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power to make ethical decisions. 4–H helps 
develop the leaders of this nation’s tomorrow. 
The ability to recognize and participate, volun-
tarily, in community service activities is per-
haps one of the greatest ethics we can teach 
our youth. 

Volunteering to help others is a part of the 
American culture. American history is full of 
people who not only recognized that the world 
is full of need, but also did something about it. 
They decided to make their communities bet-
ter places. In today’s seemingly self-oriented 
society it is refreshing to see young people 
recognize the needs of others and volunteer 
their time to benefit those who need help. 

The young people of 4–H programs across 
the nation have set an example of unwavering 
cheerful service to benefitting the welfare of 
others. These youth are truly displaying lead-
ership through service to their fellow man and 
I take great pride in recognizing their contribu-
tions to building better communities. We 
should follow their example and become in-
volved, the opportunities are boundless. 
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Mr. BLAGOJEVICH. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to pay tribute to a distinguished 1998–99 
White House fellow—Jim O’Connor, a resident 
of my 5th Congressional District in Chicago. 

Mr. O’Connor is a management consultant 
at A.T. Kearney in Chicago. He received his 
Bachelor’s Degree in Government and 
English, as well as his Juris Doctor, from 
Georgetown University. Additionally, he re-
ceived an M.B.A from the J.L. Kellogg Grad-
uate School of Management at Northwestern 
University, where founded the Kellogg Corps, 
which sends teams of MBA students to devel-
oping communities around the world. Mr. 
O’Connor served as the first American volun-
teer teacher at a rural Catholic school in 
Lebowa, South Africa. He has also founded 
two organizations—the Field Associates, a 
group of young adults who promote Chicago’s 
Field Museum of Natural History, and the As-
sociates Board of the Big Shoulders Fund, 
which involves young adults in advisory and 
fundraising roles with needy Catholic schools 
in Chicago’s inner city. Mr. O’Connor also 
finds time to participate on several boards, in-
cluding the Guild Board of the Lyric Opera of 
Chicago, the Chicago Community Trust Young 
Leader’s Fund, and Georgetown University’s 
Governing Board. 

Since 1965, the White House Fellowship 
Program has honored outstanding citizens 
who demonstrate excellence in community 
service, leadership, and professional achieve-
ments. It is the country’s most prestigious fel-
lowship for public service and leadership de-
velopment. White House Fellows are chosen 
on the merit of remarkable achievement early 
in their career and the evidence of growth po-
tential. Every year, 500 to 800 applicants na-
tionwide compete for 11 to 19 fellowships. Mr. 
O’Connor has demonstrated a long-standing 
commitment to public service with his involve-

ment in many community-based organizations. 
His tireless efforts on behalf of the people of 
Chicago have earned him the honor of partici-
pating in this prestigious fellowship. 

As a White House Fellow for the U.S. De-
partment of the Treasury, Mr. O’Connor is re-
sponsible for assisting the Community Devel-
opment Financial Institutions Fund in perform-
ance-measure development and planning, as 
well as assisting with a Congressional analysis 
regarding the Hedge Fund Industry. He also 
worked on a creation of BusinessLINC, a sec-
retarial initiative created to enhance partnering 
between woman-owned minority business and 
larger corporate entities. Other projects in-
clude an economic development initiative for 
Washington, D.C., and an analysis of the 
emerging trends in electronic commerce. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in saluting Jim O’Connor for a noteworthy 
record of community service and professional 
and academic excellence. The people of Chi-
cago are the beneficiaries of Jim O’Connor’s 
hard work and good citizenship. 
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Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, families 
in America are facing a housing crisis. Unfor-
tunately, at a time of unprecedented economic 
growth and record unemployment, many are a 
paycheck away from losing their home. 

A report released by Catholic Charities con-
firms that sad truth. Cardinal Francis George, 
the Catholic Archbishop of Chicago, has 
sounded the alarm that, despite being in the 
midst of an economic boom, the housing 
needs of low-income families in Chicago and 
Illinois are unmet. 

The report found that 245,000 low-income 
renters in the Chicago area are competing for 
155,000 apartments with affordable rent. More 
disturbing, the report also found that most of 
those earning minimum wage spend more 
than two-thirds of their income on rent. 

Using the phrase ‘‘housing crisis’’ too often 
may blunt its effectiveness, but there is no 
other way to describe what is happening in 
our cities and communities. Sadly though, no 
matter how many times we say it on the 
House floor, in committee hearings, in commu-
nity meetings with our constituents and local 
elected officials, and in news conferences, 
there are some that choose to turn a deaf ear. 

That is why I submit this Chicago Tribune 
editorial describing the efforts of Cardinal 
George on behalf of families in Chicago and Il-
linois. I am hopeful that in addition to his 
voice, we can break through and find a per-
manent solution to the housing needs of all 
families.

THE CARDINAL LEADS ON HOUSING 
Unemployment is below 5 percent, new 

housing starts are at record levels and near-
ly two-thirds of American families now live 
in their own homes. 

So what’s all this talk about a housing cri-
sis? 

It’s not just talk. It’s a growing reality for 
millions of low- and middle-income working 

families. For them, the recent boom at the 
top has meant fewer rooms at the bottom. 

To some this may sound like left-liberal 
cant. (Has there ever not been a crisis in af-
fordable housing?) But the problem will not 
be so easily dismissed now that it has been 
described at length by Cardinal Francis 
George, the Catholic archbishop of Chicago. 

By placing his personal stamp on a new re-
port by Catholic Charities here, Cardinal 
George has sounded a wake-up call to those 
who thought the economic boom had solved 
the region’s low-income housing squeeze. It 
has not. 

Using data from several official sources, 
the report estimates there are 245,00 low-in-
come renters in the Chicago area competing 
for just 115,000 apartments with rents 
deemed ‘‘affordable’’ (less than 50 percent of 
a family’s monthly income). Statewide, some 
400,000 people are in families spending more 
than half their incomes on rent and utilities. 
Those earning just the minimum wage rou-
tinely spend more than three-quarters of 
their take-home pay on a typical two-bed-
room apartment, leaving precious little for 
food and other necessities. Catholic Char-
ities says its phone lines are buzzing with 
calls for emergency assistance and its home-
less shelters are at capacity. 

Several factors are behind this pinch amid 
plenty. While low mortgage rates and gen-
erous tax deductions have fueled the upscale 
market, the economics of rental housing—for 
both landlord and tenant—remain lackluster 
by comparison. Then there’s galloping 
gentrification, whereby close-in Chicago 
neighborhoods are redeveloped for wealthier 
professionals while less-affluent families go 
packing. Meanwhile, the Chicago Housing 
Authority is demolishing its dysfunctional 
high-rises and sending thousands of impover-
ished tenants into the private market armed 
with federal rent vouchers. 

Calling the housing squeeze a threat to 
family stability across the region, Cardinal 
George is urging action on several fronts. He 
wants Congress and the Illinois legislature 
to fully fund proven subsidized housing pro-
grams. He wants local municipalities—and 
not just Chicago—to redouble efforts to in-
clude affordable units in their housing mix. 
And importantly, he wants all Chicagoans, 
including landlords, to be more accepting of 
members of racial and cultural minorities 
moving into their neighborhoods. 

Good points all. Their implementation 
would extend the world’s most productive 
housing market to families that have, so far, 
been untouched by its bounty.
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Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ex-
press my sympathy and support for the people 
of Armenia in the wake of yesterday’s tragic 
attack on the Armenian parliament. 

Mr. Speaker, Armenia has been a model of 
democracy and market reform in the post-So-
viet world. This past summer, Armenia held 
open and competitive national elections. Just 
this past week, it held exemplary local elec-
tions. Prime Minister Vazgen Sarkisian, Par-
liament Speaker Karen Demirchian, and the 
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