October 27, 1999

S. 1666
At the request of Mr. LUGAR, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. DOMENICI) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1666, a bill to provide risk edu-
cation assistance to agricultural pro-
ducers, and for other purposes.
S. 1680
At the request of Mr. ASHCROFT, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. BAUCUS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1680, a bill to provide for the im-
provement of the processing of claims
for veterans compensation and pen-
sions, and for other purposes.
S. 1690
At the request of Mr. MACK, the
names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) and the Senator from Dela-
ware (Mr. BIDEN) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 1690, a bill to require the
United States to take action to provide
bilateral debt relief, and improve the
provision of multilateral debt relief, in
order to give a fresh start to poor coun-
tries.
S. 1733
At the request of Mr. FITZGERALD,
the name of the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 1733, a bill to amend the
Food Stamp Act of 1977 to provide for
a national standard of interoperability
and portability applicable to electronic
food stamp benefit transactions.
S. 1750
At the request of Mr. DEWINE, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. ABRAHAM) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1750, a bill to reduce the inci-
dence of child abuse and neglect, and
for other purposes.
SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 58
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. ASHCROFT) was added as a cospon-
sor of Senate Concurrent Resolution 58,
a concurrent resolution urging the
United States to seek a global con-
sensus supporting a moratorium on
tariffs and on special, multiple and dis-
criminatory taxation of electronic
commerce.
SENATE RESOLUTION 108
At the request of Mr. ROBB, his name
was added as a cosponsor of Senate
Resolution 108, a resolution desig-
nating the month of March each year
as ‘‘National Colorectal Cancer Aware-
ness Month.”

———

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 62—RECOGNIZING AND HON-
ORING THE HEROIC EFFORTS OF
THE AIR NATIONAL GUARD’S
109TH AIRLIFT WING AND ITS
RESCUE OF DR. JERRI NIELSEN
FROM THE SOUTH POLE

Mr. SCHUMER (for himself and Mr.
MOYNIHAN) submitted the following
concurrent resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Armed
Services:
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S. CON. RES. 62

Whereas the 109th Airlift Wing of the Air
National Guard is based at Stratton Air Na-
tional Guard Base in Glenville, New York;

Whereas the 109th was called upon by the
United States Antarctic Program to under-
take a medical evacuation mission to the
South Pole to rescue Dr. Jerri Nielsen, a
physician who diagnosed herself with breast
cancer;

Whereas the 109th is the only unit in the
world trained and equipped to attempt such
a mission;

Whereas the 10 crew members were pilot
Maj. George R. McAllister Jr., senior mission
commander Col. Marion G. Pritchard, co-
pilot Maj. David Koltermann, navigator Lt.
Col. Bryan M. Fennessy, engineer Ch. M. Sgt.
Michael T. Cristiano, loadmasters Sr. M.
Sgt. Kurt A. Garrison and T. Sgt. David M.
Vesper, flight nurse Maj. Kimberly
Terpening, and medical technicians Ch. M.
Sgt. Michael Casatelli and M. Sgt. Kelly
McDowell;

Whereas the crew departed Stratton Air
Base for McMurdo Station in Antarctica via
Christchurch, New Zealand, on October 6,
1999;

Whereas on October 15, 1999, Aircraft No.
096 departed McMurdo for the South Pole,
where the temperature was approximately
—b3 degrees Celsius;

Whereas Major McAllister piloted a 130,000
pound LC-130 Hercules cargo plane equipped
with Teflon-coated skis to a safe landing on
an icy runway with visibility barely above
minimums established for safe operations;

Whereas less than 25 minutes later, fol-
lowing an emotional goodbye and brief med-
ical evaluation, Dr. Nielsen and the crew
headed back to McMurdo Station;

Whereas the mission lasted 9 days and cov-
ered 11,410 nautical miles; and

Whereas Major McAllister became the first
person ever to land on a polar ice cap at this
time of year: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress recog-
nizes and honors the crew of the Air National
Guard’s 109th Airlift Wing for its heroic ef-
forts in rescuing Dr. Jerri Nielsen from the
South Pole.

—————

SENATE RESOLUTION 207—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE REGARDING FAIR AC-
CESS TO JAPANESE TELE-
COMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES
AND SERVICES

Mr. BAUCUS (for himself and Mr.
GRASSLEY) submitted the following res-
olution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:

S. REs. 207

Whereas the United States has a deep and
sustained interest in the promotion of de-
regulation, competition, and regulatory re-
form in Japan;

Whereas new and bold measures by the
Government of Japan regarding regulatory
reform will help remove the regulatory and
structural impediments to the effective func-
tioning of market forces in the Japanese
economy;

Whereas regulatory reform will increase
the efficient allocation of resources of
Japan, which is critical to returning Japan
to a long-term growth path powered by do-
mestic demand;

Whereas regulatory reform will not only
improve market access for United States
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business and other foreign firms, but will
also enhance consumer choice and economic
prosperity in Japan;

Whereas a sustained recovery of the Japa-
nese economy is vital to a sustained recov-
ery of Asian economies;

Whereas the Japanese economy must serve
as one of the main engines of growth for Asia
and for the global economy;

Whereas the Governments of the United
States and Japan reconfirmed the critical
importance of deregulation, competition,
and regulatory reform when the two govern-
ments established the Enhanced Initiative
on Deregulation and Competition Policy in
1997;

Whereas telecommunications is a critical
sector requiring reform in Japan, where the
market is hampered by a history of laws,
regulations, and monopolistic practices that
do not meet the needs of a competitive mar-
ket;

Whereas as the result of Japan’s laws, reg-
ulations, and monopolistic practices, Japa-
nese consumers and Japanese industry have
been denied the broad benefits of innovative
telecommunications services, cutting edge
technology, and lower prices that competi-
tion would bring to the market;

Whereas Japan’s significant lag in devel-
oping broadband and Internet services, and
Japan’s lag in the entire area of electronic
commerce, is a direct result of a non-
competitive telecommunications regulatory
structure;

Whereas Japan’s lag in developing
broadband and Internet services is evidenced
by the following: (1) Japan has only 17,000,000
Internet users, while the United States has
80,000,000 Internet users; (2) Japan hosts
fewer than 2,000,000 web sites, while the
United States hosts over 30,000,000 web sites;
(3) electronic commerce in Japan is valued
at less than $1,000,000,000, while in the United
States electronic commerce is valued at over
$30,000,000,000; and (4) 19 percent Japan’s
schools are connected to the Internet, while
in the United States 89 percent of schools are
connected; and

Whereas leading edge foreign tele-
communications companies, because of their
high level of technology and innovation, are
the key to building the necessary tele-
communications infrastructure in Japan,
which will only be able to serve Japanese
consumers and industry if there is a funda-
mental change in Japan’s regulatory ap-
proach to telecommunications: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved; That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) the appropriate officials in the execu-
tive branch should implement vigorously the
call for Japan to undertake a major regu-
latory reform in the telecommunications
sector, the so called ‘‘Telecommunications
Big Bang’’;

(2) a ‘“Telecommunications Big Bang”’
must address fundamental legislative and
regulatory issues within a strictly defined
timeframe;

(3) the new telecommunications regulatory
framework should put competition first in
order to encourage new and innovative busi-
nesses to enter the telecommunications mar-
ket in Japan;

(4) the Government of Japan should ensure
that Nippen Telegraph and Telephone Cor-
poration (NTT) and its affiliates (the NTT
Group) are prevented from using their domi-
nant position in the wired and wireless mar-
ket in an anticompetitive manner; and

(5) the Government of Japan should take
credible steps to ensure that competitive
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