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IN HONOR OF THE OHIO 

ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 4, 1999

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the Ohio Environmental Council on 
their 30th Anniversary. I am honored to join 
them in their anniversary celebration being 
held on December 4, 1999. 

The Ohio Environmental Council is a non-
profit advocacy organization committed to 
solving the ecological problems in the state of 
Ohio. They have dedicated the last 30 years 
to advocating for clean air, safe water and 
conservation of our natural resources in Ohio. 
They have truly carried out their mission ‘‘to 
inform, unite and empower all Ohio citizens to 
protect the environment and conserve natural 
resources.’’

The OEC has made tremendous efforts to 
be a leader in some recent environmental 
issues. The organization is helping the effort 
to correct a terrible situation of a public school 
that was built upon a toxic-laced former Army 
dump. Several graduates have leukemia and 
others have been diagnosed with other forms 
of cancer. The state health department ac-
knowledged that the number of graduates with 
leukemia was statistically significant. The Ohio 
Environmental Council most recently has led 
the effort to save the Wayne National Forest 
and the plethora of benefits it offers. 

The OEC has spent the last 30 years in-
forming communities about environmental 
threats and uniting them around opportunities 
to help protect Ohio’s natural environment. 
They have made tremendous improvements to 
better the air we breathe and water we drink. 

My fellow colleagues, please join me in hon-
oring the Ohio Environmental Council for their 
tremendous efforts to improve the environment 
for the state of Ohio.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. FRANK MASCARA
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 4, 1999

Mr. MASCARA. Mr. Speaker, from October 
25 to October 29, 1999 I was unavoidably ab-
sent and missed rollcall votes numbered 533–
549. For the record I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ 
on the following rollcall votes numbers 533 
and 545, Journal votes; number 534, H.R. 
754, the Made in America Information Act; 
number 535, H.R. 2303, the History of the 
House Awareness and Preservation Act to 
which I am a cosponsor; number 536, H. Con. 
Res. 194, on Recognizing the contributions of 
4–H Clubs and their members to voluntary 
community service; number 537, H. Con. Res. 
190, urging the United States to seek a global 
consensus supporting a moratorium on tariffs; 
number 538, H. Con. Res. 208, expressing the 
sense of the Congress against tax increases 
in order to fund additional government spend-
ing; number 539, H. Con. Res. 102, cele-
brating the 50th anniversary of the Geneva 

Conventions; number 540, H. Con. Res. 188, 
commending Greece and Turkey for their re-
sponse to the recent earthquakes in those 
countries; number 541, H.R. 1175, to locate 
and secure the return of Zachary Baumel; 
number 544, H.R. 2260, the Pain Relief Pro-
motion Act, to which I am a cosponsor; and 
number 546, H.J. Res. 73, the Continuing 
Resolution; 

For the record, I would have voted ‘‘no’’ on 
the following rollcall votes: number 542, the 
Scott Amendment to H.R. 2260; number 543, 
the Johnson of Connecticut Amendment to 
H.R. 2260; number 547, H. Res. 345, waiving 
points of order against the D.C. Appropriations 
Conference Report; number 548, the motion to 
recommit the D.C. Appropriations Act, 2000; 
and number 549, on agreeing to the Con-
ference Report for the D.C. Appropriations 
Act, 2000.
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HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE CERE-
MONY AT CRESSKILL JUNIOR-
SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 

HON. MARGE ROUKEMA
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 4, 1999

Mrs. ROUKEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to call 
attention to a Holocaust remembrance cere-
mony that will take place tomorrow at Cresskill 
Junior-Senior High School in Cresskill, NJ, 
and to commend those involved in organizing 
this event. 

Definitively, the Holocaust was one of the 
darkest chapters in the history of our world. 
However, words cannot begin to express the 
horror and inhumanity of this unforgivable 
crime against humanity. It is vitally important 
that we remember the Holocaust, no matter 
how painful and horrifying those memories 
may be. Remembering the Holocaust is the 
best way to ensure that it never happens 
again. To quote George Santayana, ‘‘Those 
who cannot remember the past are con-
demned to repeat it.’’

At Cresskill Junior-Senior High School to-
morrow, students and faculty will gather to re-
member the Holocaust, passing on the memo-
ries to a new generation who will, in turn, pass 
them on to their children and grandchildren. 
This will not be a mere academic exercise or 
a lesson in distant history, however. Approxi-
mately 20 survivors of the Nazi Holocaust—
along with survivors of some more recent 
genocides around the world—will be on hand 
to tell their stories firsthand. 

Tomorrow’s event was organized at the urg-
ing of Lara Pomerantz, a 15-year-old sopho-
more at Cresskill. Lara is an outstanding 
young woman who led the efforts that resulted 
in Governor Whitman declaring the first week 
of November as Holocaust Education Week in 
New Jersey. She then worked with former 
principal Henry McNally and current principal 
Wayne Merckling to organize the school 
event. 

Why does a 15-year-old from New Jersey 
have such a strong interest in events that oc-
curred half a world away 40 years before she 
was born? Lara has a close personal link to 
the Holocaust and good reason to remember. 

As Jews in Nazi-occupied Poland, her mater-
nal grandparents—Abraham and Regina 
Tauber—narrowly escaped the Holocaust. 
After spending the war years on the run, in 
hiding and as members of the Resistance, 
they returned to their hometown of Chodel, 
Poland, to find only 11 Jewish members of 
that entire community alive—11 individuals out 
of 950. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tauber will be at Cresskill Jun-
ior-Senior High tomorrow to support their 
granddaughter and tell their story to her class-
mates. In a letter to me, Lara said, ‘‘My life is 
a living testament to their will to survive.’’ No 
words could be more inspiring to each genera-
tion—present and future. 

By telling their stories to this gathering of 
teenagers, the Taubers and other Holocaust 
survivors will keep the memory alive for an-
other generation—not just as words on a text-
book page but as the story of someone these 
young people have actually met. Their efforts 
will show another generation that the victims 
of the Holocaust were not just abstract num-
bers or strangers—they are members of our 
families, the parents and grandparents of our 
friends. 

We all know the famous words of Martin 
Niemoeller, the Lutheran minister who resisted 
Hitler. ‘‘I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a 
Communist . . . I wasn’t a Jew . . . I wasn’t 
a trade unionist.’’ If the world does not remem-
ber the Holocaust, there could come a time for 
each of us when we would be faced with Rev-
erend Niemoeller’s final line: ‘‘Then they came 
for me and no one was left to speak up for 
me.’’ 

I ask my colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in congratulating the 
students and faculty of Cresskill Junior-Senior 
High School—and the Holocaust survivors 
who are joining them—on this effort to see 
that history does not repeat itself.
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CONGRATULATING DAVID 
SPAINHOUR

HON. LOIS CAPPS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 4, 1999

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
bring to the attention of my colleagues the out-
standing work of David W. Spainhour. On 
Sunday, November 7, David will receive the 
Distinguished Community Service Award from 
the Anti-Defamation League and the Santa 
Barbara B’nai Brith Lodge. 

As someone who has worked closely with 
the ADL in its efforts to promote tolerance and 
combat hatred and prejudice, I am pleased 
that this prominent organization has chosen to 
honor David. They could not have made a 
wiser selection. 

David is one of Santa Barbara’s preeminent 
business leaders. He serves as President of 
Capital Bancorp and Chairman of the Board of 
Santa Barbara Bank & Trust. Throughout his 
thirty-three year career at the Bank, David has 
dedicated himself to improving all facets of life 
in our community. 

David has worked tirelessly in the areas of 
education, business development, health care, 
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