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to assume responsibility for their own lives
and the future of their communities.

TNL has made significant strides in this
area by designing a leadership development
program for middle school students, pro-
viding $88,000 in scholarship moneys through
Texas Southern University (T'SU), and most
importantly, sponsoring our annual Take a
Youth to Work Day. Every year this mile-
stone event pairs African American males
between the ages of 13 and 18 with profes-
sional Black men for a day of mentoring. By
partnering with the current administration,
TNL seeks to expand our outreach efforts.
We will achieve this through continued ad-
vancements in technology, creation of char-
ter organizations, and drawing upon the ex-
pertise of African American leaders both
past and present.

THE HISTORICAL UNDER-COUNT IN THE PAST
CENSUS & THE IMPACT ON AFRICAN AMERICANS

Since the inception of the census count,
Blacks have been consistently under-count-
ed. As a result, the Black community has
been grossly misrepresented and ample fund-
ing has not been secured. One area of vital
importance is health care. In this area, a
new generation of African Americans con-
tinue to lead in the disparity of diseases such
as: infant mortality, diabetes, cancer screen-
ing and management, heart disease, AIDS
and immunizations (diseases identified by
the Administration’s initiative to end racial
and ethnic health disparities). As we move
towards a new millennium, an under-count
in Census 2000 will have an enormous impact
on the reapportionment efforts in this coun-
try. These efforts in turn could jeopardize
minority political representation on the
local, state and federal levels.

REMEDYING PAST UNDER-REPRESENTATION OF

AFRICAN AMERICANS

It is the contention of TNL that one glar-
ing example of the apathy and distrust of
government deals with the under-count of
Blacks in the census. While it is understood
that federal moneys have been set aside to
actively outreach underserved communities,
TNL believes that additional steps are need-
ed to address this long standing problem.

TNL recommends that the White House in-
troduce an initiative similar to the one in-
troduced by the Kennedy Administration
that encouraged Americans to join the Peace
Corps. This initiative would focus on train-
ing and empowering young people to become
active in government. TNL believes that
such an initiative will not only address the
issues of inadequate reapportionment, but
also concerns regarding reparations as well
as the equitable treatment of Black Ameri-
cans caught up in this nation’s burgeoning
criminal justice system.

CONCLUSION

In their purest form, true leaders empower
the constituency they represent, they take
control of adverse circumstances, and they
assume the responsibility for a better way of
life. The best way to instill this ideology is
to train and equip individuals that have been
consistently and systematically denied the
liberties this country has afforded other citi-
Zens.

Therefore, TNL believes that the most ef-
fective way to tackle these issues begin with
empowering every African-American to be-
come motivated and actively engage in the
principals of democracy. If we can accom-
plish this, we will balance the scales of jus-
tice, ensuring fairness and equitable treat-
ment for all, irrespective of race, creed, or
color.

A new era. A new America. The possibili-
ties are endless.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

FORMER SENATOR PAUL SIMON
COMMENTS ON MEDICAL RE-
SEARCH FUNDING
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Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, | submit the
following article for the RECORD.

[From Parade Magazine, Sept. 12, 1999]
“I HAD NO SYMPTOMS OF HEART ATTACK . . .”
(By Paul Simon)

As I look back on my 22 years in the House
and Senate, I realize I would like to change
a few of the votes I cast. Most people—and
politicians probably more than most—hate
to admit they are wrong. I was wrong
though, and that was brought home to me re-
cently in a most dramatic way.

It started when I happened to read a maga-
zine article on a new device for measuring
blockage of the heart arteries. The device
takes a type of picture of the heart and coro-
nary arteries (called a ‘‘heart scan,” some-
thing like an X-ray) that can pick up hidden
problems. I had no symptoms of heart trou-
ble, such as chest pain or shortness of
breath, but the article noted that about 20
percent of those over 60 (I am 70) who have a
heart attack or stroke have no advance
warnings.

I set up an appointment for a heart scan at
Rush-Presbyterian-St. Luke’s Medical Cen-
ter in Chicago on Nov. 10 last year. The scan
took 10 minutes, but the results were star-
tling: I was headed for a heart attack or
stroke. As a result, last Jan. 5 I had a six-
way heart bypass operation.

Today, I'm doing fine. It turns out that the
heart scan—developed as a result of research
done by Douglas Boyd at the University of
California at San Francisco—probably saved
my life. Sadly, I had to admit to myself that
supporting funds for medical research was
not something I devoted much time or effort
to when I served in the Congress. I felt other
issues were more important. Now I know how
wrong I was. All around me are others—
former colleagues and friends—who have
benefited from medical research:

The TV talk-show host Larry King, who
has had serious heart problems and under-
gone bypass surgery, often says, ‘‘Because of
research, I'm alive today.”’

Sen. Ted Stevens (R., Alaska) and former
Sen. Bob Dole (R., Kan.) had successful sur-
gery for prostate cancer thanks to the bene-
fits of medical discoveries.

U.S. Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D., Conn.) has
been successfully treated for ovarian cancer.

But I also think of those who lost their
battles or still struggle because not enough
research has been done:

Jay Monahan, husband of the Today host
Katie Couric, died at age 42 from colon can-
cer, because we don’t yet have enough weap-
ons against that disease.

Rep. Morris Udall (D., Ariz.) died of Par-
kinson’s disease, another illness for which
we’re still seeking a cure. I watched Udall—
a brilliant legislator with a great sense of
humor—gradually decline in health. What a
waste of talent that could have been pre-
vented with more research!

My first memories of Christopher Reeve
are of a dynamic, vibrant actor interested in
public affairs. He is still vibrant and dy-
namic but more focused in his public-affairs
interest as he presses with an understand-
able zealotry for research in spinal-cord inju-
ries.
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Rachel Mann, a marvelous young woman
and family friend, had cystic fibrosis, the
largest genetic killer of children. Because of
her, I did push for additional funds for re-
search into this disease when I was in Con-
gress, but she ultimately lost her battle at
age 25.

WE CAN DO BETTER

A century ago, the average U.S. citizen
lived to be 48. Now we live to an average of
76—thanks in large part to medical research.
Pharmaceutical companies do an excellent
job in research, and they increased their re-
search spending from $2 billion in 1980 to $20
billion in 1998. But we can’t rely on them for
basic research efforts. That’s why funding
for the National Institutes of Health, which
does basic research that can benefit us all, is
so important. Its funding has doubled in the
last 156 years—to $15 billion. But while $15
billion is a sizable sum, it is inadequate
when compared to what we spend on legal-
ized gambling ($638 billion in 1997), alcohol
($95 billion) and cigarettes ($50 billion). Two-
thirds of Americans agree that funding for
medical research should be doubled, accord-
ing to a poll taken last year by the nonprofit
advocacy group Research! America. Yet, for
the fiscal year beginning Oct. 1, President
Clinton has asked for just a 2.1 percent in-
crease—barely above the inflation rate.

That’s not nearly enough. We must do
more. Greater focus on research would be a
marvelous gift to future generations of my
family and of yours. I know. It already has
been a marvelous gift to me.

———

MATTYDALE, N.Y. SCHOOL CELE-
BRATES “VETERANS AWARE-
NESS WEEK”
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Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, | want to bring to
the attention of the House of Representatives
today the patriotic and noble intentions of stu-
dents at St. Margaret’s School in Mattydale,
New York, in my home district. These young
people, by way of Ms. Kimberly Arnold’s So-
cial Studies class, have taken it upon them-
selves this year to institute a new celebration
honoring veterans of U.S. military service.

On November 8, 1999 the students will cel-
ebrate the first Veterans Awareness Week.
The program will include patriotic songs by the
school choir, essay contest readings, distribu-
tion of ribbons and special recognition by chil-
dren to veterans in their immediate families.

This is a remarkable and worthy celebration
of the sacrifices made by veterans in the
United States. Worthy, because of the great
service veterans have given our nation and
the free world. Remarkable, because these
young people have taken the initiative to rec-
ognize veterans in a time of peace. That their
young lives include sensitivity to the fact that
freedom is not free is wonderful tribute to our
armed forces, past and present, and to the
Founders of the United States of America.
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