October 27, 1999

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, like the
dawn of a new day we should all be
pleased that the President has finally
come around to seeing the Republican
point of view that we should not spend
one penny on other government pro-
grams from our Social Security trust
fund. At the beginning of this year, the
President wanted to spend billions of
Social Security tax dollars on some big
government programs, and I think
today is real progress. However, I am
concerned that instead of helping us
cut bloated Federal bureaucracies to
balance the Federal budget, the Presi-
dent wants to increase taxes on work-
ing Americans.

Mr. Speaker, we know that the
American people are taxed enough. It
has only been through our hard work
that the Federal budget is now bal-
anced. There is no reason for us to
raise one penny on the backs of lower
and middle income families to pay for
bigger Federal Government. That
would be wrong for our hardworking
families and for America. I urge the
Democratic leadership to drop their
plans to raise taxes on working Ameri-
cans and join us in a bipartisan effort
to balance the budget without using
Social Security.

I yield back the balance of my time
and the President’s proposal to raise
taxes on Americans.

——————

REGARDING H.R. 2260, PAIN RELIEF
PROMOTION ACT

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. “Do no harm” is a
tenet that underlies the practice of
medicine in America. But despite the
system we have, the great system for
training, licensure, the safeguards that
are built in, occasionally someone in-
competent, or in this case a group of
people totally unqualified in the prac-
tice of medicine, does harm to an indi-
vidual patient or a group of patients.

Today, the United States Congress
wishes under the leadership of the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. HYDE) to ir-
revocably change end-of-life pain care
in America. On the one hand the bill
that will come up today says you can
aggressively treat pain at the end of
life even if it causes death, but the
other section of the bill says if a death
results in the aggressive management
of pain, the Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration, that well-known bastion of
medical lore, will determine the intent
of the physician who provided that pre-
scription after the fact. This is an ex-
traordinary intrusion not only into
States’ rights but into the practice of
medicine. Inserting the Drug Enforce-
ment Administration into the patient-
doctor relationship is outrageous and
it will set back pain management for
decades in this country.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE

LOCKBOX HELD HOSTAGE

(Mr. BALLENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker, if
you turn on the television networks to-
night, you will see a new broadcast sea-
son under way. There are new shows
and new stars on old shows. TV fans
had a long wait for a new season, more
than 4 months of summer reruns.
American seniors have had a long wait
as well, a long wait for Congress to im-
plement the lockbox protection for
their Social Security. This body passed
the lockbox bill on May 26, 1563 days
ago. Since that time, the other body
has failed to act. Every attempt to
bring the Social Security lockbox up
for a vote has fallen victim to a fili-
buster threat. For 140 days, the minor-
ity party in the other body has held the
lockbox bill hostage. That is long
enough. This year’s fight to stop the
raid on Social Security proves our sen-
iors need and deserve lockbox protec-
tion for their Social Security. Let us
free the Social Security lockbox bill.
One hundred forty days held hostage is
long enough.

————
HURRICANE FLOYD

(Mrs. CLAYTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. CLAYTON. Mr. Speaker, the
cameras have gone, the news stories
have ended, but for the people of east-
ern North Carolina, the misery and the
suffering as a result of Hurricane Floyd
is just beginning. The lives of thou-
sands have been disturbed, disrupted
and disordered. More than anything,
what is now needed is help and hope for
those storm-torn communities.

We expect to provide some of that
help on Saturday, November 6. On that
day, buses will be leaving Capitol Hill
for a morning and afternoon of cleanup
and an evening rally. We will help our
fellow citizens prepare their homes and
their communities for rebuilding, and
we will join later then to urge them to
hold on, to have a sense of hope. I in-
vite my colleagues to go, to get on the
bus with us. And if my colleagues are
willing to lend their hands, their
hearts and their support, I kindly re-
quest that they call my office, and I
will be glad to provide them the infor-
mation.

————

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS COM-
MITTEE TO HOLD HEARING TO
INVESTIGATE INVOLVEMENT OF
CASTRO REGIME IN TORTURING
OF POWS

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
the Committee on International Rela-
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tions will hold a hearing to investigate
the involvement of the Castro regime
in the torturing of American prisoners
of war in North Vietnam in 1967 and
1968. The atrocities committed by Cas-
tro’s men in a prison camp known as
‘“‘the Zoo’ resulted in the death of Air
Force Captain Earl Cobeil, one of the 19
POWs held captive there. The family of
Captain Cobeil and the other POW air-
men who were part of what was later
called the Cuba Program deserve that
their government do everything it can
to bring the guilty individuals to jus-
tice. This hearing is an essential step
in the probe and should pave the way
for additional investigations by the De-
partment of Defense, the FBI and other
Federal agencies.

I want to thank the gentleman from
New York (Mr. GILMAN) for his tremen-
dous support during the preliminary
phase of this investigation. There
should be no statute of limitations
when it comes to bringing to justice
international war criminals who bru-
tally abused our U.S. military officers.
I thank the gentleman from New York
for his decision to hold this important
hearing. It is a testament to his leader-
ship and to his character.

————

BRING OLD RELIABLE BACK TO
ITS PROPER THRONE

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, a 1992
law designed to save water said that
the old standard 3% gallon toilet must
be replaced with a 1% gallon stream-
lined job. It sounds good, but Ameri-
cans have been flushing away ever
since. It has gotten so bad there is now
a black market on old reliables. It is no
joke. Americans are getting potty fa-
tigue flushing their own toilet.

If that is not enough, Members of the
other side, to squeeze your Charmin, if
you get caught flushing an old reliable
in your own home, it is a $2,500 fine.

Beam me up here. I say the nincom-
poop over at EPA who suggested this
policy should go to a proctologist for a
brain scan. Flush this.

I yield back all the constipation over
this issue and urge us to bring old reli-
able back to its appropriate throne.

——

REPUBLICANS DELIVER ON PROM-
ISE TO PROTECT SOCIAL SECU-
RITY

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I do not un-
derstand our friends on the other side
of the aisle. They come down here with
a phony number saying that Repub-
licans are dipping into the Social Secu-
rity trust fund by $13 billion. That is



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-05T16:25:14-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




