
EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 26573 October 21, 1999 
teacher. He was the first preacher on the 
Southern Baptist ACTS television network. 

During the 30 years of Dr. Bisagno’s min-
istry at First Baptist Church, the church relo-
cated from downtown Houston, purchased 
property near the intersection of Interstate 10 
and Loop 610 in Houston, built a worship cen-
ter and education buildings now valued in ex-
cess of $60 million and continues to be an in-
tegral part of the dynamics of Houston, TX. 

Dr. Bisagno has announced that he will re-
tire from the pulpit on Sunday, November 21, 
1999. However, I am certain that John 
Bisagno will continue to be a Christian com-
mitted to spreading the gospel. When he re-
tires from Houston’s First Baptist Church, he 
retires to continue to be a significant part of 
the faith community in Houston, in Texas, in 
the United States, and around the world. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Dr. John R. Bisagno. 
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ALL SEGMENTS OF COMMUNITY 
MUST WORK TOGETHER TO END 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

HON. DAVE WELDON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 21, 1999 

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to address the issue of domestic vio-
lence. Mr. Speaker, our homes should be a 
safe haven where wives, husbands, and chil-
dren are free from the fear of violence. In 
most homes in America, this is the case, but 
for far too many women and children this is 
not the case. The need to address this issue 
is something on which we can all agree. 

I am pleased that increasing attention has 
been called to this issue and that there are 
numerous community organizations that have 
taken an active role in addressing this issue in 
their communities. Indeed it is in local commu-
nities where law enforcement and community 
organizations have gotten involved that we 
have seen the greatest success. 

In fact, this weekend in my congressional 
district the Domestic Violence Coalition of In-
dian River County, Florida will be hosting a 
seminar on domestic violence in order to raise 
awareness and provide training for those who 
are committed to bringing this travesty to an 
end. At this seminar a host of community or-
ganizations along with law enforcement and 
local governmental agencies will make presen-
tations directed toward raising public aware-
ness and sharing professional expertise on 
domestic violence. 

This Congress is due to consider the reau-
thorization of the Violence Against Women 
Act. This act provides funding for some very 
valuable programs like domestic violence hot-
lines, shelters, law enforcement, and related 
training among other programs. I fully support 
the reauthorization of these programs and am 
pleased that many of the organizations partici-
pating in this event, like the Sebastian River 
Junior Woman’s Club, support efforts to reau-
thorize and improve the effectiveness of this 
law. 

Mr. Speaker I would also like to take this 
opportunity to bring to the members attention, 

related legislation that I have recently intro-
duced in the House. My bill (H.R. 3088) would 
address one of the most heinous acts of vio-
lence to women in our society, sexual assault. 
Today, in many states the victims of sexual 
assault have no right to inquire into the HIV 
status of their assailant until after conviction of 
the assailant, and sometimes not even then. 
My bill would give the victims of this crime the 
right to know the HIV status of their attacker 
immediately after bringing charges. 

Medical studies indicate that if anti-HIV 
drugs are begun within 48 hours of exposure 
to the HIV virus, the infection of the victim can 
actually be prevented. That is why it is so im-
portant that the victims of sexual assault be 
able to request the HIV status of their assail-
ant as quickly as possible. It is literally a mat-
ter of life and death. 

As a physician, husband, and father, I am 
deeply troubled that this is not already law in 
every state. For too long the rights of victims 
of sexual crimes have been sacrificed for the 
rights of criminals. No longer will the victims 
have to wait weeks, months or years for the 
crime to be fully adjudicated before they can 
find out if they have been exposed to HIV. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in support 
of this bill as we seek to arrest the scourge of 
violence in our society. 
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Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, for four dec-
ades, the members of an organization known 
as the O’Tucks have dedicated themselves to 
serving our community and preserving the 
unique culture and traditions of Kentucky’s Ap-
palachian highlands. 

If you’re even remotely familiar with the rich 
and vibrant culture of Appalachian Kentucky, it 
shouldn’t surprise you to learn that groups like 
the O’Tucks exist. But it might surprise you to 
find such a group thriving outside of Ken-
tucky—in Butler County, Ohio. 

The O’Tucks (as in ‘‘Ohioans from Ken-
tucky’’) were founded 40 years ago by Mr. 
Stanley Dezarn, who was born in 1922 near 
the Goose Creek River in the Bluegrass 
State’s Clay County. A lifelong educator and 
community leader, Stanley Dezarn founded 
the O’Tucks with a set of specific goals, which 
Ercel Eaton of the Hamilton Journal-News de-
tailed last year: ‘‘to provide a common ground 
for exchange of ideas and experiences for 
people with common cultural and environ-
mental backgrounds; to strive to preserve the 
rich qualities of folklore and music of the Ap-
palachian highlands; [and] to work for the con-
tinuous improvement of the community by co-
operating with and assisting civic leaders, or-
ganizations, and public officials in Butler 
County.’’ 

For years the O’Tucks have fulfilled these 
goals repeatedly and successfully in our com-
munity. They’ve enriched the lives of countless 
Butler County residents through their music 
and cultural events. But they’ve also contrib-
uted to our community through their service 

and spirit of volunteerism, which has helped 
more than a few of their fellow citizens realize 
the dream of getting a college education or 
pursuing a career in art, teaching, nursing and 
other fields. 

Mr. Speaker, even after four decades of 
good times and good service, the O’Tucks 
have never strayed from the original goals of 
Stanley Dezarn. Fittingly, the O’Tucks will 
honor their founder late this month at their 
40th anniversary banquet, and give thanks to 
Stanley Dezarn for his lifetime of dedication 
and service to the O’Tucks and the Butler 
County community. 

Stanley Dezarn and the O’Tucks are an in-
spiration for all Americans. They’re proof that 
what makes America a great society is not her 
strong government, or her time-tested institu-
tions, or her mighty industries; what makes 
America great is the spirit and enthusiasm of 
her people. I urge my colleagues to join me 
today in recognizing Stanley Dezarn and the 
O’Tucks organization for 40 years of distin-
guished service to the Butler County commu-
nity and the United States of America. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE BLACK CANYON 
OF THE GUNNISON NATIONAL 
PARK AND THOSE WHO MADE IT 
POSSIBLE 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 21, 1999 

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with an 
overwhelming sense of pride that I now rise to 
pay tribute to a truly historic event in the proud 
and distinguished history of the great State of 
Colorado: the establishment of the Black Can-
yon of the Gunnison National Park. 

As the House sponsor of legislation that re-
designated the Black Canyon as a national 
park, it gives me great joy to describe for this 
esteemed body’s record the beauty of this 
truly majestic place. In addition, I would like to 
offer my gratitude to a community of individ-
uals instrumental in the long process that ulti-
mately yielded the establishment of the Black 
Canyon of the Gunnison National Park. 

Mr. Speaker, anyone who has visited the 
Black Canyon can attest to its awe-inspiring 
natural beauty. Named for the dark rock that 
makes up its sheer walls, the Black Canyon is 
largely composed of what geologists call base-
ment rocks, the oldest rocks on the earth esti-
mated at 1.7 billion years old. With its narrow 
openings, sheer walls, and scenic gorges that 
plunge 2000 feet into the clear blue majesty of 
the Gunnison River, the Black Canyon is a 
natural crown jewel second to none in its mag-
nificent splendor. Though other canyons may 
have greater depth or descend on a steeper 
course, few combine these attributes as 
breathtakingly as does the Black Canyon. 

If ever there was a place worthy of the pres-
tigious status that only national park status 
can afford, Mr. Speaker, it is the Black Can-
yon. But as you know, national parks don’t just 
happen. In this case, it took nearly 15 years, 
several Congressional Representatives and 
Senators, innumerable locally elected officials, 
and a virtual sea of committed citizens in 
western Colorado. 
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