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those who were working to topple the
democratic government of the Republic
of Vietnam. Communist forces were op-
erating extensively throughout South
Vietnam, terrorizing peasants, and
fighting a low intenstity conflict
against our forces and our allies. That
the infiltration of the enemy into the
Republic of Vietnam was largescale
was proven on that day late in October
of 1966 when Mr. Williams and eight
other sailors operating on two different
plastic river boats engaged in a three-
hour firefight with enemy personnel.
As a result of that action, more than
1,000 communist military personnel
were killed in action, and almost sev-
enty North Vietnamese boats were
sunk or destroyed. The courage dem-
onstrated by Mr. Williams in the face
of overwhelming odds, and the effective
attack he mounted, led to his being
awarded the Medal of Honor for his ac-
tions. Only the citation from the Medal
of Honor awarded Mr. Williams ade-
quately describes his heroism, and it
reads:

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity
at the risk of his life above and beyond the
call of duty as a member of River Section 531
during combat operations on the Mekong
River in the Republic of Vietnam. On 31 Oc-
tober 1966, Petty Officer Williams was serv-
ing as Boat Captain and Patrol Officer
aboard River Patrol Boat (PBR) 105 accom-
panied by another patrol boat when the pa-
trol was suddenly taken under fire by two
enemy sampans. Petty Officer Williams im-
mediately ordered the fire returned, killing
the crew of one enemy boat and causing the
other sampan to take refuge in a nearby
river inlet. Pursuing the fleeing sampan, the
U.S. patrol encountered a heavy volume of
small arms fire from enemy forces, at close
range, occupying well-concealed positions
along the river bank. Maneuvering through
this fire, the patrol confronted a numerically
superior enemy force aboard two enemy
junks and eight sampans augmented by
heavy automatic weapons fire from ashore.
In the savage battle that ensued, Petty Offi-
cer Williams, with utter disregard for his
own safety, exposed himself to the withering
hail of enemy fire to direct counterfire and
inspire the actions of his patrol. Recognizing
the overwhelming strength of the enemy
force, Petty Officer Williams deployed his
patrol to await the arrival of armed heli-
copters. In the course of this movement he
discovered an even larger concentration of
enemy boats. Not waiting for the arrival of
the armed helicopters, he displayed great
initiative and boldly led the patrol through
the intense enemy fire and damaged or de-
stroyed fifty enemy sampans and seven
junks. This phase of the action completed,
and with the arrival of the armed heli-
copters, Petty Officer Williams directed the
attack on the remaining enemy force. Now
virtually dark, and although Petty Officer
Williams was aware that his boats would be-
come even better targets, he ordered the pa-
trol boats’ search lights turned on to better
illuminate the area and moved the patrol
perilously close to shore to press the attack.
Despite a waning supply of ammunition the
patrol successfully engaged the enemy
ashore and completed the rout of the enemy
force. Under the leadership of Petty Officer
Williams, who demonstrated unusual profes-
sional skill and indomitable courage
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throughout the three hour battle, the patrol
accounted for the destruction or loss of
sixty-five enemy boats and inflicted numer-
ous casualties on the enemy personnel. His
extraordinary heroism and exemplary fight-
ing spirit in the face of grave risks inspired
the efforts of his men to defeat a larger
enemy force, and are in keeping with the fin-
est traditions of the United States Naval
Service.

By the time Mr. Williams retired in
1967, and having fought in two wars, he
was the most decorated enlisted man in
the history of the United States Navy.
Anyone who looked at the medals
adorning his dress uniform would im-
mediately recognize James Williams as
a hero by noting his three Purple
Hearts; three Bronze Stars; the Viet-
namese Cross of Gallantry; the Navy
and Marine Corps Medal; two Silver
Stars; the Navy Cross; and of course,
the Medal of Honor.

Despite having served his nation
commendably and heroically, James
Williams still wanted to contribute to
society and hoped to follow in the foot-
steps of his father as a lawman. In 1969,
Mr. Williams was nominated as the
United States Marshal for the District
of South Carolina by President Richard
M. Nixon, and he again distinguished
himself as a no-nonsense law and order
man, vital for a day and age when some
people reveled in challenging the sys-
tem and in seeking confrontation with
authorities. I doubt that too many peo-
ple were foolish to cross swords with
James E. Williams, and his work as a
law enforcement official helped keep
South Carolina safe and peaceful.

In the years following his retirement
from Federal service, Mr. Williams
continued to contribute to the nation,
but as a private citizen. He was very
active in the ‘“Medal of Honor Soci-
ety”’, a private organization dedicated
to promoting knowledge and education
about America’s highest award. He was
also a member of the board of directors
of the Patriot’s Point Development Au-
thority, which has created a military
park in the Charleston area, and is also
home to the above mentioned Medal of
Honor Society.

Despite his heroism and his many
high recognitions, James Williams was
a down to earth individual. He refused
offers to tell his story in print and on
film, and he remained a plain talking,
straight forward, good humored man to
the day of his death. While Mr. Wil-
liams may no longer be among us, he
has earned a legendary spot in Navy
lore and the history of the United
States, and he will always be remem-
bered as the brave and selfless patriot
he was.®

————

ON THE DEATH OF SACRAMENTO,
CALIFORNIA MAYOR JOE SERNA
e Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
rise to speak today about the untimely
death of Sacramento Mayor Joe Serna.
This past Sunday, November 7, 1999,
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the City of Sacramento and the State
of California lost an inspirational pub-
lic servant and a great statesman. The
death of Mayor Serna represents a loss
for all of those who had the honor to
know him, and for the entire City of
Sacramento.

Mayor Serna had a distinguished
public career, culminating in the elec-
tion as Mayor of our State’s Capital
City in 1992. He served his country and
his community as an educator, Peace
Corps worker and public servant. He
was a man of compassionate spirit,
dedicated ideals and principled acts.

Mayor Serna’s accomplishments,
both personally and professionally, are
many. Here are a few highlights:

1966—Earned his Bachelor’s degree in

Social Science and Government at
California State University, Sac-
ramento.

1966—Earned his Master’s degree in
Political Science at University of Cali-
fornia, Davis.

1966—Served in the Peace Corps in
Guatemala.

1969—Joined the faculty at California
State University, Sacramento.

1975—Served as Education Advisor to
then-Lieutenant Governor Mervyn
Dymally.

1981—Elected to the Sacramento City
Council, where he would serve 11 years.

1991—Received the Distinguished
Faculty Award.
1992—Elected as Mayor of Sac-

ramento.

1995—Received the Economic Devel-
opment Leadership Award by the Na-
tional Council for Urban Economic De-
velopment.

1996—Reelected as Mayor of Sac-
ramento.

1998—Led the effort for the redevelop-
ment of downtown Sacramento.

1998—Received an honorary doctorate
degree from Golden Gate University.

I have known Mayor Serna for many
yvears, and he was a visionary for Sac-
ramento and the region.

Mayor Serna led California’s Capital
City toward a more positive and pros-
perous direction. He was extremely
dedicated to the economic revitaliza-
tion and redevelopment of Sacramento.
Under his leadership, the Sacramento
City Council helped to revitalize the
downtown community, the region’s
heart and center. He appointed the
first Council of Economic Advisors to
help frame the City’s economic agenda.
In addition, Mayor Serna assembled a
negotiating team that preserved the
Sacramento Kings, the region’s Na-
tional Basketball Association Team,
when the King’s owners threatened to
move the team out of town.

Mayor Serna was not only an honor-
able mayor, he was also a role model to
the Latino community and an inspira-
tion to all Californians. He was the
first Latino elected as mayor of one of
California’s major cities, exemplifying
the success that one can attain
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through education, hard work, and
commitment—regardless of ethnicity. I
believe Mayor Serna transcended eth-
nic politics without every losing sight
of his ethnic background and his hum-
ble beginnings.

Mayor Serna grew up working in the
fields of San Joaquin County. In the
early 1960’s he was an activist with the
United Farm Workers, fighting for
farm workers and for disadvantaged
people. He went on to earn his bach-
elor’s degree in Social Science and his
master’s degree in Political Science.
He later entered the Peace Corps to
serve the people in Guatemala as a
community-development volunteer.
Mayor Serna went on to became a pro-
fessor at California State University in
Sacramento and then served his com-
munity as Mayor of the City of Sac-
ramento.

Along the way, he helped to inspire a
host of talented Latino elected officials
at all levels of government. Commu-
nity leaders such San Joaquin County
Supervisor Steve Gutierrez, State Sen-
ator Deborah Ortiz, and Lieutenant
Governor Cruz Bustamante attribute
their participation in public service in
part to the example and inspiration of
Joe Serna.

As Supervisor Steve Gutierrez said,
“Mayor Serna went from being a farm
worker to organizer to an educator to
mayor of Sacramento. He was truly an
exemplary public servant and leader.”

Most recently, I had the pleasure to
meet with Mayor Serna in Sacramento
just hours after a heinous shooting had
occurred at a Jewish community cen-
ter in Los Angeles. We had an oppor-
tunity to discuss at length the issue of
hate crimes and other regional issues.
Mayor Serna was passionate about his
community and he deeply cared for its
people. Even until his final days, he
worked for a better life for his fellow
citizens.

Joe Serna leaves a powerful legacy in
many lives and a lasting vision for his
beloved city of Sacramento. He was a
dynamic leader, and we Californians
were fortunate for his service. Mayor
Serna will be sorely missed. My
thoughts and prayers are with his wife,
Isabel, the entire Serna family, and the
community of Sacramento.e

TRIBUTE TO BOB GREENLEE

e Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I would
like to take this opportunity to recog-
nize and congratulate Bob Greenlee on
the occasion of his retirement from the
Boulder City Council.

Bob and his wife Diane came to Colo-
rado from Iowa in 1975 and used their
savings to buy a small AM radio sta-
tion in Boulder. Through their hard
work and determination, they turned
that small AM radio station into
KBCO, one of the top radio stations in
the State. In addition to their work in
radio, they have also helped bring sev-
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eral successful businesses to their com-
munity, expanding nationwide and em-
ploying thousands of people across the
country through their enterprises. As
part of their overall business philos-
ophy, Bob and Diane have helped many
others achieve their entrepreneurial
dreams by assisting them in business
ventures and startup companies.

The Greenlee’s have also been an in-
tegral part of the Boulder community
through their philanthropic work. To-
gether, they founded the Boulder Coun-
ty chapter of the ‘I Have a Dream
Foundation” which assists underprivi-
leged youth achieve their goal of a col-
lege education. Bob and Diane have
also endowed their own family founda-
tion to carry on their tradition of phi-
lanthropy in Colorado. Their work has
helped thousands of people across Colo-
rado in their desire to achieve the
‘““‘American dream.”

As the cornerstone of his community
involvement, Bob served on the Boul-
der City Council for 16 years as the
voice of common sense and reason. In
1997, Bob was selected on a unanimous
vote by his fellow council members to
serve as Boulder’s mayor. As part of
the city council, Bob’s lasting legacy
will be his thoughtful, reasoned voice
in how a city should be operated. He
views on frugality in the city budget
and a common sense approach to city
regulation will serve as an enduring re-
minder of his years of service to the
community.

While he is retiring from City Coun-
cil, Bob’s interest in government has
not ended. He currently serves as the
chairman of the Republican Leadership
Program. The program is aimed at
teaching the fundamentals of our de-
mocracy and is used as a forum to dis-
cuss current issues that impact our ev-
eryday lives. His leadership has created
one of the strongest programs of its
kind in the country, and will serve to
educate Coloradans on the need to be
involved in the issues which face our
state and our country.

Bob Greenlee has shown us all that
the American dream can still be at-
tained. He and Diane started by know-
ing that they could make a difference,
and through their hard work and dili-
gence, they were able to build their
lives in order to serve others. People
like Bob and Diane Greenlee were the
cornerstone of our democracy and must
be recognized for their contributions to
our society.

Mr. President, it is an honor and a
privilege to recognize Bob Greenlee on
his outstanding career and community
involvement. I would like to thank Bob
and Diane for their service, and wish
them both much success in the future.e

——
WORLD CHAMPIONS

e Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, on August
26, 1999, 13 young women, ages 15 and
16, put the First State on the map
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again by capturing the Senior League
Softball World Series in Kalamazoo,
Michigan.

This was a tremendous accomplish-
ment for Delaware and for the country.
The Stanton-Newport team completed
an undefeated run through the double
elimination tournament by winning a
come-from-behind victory over a per-
sistent and well seasoned team from
the Philippines.

As one reporter put it, eight teams
participated in the tournament, but
“only one will have its flag fly over the
field for the next year.” Proudly that
will be the flag of the United States of
America thanks to the team from the
great State of Delaware.

The Stanton-Newport team is an out-
standing example of the power of youth
sports in America. As I have said many
times in the past, young people need a
hobby they love, at least one adult who
supports them and a good many friends
with similar interests. Organized
sports provides this much and more.

In competitive sports young people
learn responsibility, discipline, and the
importance of cooperation and team-
work on and off the field. Later, these
same young individuals will be able to
apply their hard-earned lessons to ev-
eryday life.

The young women of Stanton-New-
port epitomize the exceptional athletes
and citizens from across the nation
who are inspired on a daily basis by
their committed parents and coaches.

I am proud to call this team a home-
grown product and continue to salute
their efforts on behalf of the First
State and the rest of our nation. They
are indeed World Champions.e

——————

DR. EDWIN STRONG-LEGS
RICHARDSON

e Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, I would like to take this op-
portunity to recognize the outstanding
work and accomplishments of Dr.
Edwin Strong-Legs Richardson, Penob-
scot Indian Psychologist and President
of Kiyan Indian Consultant Group. He
is also known as Song-gan-la Gan-Naw,
which is Penobscot for Strong-Legs and
Kiyan Nakicinjin, which is Sioux for
Flying Defender.

Dr. Richardson’s admirable work
ethic began at the age of thirteen when
he started supporting his family as a
logger. He has long been a nationally
and internationally renowned applied
behavioral scientist, consultant, train-
er, retired Army Officer, and Spiritual
Leader. For over fifty years, Dr. Rich-
ardson has been an educator-trainer,
including professional ski instructor,
mountaineer, and military instructor.
He was voted one of the top instructors
at four different universities/colleges
and number one at two institutions.

As a combat Infantryman, Dr. Rich-
ardson fought the Germans, Japanese,
and Vietnamese and served as the Com-
manding Officer of a Psychiatric De-
tachment in the Koran War. During his
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