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would also announce that the planes had 
been shot down over Cuban waters. 

Additionally, the Clinton Administration or-
dered that on February 24th, the U.S. Air 
Force not protect the planes of Brothers to the 
Rescue. 

We all know that Pablo Morales, Armando 
Alejandre Jr., Mario de la Pena and Carlos 
Costa were brutally murdered on February 24, 
1996. I am sure that those four martyrs of 
peace and patriotism will be duly memorialized 
in the democratic Cuba of tomorrow, as they 
are in South Florida today. 

The intervention of the imponderable, of 
destiny, saved the third Brothers to the Res-
cue plane which flew on February 24, 1996, 
the plane flown by Jose Basulto. That inter-
vention of the imponderable made it possible 
for the world and for history to know that the 
planes were shot down over international wa-
ters, while engaged in a peaceful and humani-
tarian mission. Roque had to remain quiet and 
the Clinton Administration as well as the Cas-
tro dictatorship had to accept the Helms-Bur-
ton Law (with the codification of the embargo, 
codification being something which neither the 
Clinton Administration nor Castro ever ex-
pected was going to be part of the Helms-Bur-
ton Law). 

After the murders, there are two obvious 
questions which need to be answered. 

First, why was the order given on February 
24, 1996 to the U.S. Air Force that it not pro-
tect the planes of the Brothers to the Rescue? 
In effect, the White House had to have issued 
a counter order for that day, since a standing 
order exists requiring the U.S. Air Force to 
intercept every plane that is detected coming 
toward the United States from Cuba. 

And secondly, why has Castro not been 
prosecuted for his cold blooded murders of 
February 24, 1996, even after he admitted to 
the international press that he himself ordered 
the murders? 
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IN MEMORY OF OFFICER STEVEN 
MICHAEL JERMAN 

HON. JOHN E. PETERSON 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 24, 1999 

Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, like many communities in my district, 
Kane, Pennsylvania is a town of less than 
6,000. It is a quaint and quiet community 
where residents share similar values, beliefs 
and a strong work ethic. Sadly however, Kane 
residents must now share in their pain, sor-
row, and sense of loss. 

Last weekend, Kane lost one of its finest in-
dividuals. Kane Police Officer Steven Michael 
Jerman was killed in the line of duty. Officer 
Jerman was a 23-year veteran of the small- 
town police force and was regarded with the 
utmost of respect by all who knew him. He de-
voted his career to helping youngsters by 
steering them away from the destructive path 
of drugs and alcohol. Officer Jerman ran a 
drug-prevention program which is credited for 
saving the lives and livelihoods of dozens of 
teens in the Kane area. 

Ironically, it would be the issue about which 
he had the most passion that would take the 

life of Officer Jerman. He was shot and killed 
by a teenager who got drunk, got behind a 
wheel and became violent—the very behavior 
he fought so hard to stop. 

This incident, which has devastated the 
community, is an eerie reminder that drug and 
alcohol abuse by our nation’s youth is all too 
prevalent. I believe the best way to honor the 
life of Officer Jerman is for the community, po-
lice force, and for family and friends of Jerman 
to carry out his legacy by continuing the fight 
against drugs and alcohol among our youth. 

My wife Sandy and I offer our heartfelt and 
sincere sympathy to Jerman’s wife and two 
children for this tragic loss. We also share in 
the sorrow of the town of Kane and entire 
Commonwealth. 
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SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF JOHN H. 
KELLER, SR., OF LIMA, OH UPON 
HIS 90TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. MICHAEL G. OXLEY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 24, 1999 

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor a 
true public servant and model citizen on the 
occasion of his 90th birthday. 

On March 12, 1909, John H. Keller, Sr., was 
born in Lima, OH. In 1927, John graduated 
from Lima Central High School, where he was 
president of the Allen County Wheelman—a 
group of bicycling enthusiasts. He went on to 
Bluffton College, where he graduated on June 
10, 1931. He received further instruction at 
Northwestern University’s Garrett Theological 
Seminary in Chicago. He married Charlotte 
Mary Basinger in 1936. 

John Keller is above all else a tireless civic 
participant. He has committed himself to wit-
ness and take part in countless governmental 
meetings which deliberate for the public good 
and he has served as a board member for 
agencies such as the city of Lima Tree Com-
mission among others. 

From 1941 through 1974, John worked as a 
brakeman and conductor on the Nickel Plate 
Road and on the Norfolk & Western Railway. 
He was an officer of Local No. 457 of the 
United Transportation Union, and past-presi-
dent and legislative representative (1950– 
1974) of Lodge No. 200 of the Brotherhood of 
Railroad Trainmen. 

Mr. Keller has recently retired from the 
board of trustees of the Allen County Historical 
Society after five decades of service. Mr. Kel-
ler is recognized as a respected expert on rail-
roads. The Allen County Historical Museum’s 
impressive collection of railroad artifacts, 
records, and memorabilia, reported to be one 
of the best in the Nation and named the John 
H. Keller Collection, is a direct result of Mr. 
Keller’s outstanding reputation in his field. 

Besides being able to recount much of Allen 
County’s history, John Keller, has been an ac-
tive participant in shaping much of it for over 
80 years. It gives me great pleasure to con-
gratulate him on his 90th birthday and wish 
him many, many more. 

IN HONOR OF MR. BILL WRIGHT— 
DONIPHAN, MO 1999 CITIZEN OF 
THE YEAR 

HON. JO ANN EMERSON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 24, 1999 

Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, on Saturday, 
February 20, 1999, Mr. Bill Wright of 
Doniphan, Missouri was honored by the local 
Chamber of Commerce as the 1999 Citizen of 
the Year. More specifically, Bill was nominated 
for this recognition by his community because 
of his lifetime commitment to the Town of 
Doniphan—which makes this honor that much 
sweeter. 

Bill is well known in his community. He has 
been a life-long resident of Doniphan which is 
a small rural community located just outside 
the Mark Twain National Forest in Ripley 
County, Missouri. In fact, Bill has not only 
lived in the same town all of his life, but his 
home is on the very same spot of the original 
house in which he was born in 1917. Bill’s 
family history in Doniphan is well established 
with one of the local parks, the Wright Park 
along Bill’s beloved Current River, was named 
after his forefathers. Bill graduated from 
Doniphan High School in 1935 and attended 
Westminister College in Fulton, Missouri from 
1935 to 1937. Having played basketball in 
high school, Bill continues to be an avid fan of 
the sport. He is a regular spectator of the 
Doniphan High School ‘‘Don’’ and ‘‘Donettes’’ 
basketball. The morning after every game Bill 
can be heard on the local radio recapping the 
events. According to Bill, his continued ties to 
the high school have allowed him to ‘‘keep in 
touch with more school students than he could 
have otherwise,’’ and he has made bonds that 
have lasted through the generations. 

In addition to his love of basketball, Bill is a 
husband, a father and a grandfather. He has 
been married to Louise—who shares his love 
of basketball—for 33 years, and they have a 
daughter and a son and six grandchildren. Bill 
is a lifetime member of the United Methodist 
Church, where he served several years as the 
church secretary and where he just finished a 
year term as president of the church men’s or-
ganization. He also served 4 years in the 
Army, where he served a tour of duty in Eu-
rope. 

I know from personal experience that Bill is 
a very active and energetic member of his 
community, and his positive contribution to his 
community is reflected through the Doniphan 
townsfolk’s nominating Bill for Citizen of the 
Year. I think that Doniphan Chamber of Com-
merce President Russ O’Neil best sums up 
the essence of Bill Wright when he said that 
Bill ‘‘could be counted on for a friendly smile, 
a handshake and a kind word. [Bill] has been 
actively involved in Doniphan and the commu-
nity for many years and has chosen to support 
activities that would have positive affects on 
the people who call Doniphan home.’’ Con-
gratulations, Bill. May you, your loved ones, 
and the people of Doniphan be blessed with 
many more years of your thoughtful dedication 
to family, community and country. 
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