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On March 1, I will introduce the 

Firesafe Cigarette Act to require ciga-
rette companies to make cigarettes 
less likely to burn people’s houses 
down. Mr. Speaker, there are cigarettes 
on the market that will extinguish 
after 5 minutes and the tobacco compa-
nies should use these. 

f 

REDUCE TAXES ON HARD- 
WORKING AMERICANS 

(Mr. FOSSELLA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. FOSSELLA. Mr. Speaker, the 
question before us is faith. Do we place 
our total faith in the Federal Govern-
ment or do we place our faith in the 
American people? 

Not too long ago here in Washington 
we were faced with huge budget defi-
cits. And because of a responsible Re-
publican Congress, we now are on the 
path to prosperity because of the hard 
work of the American people. We were 
told then we could not cut taxes, and 
we did. And today we are facing a huge 
budget surplus here in Washington, and 
if left alone it will be spent here in 
Washington. Now we are told again 
today from those same people, we can-
not cut taxes. 

Well, let us lay down the line right 
now. If we believe in the American peo-
ple, if we believe that this is still the 
country of hope and opportunity and 
that anybody, given the right set of in-
centives and hard work and notions of 
personal responsibility, can go out 
there and succeed, let us reduce the 
taxes on the hard-working American 
people, let them keep more of their 
hard-earned money, and let us send the 
promise back to them. Let us promise 
them that if we give them the tools to 
succeed, we believe in them, not the 
people here in Washington, who all 
they will do is spend that money and 
too often unwisely. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE IS IN CRISIS 
(Mr. HUNTER asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, national 
defense is in crisis. We are going to be 
18,000 sailors short this year in the U.S. 
Navy. We are going to be 700 pilots 
short in the Air Force. We are short on 
basic ammunition in the Army and the 
Marine Corps. Our equipment is aging. 
And we have an inadequate budget. We 
have a budget which is $150 billion less 
on an annual basis than the Reagan 
budgets of the mid-1980s. 

Now, we do not have to go back up to 
the Reagan budgets because the Cold 
War is over, but we do have to add an 
additional $20 billion this year. The 
President has only offered $4 billion of 
that $20 billion that the services re-
quest. 

Now is the time to rebuild national 
defense and this is the House to do it. 

f 

AMERICANS NEED TAX RELIEF 

(Mr. BRADY of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
Americans are not taxed too much? 
Look at how we spend our day. 

We get up in the morning, get our 
first cup of coffee on which we pay a 
sales tax. Jump in the shower and we 
pay a water tax. Get in our car to drive 
to work and pay a fuel tax. At work we 
pay an income tax and a payroll tax. 
Drive home to the house on which we 
pay a property tax. Flip on the lights 
and pay an electricity tax. Turn on the 
TV, pay a cable tax. Pick up the tele-
phone, pay a telephone tax. Kiss our 
spouse good night and pay a marriage 
penalty tax. And on and on and on 
until, at the end of our lives, we pay a 
death tax. 

Well, no wonder families and the el-
derly in this country have such a tough 
time making ends meet. They need re-
lief, and the Republican plan provides 
it. 

f 

MANDATES INFORMATION ACT OF 
1999 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
KINGSTON). Pursuant to House Resolu-
tion 36 and rule XVIII, the Chair de-
clares the House in the Committee of 
the Whole House on the State of the 
Union for the further consideration of 
the bill, H.R. 350. 
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union for the 
further consideration of the bill (H.R. 
350) to improve congressional delibera-
tion on proposed Federal private sector 
mandates, and for other purposes, with 
Mr. BRADY of Texas (Chairman pro 
tempore) in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. When 

the Committee of the Whole rose on 
Thursday, February 4, 1999, all time for 
general debate had expired. 

The amendment in the nature of a 
substitute printed in the bill shall be 
considered by sections as an original 
bill for the purpose of amendment, and 
pursuant to the rule, each section is 
considered read. 

During consideration of the bill for 
amendment, the Chair may accord pri-
ority in recognition to a Member offer-
ing an amendment that he or she has 
printed in the designated place in the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. Those amend-
ments will be considered read. 

The Chairman of the Committee of 
the Whole may postpone a request for a 
recorded vote on any amendment and 

may reduce to a minimum of 5 minutes 
the time for voting on any postponed 
question that immediately follows an-
other vote, provided that the time for 
voting on the first question shall be a 
minimum of 15 minutes. 

The Clerk will designate section 1. 
The text of section 1 is as follows: 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Mandates In-
formation Act of 1999’’. 

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. Are 
there any amendments to section 1? 

If not, the Clerk will designate sec-
tion 2. 

The text of section 2 is as follows: 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

The Congress finds the following: 
(1) Before acting on proposed private sector 

mandates, the Congress should carefully con-
sider the effects on consumers, workers, and 
small businesses. 

(2) The Congress has often acted without ade-
quate information concerning the costs of pri-
vate sector mandates, instead focusing only on 
the benefits. 

(3) The implementation of the Unfunded Man-
dates Reform Act of 1995 has resulted in in-
creased awareness of intergovernmental man-
dates without impacting existing environmental, 
public health, or safety laws or regulations. 

(4) The implementation of this Act will en-
hance the awareness of prospective mandates on 
the private sector without adversely affecting 
existing environmental, public health, or safety 
laws or regulations. 

(5) The costs of private sector mandates are 
often borne in part by consumers, in the form of 
higher prices and reduced availability of goods 
and services. 

(6) The costs of private sector mandates are 
often borne in part by workers, in the form of 
lower wages, reduced benefits, and fewer job op-
portunities. 

(7) The costs of private sector mandates are 
often borne in part by small businesses, in the 
form of hiring disincentives and stunted growth. 

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. Are 
there any amendments to section 2? 

If not, the Clerk will designate sec-
tion 3. 

The text of section 3 is as follows: 
SEC. 3. PURPOSES. 

The purposes of this Act are the following: 
(1) To improve the quality of the Congress’ de-

liberation with respect to proposed mandates on 
the private sector, by— 

(A) providing the Congress with more complete 
information about the effects of such mandates; 
and 

(B) ensuring that the Congress acts on such 
mandates only after focused deliberation on the 
effects. 

(2) To enhance the ability of the Congress to 
distinguish between private sector mandates 
that harm consumers, workers, and small busi-
nesses, and mandates that help those groups. 

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. Are 
there any amendments to section 3? 

If not, the Clerk will designate sec-
tion 4. 

The text of section 4 is as follows: 
SEC. 4. FEDERAL PRIVATE SECTOR MANDATES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.— 
(1) ESTIMATES.—Section 424(b)(2) of the Con-

gressional Budget Act of 1974 (2 U.S.C. 
658c(b)(2)) is amended— 
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