siberia. Nazi Germany bombas-
tically boasted of its victories, London spoke 
of losses. And yet each broadcast from Lon-

don, day after day, ended with the English 
newscaster’s dry announcement: ‘‘Das waren 
die Nachrichten am 5. Juni, am hundert 
sechs und fùnfzigsten Tage des Jahres, wo 
Hitler versprach, den Krieg zu gewinnen.’’— 
‘‘These were the news of June 15, 156th day of 
the year when Hitler promised to win the 
war’’. There was no irony in these words. 
Rather, there was the pedantic knowledge of 
a pharmacist—how many drops of truth 
morning, day and night were necessary to 
keep the ability of doubt alive. The end of 
World War II found me in exile, buried deep 
into the heart of Russia, a couple of hundred 
kilometers from the nearest railway station. 
You had your Victory Day celebrations, and 
so had I. I bought a crystal of selenium to 
build a radio receiver. During the time of 
war, all radio equipment had been con-
fiscated in Russia. Now, suddenly, I was 
holding in my hands a thumb’s length of a 
glass tube containing a crystal and a short 
wire—my pass to freedom. The third re-
ceiver, built already in Estonia, finally 
worked, and I have been with you ever since. 
I doubt whether it is in my powers to give 
you a convincing picture of our spiritual 
confinement. Imagine being blind, unable to 
see colours, to perceive light or shadows; 
being surrounded by the void space without 
a single point of reference, without gravity 
that would feel like motherly love in this 
spiritual vacuum. And then, for a quarter of 
an hour, or half an hour, or even—a royal 
luxury—for a whole hour—the void would 
suddenly be filled with colours, fragrances, 
voices, the warmth of the sun and the fresh 
hope of spring. How many of you remember 
the Moscow Conference of 1946, to which so 
many Estonians for some unknown reason 
looked forward with hope? I remember Mr. 
Peter Peterson from the BBC covering the 
conference, I remember, the intonation of 
Winston Churchill, when he said of the win-
ners of this very ‘‘Battle of Britain’’: ‘‘That 
was their finest hour’’. I remember the lec-
tures of astronomer Fred Hoyle, to which I 
listened taking notes from week to week. 
Under Soviet rule, his discovery was banned 
as ‘‘idealistic’’. 

Some years ago, when I received Javier 
Solana, the Secretary-General of NATO, in 
Tallinn, I compared the inevitability of the 
expansion of the island of democracy and 
NATO security structures with Fred Hoyle’s 
expanding universe, and noticed when I was 
still speaking that Mr. Salona was deeply 
and personally moved by my speech. ‘‘You 
could not have known,’’ he said afterwards, 
‘‘that Fred Hoyle was during my university 
studies my research subject.’’ This is how 
the radiation from an antenna materialises 
into attitudes, actions, and landscapes. 
Allow me two more comments. It is my duty 
to thank from this chair your predecessors 
for the decision to start broadcasts in Esto-
nian on Radio Liberty, and even more for the 
decision to transfer the broadcasts in Esto-
nian to the responsibility area of Radio Free 
Europe—in full concord with the non-rec-
ognition policy of the United States. I do not 
know how this decision was taken. During 
the Korean War, I heard from the Russian 
broadcasts, that the next day, the first Esto-
nian broadcast would be on the air at 1800 
hours. I was still a student and lived in 
Tartu, in a dormitory, which housed more 
than 500 students. I mentioned the forth-
coming Estonian broadcast to one single 
friend. Stalin’s terror was rampant in Esto-
nia. For the time when the broadcast begun, 
my room was full of people, and more were 
coming. I will never forget that day, those 
solemn thirty minutes, and least of all the 

VerDate May 21 2004 11:12 Jun 14, 2004 Jkt 039102 PO 00000 Frm 00052 Fmt 0686 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR99\S19OC9.001 S19OC9


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-05T17:48:07-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




