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pay tribute to a fellow Arkansan, Scott 
Bates, who was struck and killed by a 
car on Friday. He will be severely 
missed by all of us. 

Scott was born in Pine Bluff, AR, 
where he was active in church and the 
Boy Scouts, achieving the rank of 
Eagle Scout. He developed a love of 
politics, which he followed to Wash-
ington, D.C. For twenty-six years, he 
performed dedicated service to the Sen-
ate, the last eight as the Senate’s Leg-
islative Clerk, working tirelessly be-
hind the scenes to ensure the smooth 
operation of this institution. Scott was 
perhaps most visible, or audible, in 
that role because of his deep, resonant 
voice, calling the roll or reading legis-
lation. 

But Scott was much more than a dig-
nifying voice to the Senate. He was a 
husband, a father, a colleague, and a 
friend to many. I spent a lot of time in 
the last two years with him, learning 
the ways of the Senate. Scott and I 
would reminisce about our common Ar-
kansas roots and our mutual love for 
the Razorbacks. He was a man of honor 
and humility, an encouragement to 
both staffers and Senators. 

We pray for his wife Ricki. May the 
Lord grant her a swift recovery from 
her surgery. We pray for his three chil-
dren, Lori, Lisa, and Paul, and for his 
family in Arkansas. May the Lord 
bring healing to them in their time of 
loss. 

We grieve and we mourn his passing, 
for we know that the Senate and the 
world will be a better place because of 
his life. 
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TRIBUTE TO LYNDA NERSESIAN 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I 
want to take a moment to lament the 
too early death on December 19, after a 
four-year long battle with breast can-
cer, of a former staff member and 
friend, Lynda Nersesian, and to offer 
my heartfelt sympathy to her husband 
Robert Rae Gordon; her two children, 
nine year old George Raeburn Gordon, 
and six year old Louise Grace Gordon; 
her parents, Elsie Louise Nazarian and 
Serop S. Nersesian; her brother Robert 
S. Nersesian; and the many, many 
friends and associates in the Congress 
and in Washington who will miss her 
greatly. 

Lynda served in the Senate for six 
and one-half years, from August 4, 1980 
to January 5, 1987. She began her Sen-
ate career in the office of Senator Dole 
where she worked on energy and envi-
ronmental issues. Lynda left Senator 
Dole’s office in April of 1981 to join my 
staff as a staff attorney on the Sub-
committee on Agency Administration 
of the Judiciary Committee, which I 
then chaired. On the Subcommittee, 
Lynda worked on a number of my high-
est legislative priorities. She consist-
ently demonstrated initiative, intel-
ligence, and savvy. 

When I became Chairman of the Sub-
committee on Aging of the Labor and 
Human Resources Committee at the 
beginning of the 98th Congress in 1983, 
the strong leadership qualities that 
Lynda consistently demonstrated in 
her work on the Administrative Prac-
tices Subcommittee made her the per-
fect choice to serve as chief counsel 
and staff director of the Subcommittee 
on Aging. In that capacity, she orga-
nized the office, recruited a staff, and 
oversaw the work of the Subcommittee 
through 1983. She was also responsible 
for advising me on major bills relating 
to pharmaceutical drugs which were 
then under consideration by the Com-
mittee. 

In late 1983, Lynda once again seemed 
the perfect choice for a position of 
major responsibility, this time as the 
chief counsel and staff director of the 
Subcommittee on Administrative Prac-
tice and Procedure. In that capacity, 
she was responsible for the Child Por-
nography Act. She also worked on what 
became the 1986 amendments to the 
False Claims Act and the Equal Access 
to Justice Act. And she worked on de-
fense procurement fraud. These were 
among my highest legislative and over-
sight priorities at that time. 

After serving as chief counsel of the 
Subcommittee until January 21, 1985, 
Senator Dole asked Lynda to be the as-
sistant secretary of the Senate. She 
served in that capacity until January 
5, 1987, when she left the Senate to be-
come legislative counsel to the Phar-
maceutical Manufacturers’ Associa-
tion. In due course, Lynda again as-
sumed greater responsibility, becoming 
the Association’s vice president for 
government relations, a position she 
held until she left to build her own con-
sulting firm, the Columbia Consulting 
Group. 

Mr. President, Lynda Nersesian was a 
unique and remarkable individual. Her 
personal qualities of drive, decisive-
ness, intelligence, common sense, per-
sistence, and good humor were evident 
to all who came in contact with her. It 
was easy to have confidence in Lynda; 
she always knew what to do. Her mani-
fest talents invariably led her to be en-
trusted with positions of responsi-
bility. She contributed much in the 
time given to her. She will be greatly 
missed. 
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FOOD AND MEDICINE FOR THE 
WORLD ACT 

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I 
am pleased to join my distinguished 
colleagues, Senators ASHCROFT, BAU-
CUS, and KERREY, in authoring the 
Food and Medicine for the World Act of 
1999, which would limit the ability of 
the U.S. government to unilaterally 
cut off our exports of food and medi-
cine to foreign countries. 

The current stressed state of the 
farm economy is simply highlighting a 

problem that has existed in U.S. for-
eign policy for years. That is, our law 
allows for the application of unilateral 
sanctions on the export of food, despite 
extensive evidence that this policy is 
not only ineffective in achieving U.S. 
foreign policy goals but also is harmful 
to American economic interests. This 
is especially the case for agricultural 
commodities, which are readily avail-
able from other suppliers around the 
world and which are a critical compo-
nent of the U.S. export portfolio. More-
over, limiting access to food and med-
ical products is likely to have the most 
devastating effect on not the govern-
ments that the U.S. seeks to punish, 
but rather the poorest citizens of the 
foreign country. Thus it makes sense 
for the U.S. to engage with the citizens 
of that country by supplying—either 
through aid programs or through 
trade—basic life-sustaining products. 

This bill takes a moderate approach 
and prohibits sanctioning of food and 
medical products only. It also provides 
a safeguard by allowing the prohibition 
to be waived if the President submits a 
report to Congress asking that the 
sanction include agriculture and medi-
cine and Congress approves, through an 
expedited process, his request to sanc-
tion. Therefore, there is a mechanism 
to prohibit aid or trade from occurring 
with a rogue foreign regime when there 
is broad national consensus that it is 
the right thing to do. I believe that 
this is a reasonable balance between 
our need so stop using ineffective agri-
cultural sanctions and our need to con-
tinue protecting U.S. foreign policy in-
terests. 

It is high time we stop shooting our-
selves in the foot by cutting off agri-
cultural exports, which are a real 
building block of the U.S. economy. I 
am encouraged that many members of 
the Senate have focused their atten-
tion on this problem and I look forward 
to working with my colleagues on a bi-
partisan basis to enact needed reforms. 
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PRESIDENT CLINTON SHOULD 
FEEL THE DISDAIN OF THE SEN-
ATE 
Mr. CHAFEE. Mr. President, the Sen-

ate has been held in the grip of the im-
peachment trial for the past six weeks. 
The House has been involved in the im-
peachment process for the past six 
months, and the Nation has been di-
vided over the actions and fate of the 
President for more than a year. We 
were not compelled to undertake this 
nearly unprecedented Constitutional 
remedy by partisanship, as some at the 
White House have suggested. We were 
driven to this point by Bill Clinton and 
Bill Clinton alone. 

Although I voted to acquit the Presi-
dent on the charges, I have no doubt 
that if I served in the House, I would 
have voted to impeach him. 

Chairman HYDE offered the White 
House every opportunity to defend the 
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