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Currently, Dr. Gonzalez is committed to
theological education in a variety of ways, in-
cluding serving as editor of “Apuntes”, a jour-
nal of Hispanic theology published in the
United States.

For his remarkable commitment to theo-
logical education, | ask my colleagues to join
me in congratulating Dr. Justo and the His-
panic Summer Program on its 10th Anniver-
sary.

——————

CONGRATULATING SOUTHAMPTON
ELKS ON THEIR 70TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. MICHAEL P. FORBES

OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, October 21, 1999

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
mark the 70th anniversary of the founding of
Southampton Elks Lodge 1574. lts long and
rich history dates back to December 7, 1929,
when 90 candidates were initiated by the Offi-
cers of Patchogue Lodge 1323. The fraternal
organization was founded on the principles of
improving the quality of life on Eastern Long
Island and strengthening ties within the com-
munity. They have been fulfilling that pledge
ever since. On July 10, 1930, the South-
ampton Lodge was awarded their Grand
Lodge Charter.

Elks in Suffolk County have long been
known for their dedication in assisting and
comforting the veterans of our wars, especially
those who are disabled or in distress. The
Southampton Elks are very proud of the sym-
bol for which they fought—our national flag.
They not only promote and defend the flag but
also see it as a symbol of charity. Further-
more, the efforts of the Elks to involve youth
in the lives of our veterans should serve as a
model for community building in this country.

We cannot overlook the close attention they
pay to the individual members of society who
are in dire need of assistance. In the past,
they have donated such items as specially-de-
signed bicycles, wheelchairs and other items
needed by the physically-challenged, helped
local families pay for medical treatments, and
assisted those whose homes have been lost
to fire.

| am especially proud of their local assist-
ance when disaster strikes. During emergency
situations, Southampton Elks have always
been, and I'm sure always will be, prepared to
assist by donating funds, volunteering their
time, or doing whatever else is needed during
times of difficulty.

Once again, | commend Southampton Elks
Lodge 1574. Their unselfish, voluntary efforts
and generosity are a credit to the communities
they serve. They are an asset to Long Island,
and | have no doubt that they will continue
their good works and service strongly into the
new millennium.
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UNITED STATES JAYCEES RE-
SOLVE SOCIAL SECURITY NEEDS
REFORM

HON. BOB SCHAFFER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 21, 1999

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, the United
States Jaycees, numbering 115,000 individual
members, recently adopted a resolution enti-
tled, “Legislation to Ensure the Future Eco-
nomic Solvency of the Social Security Sys-
tem.”

The Jaycees, whose vision is to “become
the organization of choice for young people,
providing direction and leadership to our com-
munities and nation,” conducted more than 75
Social Security town hall meetings across
America, reporting that 79% of the surveyed
participants think it needs radical or major re-
form. When asked if there should be imple-
mentation of a program that allows individuals
to place their Social Security contributions
from their current wages in their own personal
retirement account and require(s) them to
maintain that account for retirement only, 77%
either strongly favored or favored that idea.

This resolution’s recommendations include
reforming Social Security, the need for per-
sonal retirement accounts and for directing
part of the budget surplus to the solvency of
Social Security. It was delivered to me by
Penni Zelinkoff, president of the Colorado Jay-
cees and incoming vice president of the
United States Junior Chamber of Commerce;
and Tana Bewly, incoming president of the
Colorado Jaycees. | believe the resolution is
of vital interest to my constituents and the
United States Congress. Therefore, | hereby
submit for the RECORD, the full text of the
United States Jaycees’ recommendations for
Social Security’s continued solvency.

RESOLUTION—CALL FOR LEGISLATION TO EN-
SURE THE FUTURE ECONOMIC SOLVENCY OF
THE SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM

Whereas, the membership of The United
States Junior Chamber of Commerce, as well
as most America is concerned about the eco-
nomic future of Social Security System; and

Whereas, payroll deductions will have to be
dramatically increased or benefits signifi-
cantly decreased unless Social Security is
reformed; and

Whereas, we need to meet our Social Secu-
rity promises to existing and future retirees;
and

Whereas, the number of retirees will al-
most double by the year 2030; and

Whereas, The United States Junior Cham-
ber of Commerce has conducted surveys at
seventy-five Social Security Town Hall
Meetings in forty different states; and

Whereas, The United States Junior Cham-
ber of Commerce has testified before Con-
gress to address these concerns; and

Whereas, as a result of The United States
Junior Chamber of Commerce’s Social Secu-
rity Town Hall Report, an overwhelming ma-
jority approved the establishment of indi-
vidual retirement accounts; and

Whereas, The U.S. Congress has introduced
legislation for the establishment and main-
tenance of individual retirement accounts;
and

Whereas, The United States Junior Cham-
ber of Commerce has invested considerable
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time and resources in the solvency of the So-
cial Security system; and

Whereas, The United States Junior Cham-
ber of Commerce sees the need to get the av-
erage young American involved in the inter-
est of their government; and

Whereas, The United States Junior Cham-
ber of Commerce should actively promote
getting out the vote to secure these aims.

Now, therefore, be it resolved, That the
United States Junior Chamber of Commerce
Board of Directors:

Recognizes that Social Security is in need
of immediate revisions;

Recognizes that the future of Social Secu-
rity is a vital concern for young people and
future generations in the United States;

Recognizes the need for capitalization of
the Social Security system;

Recognizes the need for personal retire-
ment accounts;

Recognizes that a percentage of budget
surpluses should go towards the solvency of
Social Security;

Recognizes a need for a national ‘“‘Get Out
the Vote’’ campaign;

Gives authority to the USJCC staff to pur-
sue a course to reform Social Security in
local Junior Chamber communities and at
the national level and organize a ‘“‘Get Out
the Vote’’ campaign.

Mr. Speaker, as a proud former Jaycee, |
thank the organization for its most thorough
examination of the Social Security System and
recommendations for its reform.

———

WHEN WILL CROATIA BECOME A
DEMOCRACY?

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 21, 1999

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, in
the decade since multi-party elections first
began to be held in what were the one-party
states of East-Central Europe, the political
leaders and societies of many of these states
have committed themselves to building demo-
cratic institutions, respecting the rule of law
and tolerating social diversity. Some have
done well; others have not. One country which
should have done well, but so far has not, is
Croatia. | ask, “Why?”

Many will assert, with considerable credi-
bility, that Croatia faced until 1995 the added
burdens of Yugoslavia’s violent demise, bring-
ing months of conflict in 1991, and the occu-
pation of considerable territory by Serb mili-
tants. We should not minimize the sense of
victimization felt by the people of Croatia at
that time. Indeed, | was in Vukovar in 1991,
when it was still under siege, and personally
saw the awful things that were happening to
the people there. Similarly, we cannot ignore
the effect in Croatia of the continued presence
of Croats from Bosnia-Herzegovina who still
cannot safely return to their homes in what is
now the entity of Republika Srpska.

However much one may want to give Cro-
atia the benefit of the doubt, in the eight years
since the tragic events following the assertion
of statehood, and four years since the occu-
pied territories were either retaken or set for
subsequent reintegration, Croatia has become
accustomed to its newfound independence. Its
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people have increasingly seemed desirous of
becoming a more united part of European af-
fairs, including through the development of ties
with the European Union and NATO. They are
part of a sophisticated, well-educated society,
feel more secure within their borders, and
want greater freedom and prosperity for them-
selves and their children. Analysts have, for at
least two years, viewed the country as being
in a stage of real transition. Unfortunately, as
this transition moves forward, it meets greater
resistance from those who have become en-
trenched in, and enriched by, the power they
hold. This resistance manifests itself in two
ways, the gross manipulation of the political
system to the advantage of the ruling party,
and the continued reliance on nationalist pas-
sions.

Regarding political manipulations, elections
must be held within the next three months, yet
there is no date, no new election law that pro-
vides a free and fair standard, no loosening of
the grip on the media. More specifically, there
continues to be a so-called “diaspora” rep-
resentation, which effectively is the same as
giving almost ten percent of parliamentary
seats to the ruling party up front. Moreover, for
some time the authorities considered sched-
uling the elections within a few days of Christ-
mas, a rather blatant attempt to manipulate
popular sentiment and voter turnout.

The ruling party is maintaining its control
over Croatia’s broadcast media. Defamation
laws have resulted in hundreds of prosecu-
tions, both criminal and civil, of journalists and
publishers for critical comments deemed
“criminal” for allegedly insulting the honor or
dignity of high officials. In Croatia, it seems
that alleged criminal activity by officials uncov-
ered by independent journalists can be pro-
tected under a broad definition of “state se-
crets.”

On the nationalist front, Serbs (who once
represented over ten percent of Croatia’s pop-
ulation) still have difficulty returning home—
many fled in 1991 and 1995—and those who
have returned face difficulties in getting their
property back or obtaining government assist-
ance. Statements by officials often create an
environment which make individuals believe
they can get away with more direct, physical
harassment of the Serbs. While many Serbs
may not be able even to participate in the vot-
ing for the upcoming elections, Croatian au-
thorities are considering the reduction from
three seats to one seat for Serb representa-
tion in the Croatian Parliament, or Sabor.
Meanwhile, the “diaspora” vote sways the loy-
alties of Bosnia’s indigenous Croat population,
and Croatian President Tudjman recently res-
urrected notions of a Croat entity in Bosnia-
Herzegovina. While Croatia’s citizenship law
still makes it difficult for members of the Serb
and sometimes other minority communities to
get citizenship, voting rights are extended to
ethnic Croats abroad on the discredited basis
of blood ties alone.

Tudjman further claimed this last week that
Croatian generals cannot be held accountable
for the commission of war crimes and crimes
against humanity. His resistance to coopera-
tion with the International Tribunal in The
Hague is reprehensible, and, if it continues,
warrants a strong response by this Congress.

Mr. Speaker, Croatian courts recently con-
victed Dinko Sakic, a commander of the
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Jasenovac concentration camp in Croatia dur-
ing World War Il. The trial and its outcome say
something positive not only about Croatia’s
courts; the attention in Croatia given to this
case indicates an ability to acknowledge a
horrible period in the past. More broadly,
Croats realize they must seek justice for the
past and move forward so that they do not
sink their personal futures in the pit of extreme
nationalist aspirations.

| hope, Mr. Speaker, the leaders of Croatia
today will come to their senses, and abide by
the wish of the people to live in full freedom,
true justice and greater prosperity. Signs of
this would be: (1) holding an election which,
from the campaign period to the vote count, is
free and fair according to both international
observers and domestic ones who should be
permitted to observe; (2) cessation of the rel-
egation of ethnic Serbs to the status of sec-
ond-class citizens whose presence, at best,
will be tolerated; and (3) surrendering to The
Hague all indicted persons, including Mladen
Naletilic (aka “Tuta”) now that Croatia’s own
courts have cleared the way, and the informa-
tion and documents which the Tribunal may
request.

Only with progress in these areas can Cro-
atia take its proper place in Europe and the
world. Mr. Speaker, | ask Croatia’s leaders,
when that will be?

—————

IN HONOR OF MR. NICHOLAS A.
CAPODICE, BAYONNE CITY COUN-
CIL MEMBER-AT-LARGE, RECIPI-
ENT OF SICILIAN CITIZEN’S
CLUB 1999 MAN OF THE YEAR
AWARD

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 21, 1999

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Bayonne City Council Member-
At-Large, Mr. Nicholas Capodice, for being
named this year's 1999 Man of the Year by
the Sicilian Citizen’s Club.

Grandson of Pietro Capodice, charter mem-
ber of the Sicilian Citizen’s Club, Mr. Capodice
has been committed to serving the City of Ba-
yonne. Through his exemplary service to the
community, he has shown tremendous leader-
ship.

Receiving his B.A. in special education and
an M.A. in Administration and Supervision
from the New Jersey City University, Mr.
Capodice’s commitment to the educational
and social development of his students is truly
remarkable. He has continued his work in the
field of Special Education by serving on the
Bayonne Board of Education for 10 years and
on the Jersey City Board of Education for the
last 11 years.

Mr. Capodice was recently elected Ba-
yonne’s City Council Member-At-Large, where
he is Commissioner of the Bayonne Local Re-
development Authority. In this capacity, Mr.
Capodice is responsible for the strategic plan-
ning and implementation of the economic re-
development of the City of Bayonne.

Prior to being elected to the City Council,
Mr. Capodice served as a Trustee for the Ba-
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yonne Board of Education from 1991 to 1996,
acting as President from 1992 to 1995. In ad-
dition, he was a member of the Board of
School Estimates from 1993 to 1994.

For his dedication to the people of the City
of Bayonne and his extraordinary service
record, | ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating  City ~ Councilman  Nicholas
Capodice on being named 1999 Man of the
Year by the Sicilian Citizen’s Club of Bayonne.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE YOUNG
WITNESS ASSISTANCE ACT OF 1999

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 21, 1999

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, this week
more than 350 young Americans gathered in
our Nation’s capitol to share their views about
violence and how it has affected their lives.
Three individuals from my district—Pierre
Laurent and Amanda Abreu of Somerville, MA,
and Yarimee Gutierrez of Boston, MA, came
to Washington to take part in the Voices
Against Violence conference. Their commit-
ment to addressing the problems associated
with violence among youth is to be com-
mended, and | want to take this opportunity to
personally thank them for their efforts to make
a difference within their schools and commu-
nities.

As Pierre, Amanda, Yarimee and the other
participants of the conference return to their
respective communities with a renewed com-
mitment to this cause, | believe it is Congress’
responsibility to do all that we can to support
these young peoples’ efforts. What better way
to do this than to provide legislation that as-
sists young people who are striving to do the
right thing? For this reason, | rise today to in-
troduce the Young Witness Assistance Act of
1999.

Sadly, more and more of our Nation’s youth
are becoming intimately familiar with violent
crime. These crimes include homicide, assault,
robbery, domestic violence and sexual assault.
Upon witnessing such violent crimes, they
suddenly find themselves in the uncomfortable
position of deciding whether or not to report
the act. Far too often, many young people
choose to stay quiet. In many ways, who can
blame them? Witnessing a violent crime is a
traumatic experience. Additionally, reporting a
violent crime can potentially lead to additional
hardships that threaten the well-being of the
young witness. Earlier this year in Con-
necticut, an 8-year-old boy and his mother
were gunned down after the boy agreed to
testify as a witness in a murder trial. In my
district, a young man and his family were har-
assed and threatened after he agreed to as-
sist authorities in an armed robbery case—
eventually his family removed the boy from
school and placed him into hiding in reaction
to repeated threats on his life.

I's time we take a stand for the young peo-
ple who are willing to stand against crimes in
their communities. The Young Witness Assist-
ance Act is a step in the right direction. It pro-
vides Federal funds to state and local authori-
ties specifically for establishing and maintain-
ing programs that assist young witnesses of
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