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TRIBUTE TO THOMAS BUREAU
McDONALD

e Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to the life of
Thomas Bureau McDonald who died as
a result of a tragic car accident on Oc-
tober 9, 1999 in Albuquerque, New Mex-
ico at the age of 35. His parents, fam-
ily, and friends have lost a very special
person. New Mexico has lost a young
and dedicated public servant whose
passion was working with college stu-
dents, strengthening and expanding
higher education, and stressing the im-
portance of attending college.

Tom was a rising star among those
interested in public service in New
Mexico. He will be missed for his cheer-
ful personality, his Kkeen sense of
humor, his political savvy, and his de-
votion to empowering students at the
university and state level when it came
to their education. Tom was never con-
cerned with how much he could accom-
plish or who he could influence but,
rather how he could live his life so
when he was no longer serving in his
appointed or elected capacities his
ideas, dreams, and goals would be a re-
ality. That reality was for children and
their families living throughout New
Mexico to have the opportunities in
place to attend college to better them-
selves and to better their community.
In life there are individuals who are
concerned about being remembered for
what they have done or still can do;
Tom’s only concern was being remem-
bered for who he was—an outspoken
leader on higher education and its stu-
dents, a good son to his parents, a lov-
ing grandson to his grandmothers, and
a trustworthy and loyal individual to
his friends.

Tom attended the University of New
Mexico and graduated from Western
New Mexico University in Silver City,
New Mexico where I grew up as a child.
During his years at Western, Tom was
elected by his peers not just once but
twice to serve as their student body
president (1990-1992). It was during this
time that he eloquently presented a
plan to the Board of Regents to build a
new $3.5 million Student Union Build-
ing utilizing only student fees. Tom
was fortunate to go back a few years
ago to the dedication of this new build-
ing. While at the dedication ceremony
he realized that what started as a vi-
sion, a risk, a challenge, turned into
structure of unity where students, ad-
ministrators, and community members
could learn, work and just be together.

Mr. President, from 1990 to 1992 Tom
was appointed to two one year terms as
the student member on the Governor’s
Commission on Higher Education by
former Governor Bruce King. During
his tenure, Tom transformed the way
members of the Commission viewed
student participation and input on
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higher education. Through his opti-
mism, determination, and presence he
created an identity for students around
the state who were concerned about
the quality of their education. That
identity which Tom helped form not
only exists before the Commission
today, but before the State Legislature
and Office of the Governor.

From 1992 to 1993 Tom was elected by
student representatives from New
Mexico’s two-year and four-year insti-
tutions as executive director of the As-
sociated Students of New Mexico
(ASNM). ASNM is a non-profit student
organization that represents the inter-
ests of 100,000 students members en-
rolled in two-year and four-year insti-
tutions of higher learning before the
New Mexico Commission on Higher
Education, State Legislature and Of-
fice of the Governor. This organization
has brought forth some of New Mexi-
co’s current and former state legisla-
tors, county commissioners, and public
servants. Two of my current Wash-
ington DC staffers and one of my state
staffers are former executive directors
of this association. While serving as ex-
ecutive director, Tom always encour-
aged those he met to reach for their
goals, pursue their dreams, and turn
any rejection into motivation. He be-
lieved that what one does now to en-
hance their life will impact others in
the future. He lived what he preached
and what he did to enhance his life has
left a lasting impact for students and
their education throughout New Mex-
ico.

Tom received his Masters of Criminal
Justice from New Mexico State Univer-
sity in 1996. He was also appointed by
Governor Gary Johnson to serve a two-
year term from 1994-1996 as the first
voting student regent in the history of
New Mexico State University. One year
later in 1997, he was appointed by Gov-
ernor Johnson to serve a full six-year
term on the New Mexico Commission
on Higher Education where he served
until the time of his death.

Mr. President, I would like to extend
my condolences to his parents Clyde
and Eileen and the entire McDonald
family. I ask that my colleagues in the
Senate join me in honoring the
achievements and contributions in the
life of this young and outstanding New
Mexican.e

——
MENTOR A CHILD WEEK

e Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, today I
rise to recognize the efforts of those
working to make a difference in the
lives of today’s youth. The last week in
October is “Mentor a Child Week’ in
my home State of Oklahoma. I encour-
age all of us to participate.

Big Brothers, Big Sisters is an orga-
nization whose mission is to make a
positive difference in the lives of chil-
dren and youth. Focusing on the chal-
lenges single parents face, this organi-
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zation provides professionally sup-
portive one-to-one relationships with a
positive and caring adult volunteer,
and assists these children in achieving
their greatest potential as they grow
to become responsible citizens in the
community.

Children with mentors are 46 percent
less likely to use illegal drugs, 27 per-
cent less likely to use alcohol, and 52
percent less likely to skip school.
Youth with mentors have better rela-
tionships with their peers and family
members.

I encourage all citizens, parents, gov-
ernmental agencies, public and private
institutions, businesses and schools to
support efforts that will promote the
mentoring of children and youth
throughout our community.e

————

WOMEN’S BUSINESS
DEVELOPMENT CENTER

e Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize the Women’s Busi-
ness Development Center in their ef-
forts to help female entrepreneurs es-
tablish their niche in the corporate
world. The WBDC helps train and pro-
vide technical assistance to entrepre-
neurial women. These are the same
women who own your neighborhood dry
cleaner, run your child care center, and
assist with your taxes.

Mr. President, I would like to call
special attention to the women who
have dedicated their time expanding
child-care availability in Illinois. The
WBDC sponsors the Child Care Busi-
ness Initiative (CCBI) in cooperation
with the Hull House Association that
will provide information, resources,
and guidance to women seeking entry
into this important and growing indus-
try. Over 250 women have utilized CCBI
to gain critical business skills and key
industry information about child care.

The Illinois Department of Com-
merce and Community Affairs esti-
mates that over 1,000 child care centers
would need to be created to meet the
projected demand for child care in Illi-
nois alone. In light of the fact that
only 20% of the 162,000 children who are
in working families receive full-day, li-
censed child care, the role that the
CCBI plays in helping women establish
day care centers may have a signifi-
cant impact on the availability and ac-
cessibility of child care in Illinois.

Again, I would like to take this time
to commend the WBDC for creating
and expanding opportunities for ambi-
tious, women entrepreneurs.e

—————

IN RECOGNITION OF TPL, INC.

e Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I am
pleased today to recognize TPL, Inc. in
Albuquerque, NM who is a 1999 Tibbetts
Award recipient and will be honored by
the U.S. Small Business Administra-
tion at a congressional reception on
Tuesday, October 26, 1999 here in Wash-
ington DC.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-05T17:48:30-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




