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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 
EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 

CONGRESS THAT A POSTAGE 
STAMP SHOULD BE ISSUED REC-
OGNIZING THE ISLAMIC HOLY 
MONTH OF RAMADAN 

HON. THOMAS M. DAVIS
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 4, 1999

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce a bill which expresses the 
sense of the Congress that a postage stamp 
should be issued recognizing the Islamic holy 
month of Ramadan. 

Muslims are a growing and vibrant part of 
our community. They are our friends, neigh-
bors, doctors, and merchants. Ramadan oc-
curs during the ninth month of the Islamic cal-
endar when all Muslims fast from sunrise to 
sunset. Observing Ramadan is one of the 
‘‘five pillars of Islam’’ and all Muslims, except 
children, pregnant and nursing mothers, and 
the sick are expected to abstain from food and 
drink during the day. 

Another pillar of the Islamic faith is the hajj, 
or the pilgrimage to Mecca. This period com-
memorates when Muslims believe the Koran 
was revealed to the prophet Muhammad from 
the Archangel Gabriel. Therefore, many Mus-
lims try to read the entire Koran during Rama-
dan. 

During Ramadan, in addition to fasting and 
studying the Koran, observing Muslims recite 
special prayers, donate money to the poor, 
and seek forgiveness from those whom they 
may have wronged. Such practices nurture 
self-discipline and compassion, rejuvenate 
faith, and help Muslims earn merit for the 
afterlife. 

In return, Muslims believe that God will 
cleanse our sins at the beginning of Eid al-Fitr, 
a festive three-day celebration that marks the 
end of Ramadan. Muslims believe that Eid sig-
nifies a new beginning, a second chance to 
lead more righteous lives. 

I am proud to represent the Muslim-Ameri-
cans who have chosen to live and work in 
Northern Virginia. Muslim-Americans have 
strong family values which they renew with 
their families and friends during Ramadan. 
Muslim-Americans contribute to our diverse 
community with their hard work, academic 
achievements, and entrepreneurial spirit. Their 
sense of discipline, obedience, and community 
during Ramadan is inspiring to all of us. 

For these reasons, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this resolution which would 
express the sense of Congress that a postage 
stamp should be issued to celebrate Rama-
dan.

CONGRATULATING MATTIE 
SHARKEY, OF SIKESTON, MIS-
SOURI, ON HER RECOGNITION BY 
THE ‘‘DAUGHTERS OF SUNSET’’

HON. JO ANN EMERSON
OF MISSOURI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 4, 1999
Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, on Saturday, 

November 13, 1999, Mattie Sharkey is being 
honored by the Sikeston, MO, ‘‘Daughters of 
Sunset’’ at their 15th Annual Recognition Pro-
gram. I would like to extend my congratula-
tions to Mattie who has shown a life-long com-
mitment to her family, her community and her 
church. 

Mattie is the daughter of the late John and 
Eliza Ross. She was born in Grenada, MS, on 
December 21, 1900. She grew up on a farm 
and her education was limited to the 4th grade 
because she had to work in the fields. She 
has two sisters and one brother. 

In 1924, Mattie moved to Swan Lake, MS. 
There she married Nathaniel Sharkey, and 
they are the parents of five girls. In 1929, the 
family moved to Portageville, MO. They pur-
chased a farm located on River Road near 
Point Pleasant. In 1936, Mattie’s husband 
passed away. Mattie continued to live and 
work on the River Road farm with her children. 
The girls attended school and went to high 
school in New Madrid, MO. After the girls left 
home, Mattie moved to the town of 
Portageville, where she was active at Zion 
Rock Baptist Church. Mattie also has been ac-
tive in her community as a member of the 
NAACP and the 4–H Club and as a volunteer 
at the community center where she worked 
with girls. 

Mattie’s daughters have made sure that she 
has had an opportunity to travel. Some of the 
places she has traveled include Hawaii, Baha-
mas Island, California, Mexico, Canada, Niag-
ara Falls, New York and Chicago. Mattie cur-
rently lives in Sikeston, MO with her daughter, 
Eliza Strickland. 

Congratulations Mattie, on your recognition 
by the ‘‘Daughters of Sunset.’’ May you, your 
loved ones, and the people of Sikeston con-
tinue to be blessed with your thoughtful dedi-
cation to family and community.

f 

HONORING THE BRAVERY OF 
WORLD WAR I VETERAN JOHN 
PAINTER

HON. BART GORDON
OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 4, 1999
Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 

honor one of the Nation’s last surviving World 
War I veterans, Mr. John George Painter, a 
111-year-old native of Jackson County, TN. 

Mr. Painter fought heroically on the battle-
fields of France as a member of the U.S. 
Army during a horrible war. His actions earned 
him honorary membership in the American So-
ciety of the French Legion of Honor. He was 
also presented France’s prestigious Order of 
the Legion of Honor for his role in helping 
France defeat its enemies. 

As our country prepares to celebrate Vet-
erans Day, I would like to congratulate Mr. 
Painter for his military service and for a job 
well done. Mr. Painter and other veterans cer-
tainly have the undying gratitude of the United 
States of America.

f 

TRIBUTE TO JAN DUCKWORTH—A 
GREAT AMERICAN AND FRIEND 
TO MANY 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 4, 1999

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of 
Senators BEN NIGHTHORSE CAMPBELL and 
WAYNE ALLARD, and Representatives JOEL 
HEFLEY, BOB SCHAFFER, DIANE DEGETTE, 
MARK UDALL, and THOMAS TANCREDO, I would 
like to honor the life of a dear friend, loyal 
civic servant and one of Colorado’s leading la-
dies, Jan Duckworth. Tragically, the world lost 
Jan earlier this week when her plane, bound 
for Cairo, Egypt, crashed just off the coast of 
Massachusetts. 

But even as we mourn her tragic and un-
timely passing, everyone who has had the 
privilege of knowing Jan can take comfort in 
the memory of her remarkable life. 

Since 1978, Jan worked diligently and with 
great distinction in the Colorado House of 
Representatives. In the beginning, she was re-
sponsible for the distribution of bills and their 
related documents to members and their staff 
in the Capitol. It was not long thereafter that 
Jan’s good work was recognized by her supe-
riors who, in turn, promoted her through the 
ranks of the House administrative staff. At the 
time of her death, Jan was serving as the 
House’s Chief Assignable Clerk. In addition to 
attending to the important business of the Col-
orado House, Jan also took tremendous pride 
in training new staff on the legislative process 
and new member training and orientation. 

Of the many accolades bestowed upon Jan 
during her time in the Colorado House of Rep-
resentatives, none could ever fully capture the 
breadth of her service to this esteemed body. 
For Jan’s service extended far beyond the dic-
tates of any job description: she worked the 
chamber, telling a joke to those weary of de-
bate; disarming the embattled with her quick 
wit; adding an element of warmth and hospi-
tality to a place that, at times, could be cool 
with confrontation. These are the memories of 
Jan that colleagues, friends, and family will 
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cling to during this difficult time and throughout 
the rest of our lives. 

Although her professional accomplishments 
will long be remembered and admired, those 
who knew Jan well will remember her, above 
all else, as a friend. It is clear that the mul-
titude of those who have come to know and 
love Jan will be worse off in her absence. 
However, Mr. Speaker, I am confident that, in 
spite of this profound loss, Jan’s co–workers, 
family and friends can take solace in the 
knowledge that each is a better person for 
having known her. 

But even as we mourn her passing, those 
who knew and loved Jan should find peace in 
the rich legacy that she has left behind in her 
son, William Duckworth, her daughter, Mary 
Lynn Mimouna, and her granddaughter 
Wardalynn Mimouna. I know that these and 
other members of her family—including her 
sisters Mary Zow and Meredith Larson—will 
long carry the torch of honor, compassion, in-
tegrity and goodwill that defined Jan 
Duckworth’s time on this earth.

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 
APPLING COUNTY LADY PI-
RATES GIRLS SOFTBALL TEAM, 
1999 AA STATE CHAMPIONS 

HON. SAXBY CHAMBLISS
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 4, 1999

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
congratulate the Lady Pirates Girls Softball 
Team of Appling County High School in 
Baxley, GA, for recently capturing the AA 
State Championship title in girls softball. This 
fine group of young women and their coaches 
from Georgia’s 8th district deserve great rec-
ognition for their hard work and success. 

The Lady Pirates have a long history of vic-
tories, having won eight region championships 
under the strong leadership of Head Coach 
Kathy Warren. Coach Warren began coaching 
Lady Pirate Softball in 1981, and under her 
leadership, the Lady Pirates have 326 wins. 
Over the course of her coaching career, Kathy 
Warren has been named the Georgia Athletic 
Coaches Association (GACA) Coach of the 
year nine times, and she was selected as the 
GACA State AAA Coach of the Year in 1993. 

I also want to congratulate Assistant Coach 
Janice Sellers, who has coached the team for 
18 years, and Assistant Coach Tonya Long, 
who has coached the team for 8 years. 
Coaches spend every day of their lives build-
ing character, integrity, and determination in 
our young people. I want to commend Coach-
es Warren, Sellers, and Long for their commit-
ment and service. 

The Lady Pirates have had numerous ac-
complishments over the years of which to be 
proud. The team placed first seed in the South 
Sectionals over the past 3 years. They placed 
4th in the State in 1991 and 1993. They 
placed 3d in the State in 1981 and 1995. And 
in 1992, 1997, and 1998, the Lady Pirates 
were the State Runners-up, moving on to cap-
ture the Championship this year. 

These young women are not just excep-
tional athletes; they are also exceptional stu-

dents. During the first 6 weeks grading period 
of the 1999–2000 school year, 14 of the Lady 
Pirate Softball Team members were listed on 
the school’s honor roll for academic achieve-
ment. Not only have they demonstrated hard 
work on the field, but they have proven to be 
hard workers in the classroom as well, dem-
onstrating the ability to take on many achieve-
ments at once. 

I want to take this time to recognize the 
Lady Pirates individually. The 1999 players 
are seniors: Lindsey Baxley, Sarah Carter, 
Jana Lamb, Bridgett Lasseter, Contessa 
Smith, Sarah Warren, Alissa Winn, Samantha 
Wright. Juniors: Candace Carter, Hanna 
Glenn, Amy Johnson, Ashley Winn. Sopho-
mores: Cookie Alderman, Vicki Edenfield, Bil-
lie Jean Gibson, Alisha Tillman, Jodi Whitty, 
Lindsey Worthington. Freshmen: Carmen 
Chauncey, Tiffany Griffis, Sheena Hayes, 
Shafia Kent, Jessica Lindsey, Kylee Reese, 
and Candyce Sellers. This is an outstanding 
group of athletes. 

Mr. Speaker, victory cannot be achieved 
without the hard work, talent, and persever-
ance of every single athlete and the strong 
leadership and direction of the coaches. This 
team knows that, as their team motto is ‘‘Be 
The Team.’’ They truly are a team to be proud 
of, and it is an honor for me to represent 
Appling County, GA, in the People’s House. I 
look forward to many more victories from the 
Lady Pirates in the years to come.

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KENNY C. HULSHOF
OF MISSOURI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 4, 1999

Mr. HULSHOF. Mr. Speaker, due to the 
birth of my daughter Casey Elizabeth Hulshof, 
I was not present for rollcall votes 550 through 
564. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 550, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall 
vote 551, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 552, ‘‘yea’’ on 
rollcall vote 553, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 554, 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 555, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall 
vote 556, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 557, ‘‘nay’’ on 
rollcall vote 558, ‘‘no’’ on rollcall vote 559, 
‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote 560, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall 
vote 561, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 562 and ‘‘yea’’ 
on rollcall vote 563.

f 

CONGRATULATING KEITH GIBSON, 
OF SIKESTON, MISSOURI, ON HIS 
RECOGNITION BY THE ‘‘DAUGH-
TERS OF SUNSET’’

HON. JO ANN EMERSON
OF MISSOURI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 4, 1999

Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, on Saturday, 
November 13, 1999, Keith Gibson is being 
honored by the Sikeston, MO ‘‘Daughters of 
Sunset’’ at their 15th Annual Recognition Pro-
gram. I would like to extend my congratula-
tions to Keith who is being recognized on this 
day for his community involvement. 

Keith was born in Chicago, IL. He is the son 
of Samuel and Annette Gibson of Sikeston, 

MO and Barbara and Gerald Nathan of St. 
Louis, MO. He is the 1974 graduate of McKin-
ley High School in St. Louis, MO. On Thanks-
giving Day in 1986, Keith moved to Sikeston, 
MO. He is the father of two sons, Keith Jr. and 
Tevin, and he has been employed with 
Sikeston Public Schools as a bus driver since 
February 1990. 

One day, Keith had an idea to have a sim-
ple picnic for his boys and their friends. His 
idea became so popular that it became an an-
nual event which is now called ‘‘Gibson’s Day 
in the Park.’’ In 1994, Keith started with a pic-
nic for 15 to 20 kids. Over the years, as many 
as 135 kids take part in the ‘‘Gibson Day in 
the Park’’—and Keith expects more kids to 
participate next year. Keith asks the ‘‘Gibson 
Day’’ participants to bring hot dogs, juice, 
cookies and/or chips depending on the size of 
the family. Most large families spend about 
$5.00 on the event. 

In the past years, different local businesses 
have helped by donating items for ‘‘Gibson 
Day in the Park.’’ Keith offers special thanks 
to Bunny Bread, McDonald’s Restaurant, and 
Sikeston Public Schools for their contributions. 
The city of Sikeston, MO allows Keith to use 
their vans, and several parents help out with 
the activities. 

Keith says that he loves kids, and that they 
give him the strength to go on. Keith’s plans 
for the future include starting a day care cen-
ter and bringing kids camping and to the zoo. 
People have asked Keith how he does it. He 
tells them. ‘‘Just look at the kids’ faces when 
they’re happy, and you tell me why I do it.’’ In 
fact, Keith often says that he’s just a big kid 
himself. Keith believes that the ‘‘Gibson Day in 
the Park’’ picnic shows kids that we can get 
along together. The day helps kids develop or-
ganization skills and a sense of responsibility. 
And the fact of knowing that someone out 
there cares about them other than their par-
ents, makes the kids feel good. 

Congratulations, Keith, on your recognition 
by the ‘‘Daughters of Sunset.’’ Your dedication 
to the children of Sikeston, MO is both inspir-
ing and heartwarming. May many more kids 
have the opportunity to benefit from you, your 
‘‘Gibson’s Day in the Park,’’ and your future 
hope and plans for their future.

f 

HONORING THE BRAVERY OF 
WORLD WAR I VETERAN GEORGE 
DECKARD

HON. BART GORDON
OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 4, 1999
Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 

honor one of the Nation’s last surviving World 
War I veterans, Mr. George William Deckard, 
a 102-year-old native of Macon County, TN. 

Mr. Deckard fought heroically on the battle-
fields of France as a member of the U.S. 
Army during a horrible war. His actions earned 
him honorary membership in the American So-
ciety of the French Legion of Honor. He was 
also presented France’s prestigious Order of 
the Legion of Honor for his role in helping 
France defeat its enemies. 

As our country prepares to celebrate Vet-
erans Day, I would like to congratulate Mr. 
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