November 10, 1999

I will be honest with my colleagues
in the House, the White House has not
been all that negotiating. The White
House has been pretty tough in saying,
here is our line, we are not going to
cross it. That is all well and good, and
I would like to thank the minority
party for applauding the majority par-
ty’s efforts here, and I knew that was a
facetious applause. However, it is our
intention to bring these issues together
now.

The Speaker has spoken to the Presi-
dent personally this morning, and I
agree with the majority leader, we are
about at that point where things are
going to fall into place.

Now, can they be done by Friday? I
do not know. I know our staff on the
Committee on Appropriations have
been telling me for the last couple of
days, boy, I will tell you, I do not think
we can do it. My instructions this
morning were, do not come back to me
and tell me we cannot do it. You come
back to me and tell me we can do it,
and here is how we are going to do it,
and then we will get out of here.

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, on that
rousing note, I would ask the Speaker’s
indulgence for one other comment.

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. BONIOR. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Texas.

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, if I
could make two points to the distin-
guished majority leader, let me say
first that I hope that passage of a
multi-billion dollar appropriation bill
or bills is not contingent upon Mem-
bers not having the ability to read it. I
hope that would cause great concern on
both sides of the aisle, if the argument
is the only way we can finally solve
this appropriation conflict of ours is if
we bring together a package and do not
let Members have time to read it and
think about it.

Secondly, tomorrow is not only Vet-
erans Day, it is the last Veterans Day
of the 20th century. It is a century that
has seen our veterans fight in two
world wars, and through all parts of
this globe.

I know I speak for Republicans and
Democrats alike when I say that incon-
veniencing a Member of Congress
should be of no consequence, but show-
ing a lack of respect to the veterans
who have fought those two world wars,
many of whom will not be around to
see the next Veterans Day, is totally a
different thing.

I would plead with the majority lead-
er, obviously, and Democrats and Re-
publicans, to say, it is worth it to show
respect to our veterans on the last Vet-
erans Day of this century to let the
House Members know within the next
several hours whether they can catch
planes back home tonight so they can
make speeches tomorrow morning and
tomorrow afternoon.

Give not us that privilege, Mr. Major-
ity leader, but give that privilege to
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our veterans. Let us go home and say
thank you to our veterans for the sac-
rifices they have given on behalf of our
Nation.

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Mr.
will the gentleman yield?

Mr. BONIOR. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Hawaii.

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Mr. Speaker, I
understand only too well the neces-
sities of strategy and tactics, and I re-
spect that. I respect the majority lead-
er’s position and difficulties associated
with trying to pass legislation.
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I also understand the politics that is
involved. But every Member here, 1
would say to the majority leader, is en-
titled to be treated with equal respect.
There are simply logistical difficulties.
Obviously, I have one. But I feel I am
as entitled as any Member here to be
able to participate fully. And if that in-
volves having to alter the logistics of
when the bills hit the floor, then I
think that has to be respected.

It should not take any reminding of
the body that perhaps the most impor-
tant event that took place in this cen-
tury, as least as far as this country is
concerned, took place on December 7,
1941, and I intend to be on the Battle-
ship Missouri for that commemoration
tomorrow night. Not because of any
particular regard I have for myself
being there, but I took my oath of of-
fice in the well of this House along
with every other Member here and I am
a representative, for good or for ill as
far as this country is concerned, from
the First District and I intend to be at
this commemoration representing this
body.

Mr. Speaker, this is the workplace of
democracy. There is no reason whatso-
ever, and no reason to believe whatso-
ever that I can determine, that we are
going to be prepared to move this legis-
lation on Friday. I do not doubt for a
moment that the majority leader and
his negotiators will be doing their level
best to conclude their business on this.
But let us face the facts of life. We can-
not logistically do this and give every
Member an opportunity to pay his or
her respects as they are supposed to as
representatives of this greatest democ-
racy on the face of the Earth. We can-
not be here before next Monday, and I
ask the majority leader to simply ac-
knowledge that and let us move on
with our business.

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, if the gen-
tleman will again yield, I want to ex-
press my own personal appreciation for
the fine expressions of sentiment and
commitment I have heard from the
Members on this important matter of
Veterans’ Day. And I can tell my col-
leagues that I am only touched by
what I have heard.

I have talked to the Members of the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. They
too, of course, have focused on this
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with a great deal of interest and com-
mitment and they have encouraged me
to remind Members that for those of us
who may have difficulties in getting
back to our own districts, that we will
have ceremonies at Arlington Ceme-
tery where, of course, some of our Na-
tion’s greatest heroes are interred, and
we will make every resource available
to assist Members in getting to those
very important ceremonies.

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my colleague and would say in conclu-
sion that I would hope the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. ARMEY) could be more
definitive in terms of a time within the
next couple of hours so people could
plan accordingly for not only this
evening, but for the weekend if that is,
in fact, what the majority desires, and
I thank the gentleman.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM STAFF
MEMBER OF HON. DALE E. KIL-
DEE, MEMBER OF CONGRESS

The Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
LAHoOOD) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from Barbara
Donnelly, assistant district director for
Hon. DALE E. KILDEE, Member of Con-
gress:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, November 2, 1999.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to formally no-
tify you, pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules
of the House of Representatives, that I have
been served with a trial subpoena issued by
the United States District Court for the
Eastern District of Michigan in the case of
U.S. v. Fayzakov, No. 99-CR-50015.

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is consistent with
the precedents and privileges of the House.

Sincerely,
BARBARA DONNELLY,
Assistant District Director.

————

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Sherman
Williams, one of his secretaries.

———

FATHERS COUNT ACT OF 1999

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 367 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 3073.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3073) to
amend part A of title IV of the Social
Security Act to provide for grants for
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