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Messrs. RAMSTAD, DOGGETT, GIL-
MAN, BALDACCI, PASTOR and 
FRELINGHUYSEN changed their vote 
from ‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

So (two-thirds not having voted in 
favor thereof) the motion was rejected. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 2528 

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to have my name 
removed as a cosponsor of H.R. 2528, 
the Immigration Reorganization and 
Reform Act of 1999. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BARRETT of Nebraska). Is there objec-
tion to the request of the gentleman 
from California? 

There was no objection. 

f 

FURTHER CONTINUING APPRO-
PRIATIONS, FISCAL YEAR 2000 

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
pursuant to the previous order of the 
House, I call up the joint resolution 
(H.J. Res. 75) making further con-
tinuing appropriations for the fiscal 
year 2000, and for other purposes, and 
ask for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the title of the joint 
resolution.

The text of House Joint Resolution 75 
is as follows:

H.J. RES. 75

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That Public Law 106–62 is 
further amended by striking ‘‘November 5, 
1999’’ in section 106(c) and inserting in lieu 
thereof ‘‘November 10, 1999’’. Public Law 106–
46 is amended by striking ‘‘November 5, 1999’’ 
and inserting in lieu thereof ‘‘November 10, 
1999’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HANSEN). Pursuant to the order of the 

House of today, the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. YOUNG) and the gentleman 
from Wisconsin (Mr. OBEY) each will 
control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. YOUNG).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H. J. Res. 75, and that I may 
include tabular and extraneous mate-
rial.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HANSEN). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Florida? 

There was no objection.
Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 

I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, the current continuing 
resolution, under which the agencies 
that are funded in the five remaining 
uncompleted appropriations bills ex-
pires tomorrow night. Negotiations on 
these remaining bills are ongoing. 
However, I must say that while we are 
making some progress in our negotia-
tions with the administration, they are 
going slow but sure. So it appears we 
will not be able to complete our agree-
ments on these remaining bills for the 
next several days. 

As the CR that we are operating 
under presently expires at midnight to-
morrow night, the joint resolution be-
fore the House would extend the provi-
sions of the current CR until November 
10. I would have preferred that we 
would have been able to have com-
pleted our work by tomorrow night, 
but the issues involved require addi-
tional time to work out. In light of this 
situation, I urge all Members to sup-
port this extension. 

I would say again that we have been 
spending early mornings, long days, 
and late nights in negotiation with the 
representatives from the President’s 
office, and we are making progress. The 
meetings are and have been construc-
tive, and we do hope that we can finish 
our business sooner rather than later. I 
would also point out that this House 
has done a very good job of getting its 
appropriations matters considered. 
This will be the 32nd appropriations 
measure to be voted on in the House in 
preparing for fiscal year 2000.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self 7 minutes. 

Mr. Speaker, why are we here? I have 
been trying to answer that question 
every time we bring a new continuing 
resolution to the floor. Yesterday it 
dawned on me. Yesterday my watch 
quit running for about the fourth time, 
and so I finally gave up on it and went 
and bought a new one, and that 
brought into clear focus what we are 
doing here. 

Every 7 days we are bringing a con-
tinuing resolution to the floor. We 

wind up the clock for another 7 days, 
but it is a clock that does not run. And 
so we keep coming back here every 7 
days, winding up the good old clock, 
but the hands never move, time does 
not pass, and we repeat the same argu-
ments over and over again the fol-
lowing week. Sooner or later I would 
think people would get a little tired of 
that, but I guess not tired enough yet 
to do something about it. 

We are here now, we have passed 
three continuing resolutions, we are 
about to pass a fourth, and we had a 
meeting last night which took us on a 
short route to nowhere. And, unfortu-
nately, if that meeting is any indica-
tion, we are going to be here for a lot 
more 7-day periods, and Members are 
not going to be able to go home and 
enjoy a Thanksgiving. The 23 Senators 
who are set to take trips abroad are 
not going to be able to climb on their 
airplanes and we are going to be back 
here grinding the same fine powder 
into dust. 

I think the reason we are here is sim-
ply this: This is a Congress that has, 
for the past year, at the insistence of 
the majority party, spent almost its 
entire effort in trying to pretend that 
we were going to have big enough sur-
pluses that we could afford to pass a 
giant tax bill that gave 70 percent of 
the benefits to the wealthiest people in 
this country. And that got in the way 
of this Congress’ doing anything about 
Social Security, it got in the way of 
our doing anything about Medicare, it 
got in the way of being able to reach 
reasonable compromises on education. 

We stand here in a House that has 
not been able to complete action on a 
meaningful Patients’ Bill of Rights nor 
has it been willing to pass a minimum 
wage bill. And it reminds me of that 
old gospel song ‘‘Drifting Too Far 
From the Shore.’’ We have been here so 
long, going through these same mo-
tions, that we forget some of the very 
basic things that we are supposed to be 
doing when we are here. 

Now, what we ought to be doing, if 
we do not meet any other responsi-
bility, is we ought to be meeting our 
main responsibility, which is to finish 
the action necessary to complete a 
budget. This Congress has done vir-
tually nothing except focus on that 
question and the tax question for al-
most a year, and yet we are still here, 
stuck on second base, with no prospect 
of being driven home. 

I ask why? And as I think about it, I 
think the reason is that the majority 
party in this House apparently believes 
that the main action that is necessary 
in order to complete action on a budget 
is to reach a consensus within their 
own party in the House on the question 
as to what kind of budget that ought to 
be. Now, it is important for any party 
to know who it is and what it is; it is 
important for any party to have a 
sense of self and to be able to commu-
nicate that to the country. But after 
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