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accomplishments of Michigan State’s
basketball program are tremendous: 15
First-Team All-Americans, seven Big
Ten championships, four Big Ten play-
ers of the year, 12 NCAA Tournament
appearances, and one National Cham-
pionship.

I extend my warmest regards and
best wishes to the 1998 National Coach
of the Year, Tom Izzo, and all current
Spartan players. I also applaud all past
coaches, players, and supporters of
Spartan Basketball’s first one hundred
years. I hope the next century is as ex-
citing and successful as the first.e

TRIBUTE TO GORDON M. SHERMAN

e Mr. CLELAND. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor Gordon Sherman, of
Dunwoody, Georgia, who after more
than four decades of dedicated service
to the Social Security Administration
retired on December 31, 1998. He is an
outstanding example to his family and
friends, and has been an asset to the
many communities that he has touched
over the years.

Gordon has more than 40 years of
combined military and civilian federal
service. He began working for the So-
cial Security Administration in 1958
and has served as the Southeast Re-
gional Commissioner to the Social Se-
curity Administration (SSA) since Oc-
tober 1975. In this role, he has been re-
sponsible for supervision, coordination,
executive leadership, and effective and
efficient administration of the Social
Security program in the eight south-
eastern states.

As a career senior governmental ex-
ecutive, he has received many awards
in honor of his noteworthy accomplish-
ments and outstanding leadership over
the years. Several of Gordon’s most
prestigious awards are the U.S. Army
Legion of Merit medal, two Presi-
dential Meritorious Executive Rank
Awards, the National Public Service
Award from the American Society of
Public Administration (ASPA) and the
National Academy of Public Adminis-
tration (NAPA), the coveted Ewell T.
Bartlett National Award for Humanity
in Government, and the national
“Making the King Holiday Award”
from the Martin Luther King, Jr., Fed-
eral Holiday Commission for his assist-
ance in making this holiday a reality.

As a native of Alabama, he graduated
from Auburn University with a B.S. de-
gree and received J.D. and LL.M de-
grees, as well as an honorary LL.D
from Woodrow Wilson College of Law
and completed the Senior Managers in
Government (SMG) program at the
John F. KENNEDY School of Govern-
ment at Harvard University. Gordon
and his wife Miriam are also associated
with several business, educational, pro-
fessional, civic, service and volunteer
organizations in the Dunwoody area.

Mr. President, I would like to honor
and commend Gordon Sherman for his
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outstanding and innumerable contribu-
tions over the years to the State of
Georgia and to our entire Nation, and
ask you and my colleagues to join me
in saluting and congratulating Gordon
on his retirement. Gordon, you truly
are a great American, and I wish you
many more joyous years in the future.e

———

TRIBUTE TO THE VETERANS OF
THE PERSIAN GULF WAR

e Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to the brave men
and women who risked their lives
fighting in the Persian Gulf War.

February 27 marks the eighth anni-
versary of the end of the Persian Gulf
War and the liberation of Kuwait. After
seven months of Iraqi occupation re-
sulting in a six-week war, and cumu-
lating in 100 hours of land attacks, Iraq
was forced to withdraw from Kuwait.
When it was all over, 697,000 U.S. troops
had been deployed to the area and had
helped gain freedom for the Kuwaitis.
We honor the courageous men and
women who fought in the war and espe-
cially those who lost their lives while
fighting to protect the ideals America
stands for; that is, freedom and liberty
for all.

As Americans, we enjoy many free-
doms. When our Forefathers declared
independence from Britain, they cited
the ‘“‘right to life, liberty and the pur-
suit of happiness” as the rights of all
citizens. These inalienable rights can-
not be taken away by anyone. After
America won its independence and had
drafted a constitution, a section was
added to secure certain rights of all
Americans. This addendum was called
the Bill of Rights, and it ensures all
citizens freedom of speech and freedom
of religion. Unfortunately, we some-
times take these freedoms for granted
and forget that not all people around
the world enjoy the same inalienable
rights that we do, nor can they protect
themselves from  aggressors who
threaten to take away their liberty.

When Saddam Hussein invaded Ku-
wait, he took away their freedom and
threatened to oppress the people. As a
promotor of freedom and liberty, the
United States stepped in to defend the
rights of Kuwaitis. Although war is a
grave option, all people deserve the
chance to live without oppression. Be-
fore turning to war, our first move is to
find a solution peacefully through ne-
gotiations. Yet, sometimes this option
fails. As much as we want to achieve
world peace through diplomatic means,
the unfortunate reality is that some-
times we face many complicated inter-
national problems, which must be dealt
with in other ways.

Because of the actions of Saddam
Hussein, the Persian Gulf War was un-
avoidable. The TU.S. Armed Forces
came together with our Allies to fight
for the rights of the people of Kuwait.
We should be proud of the heroic men
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and women, including the members of
the Minnesota Reserve and Guard, who
fought for the freedom of others. These
men and women put their lives on the
line without hesitation.

Mr. President, eight years ago, Amer-
ican soldiers bravely won freedom for a
small country in the Middle East. I am
honored today to pay tribute to these
courageous men and women who fought
in the Persian Gulf War.e

TRIBUTE TO BARNEY DWYER

e Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I
rise today to pay tribute to friend and
former colleague in Congress, Bernard
Dwyer. Barney, as he was affection-
ately known, was a devoted public
servant and respected New Jerseyan,
having served 12 years in the House of
Representatives.

Mr. President, you might not know
how devoted he actually was, since he
never delivered a speech on the floor of
the House. But Barney was proud of
that record.

He worked proudly, and tirelessly,
behind the scenes in Congress as a
member of the House Appropriations
Committee to fund myriad projects for
New Jersey and for the country. Only
some of the examples of his hard work
was his support of AMTRAK and New
Jersey’s transportation funding needs,
his backing of an alcohol abuse pro-
gram at Rutgers University, and his as-
sistance in helping the Red Cross re-
ceive grants for AIDS education pro-
grams. Whether he was improving side-
walks, street lamps, public schools or
community park paths, Barney ap-
proached his work with the same dili-
gence and passion.

Mr. President, Barney began his ca-
reer over forty years ago, serving as
councilman and mayor in Edison, New
Jersey. He then served as a state sen-
ator of New Jersey for six years, acting
as both senate majority leader and as
chairman of the Legislature’s joint ap-
propriations committee.

Before going into politics, Barney
also served in World War II. He was the
believed to be the only member of Con-
gress to have survived the attack on
Pearl Harbor in 1941.

Mr. President, Barney Dwyer stood
out in New Jersey’s political commu-
nity as warm, compassionate, modest,
even humble. He was an honorable
statesman and a man of the highest in-
tegrity. And he will be sorely missed.

I would like to send my sincerest
condolences to Barney’s family.e

———

TRIBUTE TO WOMEN’S RESOURCE
CENTER

e Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, I
rise today to recognize the Women’s
Resource Center of Lackawanna and
Susquehanna Counties in Pennsylvania
for providing more than 20 years of
shelter and counseling to adults and
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