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clause clouding the title. If the State
were to trade these parcels to a private
party, the BLM could take title from
the private party. This makes the land
exchange unworkable unless Congress
passes legislation releasing these re-
versionary interests.

This bill would remove those revi-
sionary clauses so that the State could
pass clear title in the land exchange.
The completion of the exchange would
further the habitat conservation plan
for the desert tortoise.

Mr. Speaker, this is a good bill, and
I urge my colleagues to support it.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time. 3

Mr. ROMERO-BARCELO. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2862 would require
the Secretary of the Interior to release
reversionary interests held by the
United States in certain parcels of land
in Washington County, Utah, for the
stated purpose of facilitating a land ex-
change.

Evidently, the lands in question were
granted to the State of Utah pursuant
to the Recreation and Public Purposes
Act for inclusion in Snow Canyon
State Park. It is our understanding
that the State now wishes to exchange
this land with a private party in order
to acquire other lands that will be used
for desert tortoise habitat.

However, under the Recreation and
Public Purposes Act, the State is pre-
cluded from making such an exchange
because the State park land carries a
clause reverting the lands back to the
United States if it is used for other
than a public purpose.

H.R. 2862 is being brought to the floor
without having ever been considered by
the Committee on Resources, but we
have been assured by the gentleman
from Utah (Mr. HANSEN) that this legis-
lation is noncontroversial. Although
we have no formal views from the ad-
ministration and others on this, it does
appear that there is no controversy as-
sociated with the proposal.

That being the case, we will not ob-
ject to the consideration of H.R. 2862
by the House today.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Utah (Mr. HANSEN)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 2862.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof),
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE

CLARIFYING LEGAL EFFECT OF
LAND ACQUISITION 1IN RED
CLIFFS DESERT RESERVE

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2863) to clarify the legal effect on
the United States of the acquisition of
a parcel of land in the Red Cliffs Desert
Reserve in the State of Utah.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 2863

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. TREATMENT OF CERTAIN LAND IN
RED CLIFFS DESERT RESERVE,
UTAH, ACQUIRED BY EXCHANGE.

(a) LIMITATION ON LIABILITY.—In support of
the habitat conservation plan of Washington
County, Utah, for the protection of the
desert tortoise and surrounding habitat, the
transfer of the land described in subsection
(b) from the city of St. George, Utah, to the
United States shall convey no liability on
the United States that did not already exist
with the United States on the date of the
transfer of the land.

(b) DESCRIPTION OF LAND.—The land re-
ferred to in subsection (a) is a parcel of ap-
proximately 15 acres of land located within
the Red Cliffs Desert Reserve in Washington
County, Utah, that was formerly used as a
landfill by the city of St. George.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Utah (Mr. HANSEN) and the gentleman
from Puerto Rico (Mr. ROMERO-
BARCELO) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Utah (Mr. HANSEN).

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2863, introduced by
myself on September 14, 1999, would
clarify the legal effect on the United
States of the acquisition of a parcel of
land in the Red Cliffs Desert Reserve in
the State of Utah.

This legislation was introduced at
the request of the Bureau of Land Man-
agement. This bill deals with the prob-
lem with an anticipated land exchange
between the city of St. George and the
BLM. This exchange is also designed to
facilitate the Washington County,
Utah, habitat conservation plan for the
desert tortoise.

A certain parcel of land that the
BLM wants to acquire used to be a
landfill. The BLM wants to acquire the
lands in the exchange, but they do not
want to accept liability for any un-
known toxic material that may be in
the landfill.

This bill would leave liability for the
landfill in the hands of the city. Thus,
the BLM would not be forced to accept
liability. The BLM refuses to go
through with the lands exchange unless
this bill is passed. Both the BLM and
the city are in favor of this legislation.
Mr. Speaker, this is a good bill, and I
urge my colleagues to support it.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time. .

Mr. ROMERO-BARCELO. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.
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Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2863 would clarify
the legal effect on the United States of
the acquisition of a parcel of land in
the Red Cliffs Desert Reserve in Utah.
It is our understanding that the Bureau
of Land Management and the City of
St. George, Utah, are negotiating a
land exchange designed to facilitate a
Habitat Conservation Plan for the
desert tortoise. We have been told that
one of the parcels the Bureau of Land
Management wants to acquire was for-
mally used as a landfill. Obviously, the
BLM is concerned about acquiring this
land and thus being liable for any un-
known materials that may be in the
landfill.

H.R. 2863 would leave legal liability
for the landfill in the hands of the city.
We understand that this is agreeable to
both the city and the Bureau of Land
Management.

Mr. Speaker, like H.R. 2862, this bill
is also being brought to the floor with-
out ever having been considered by the
Committee on Resources. However,
there appears to be a clear public ben-
efit to the United States in this legisla-
tion and as such, we have no objection
to the House considering the measure
today.

Mr. Speaker, I have no other speak-
ers, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
OSE). The question is on the motion of-
fered by the gentleman from Utah (Mr.
HANSEN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2863.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

ADJUSTING THE BOUNDARIES OF
GULF ISLANDS NATIONAL SEA-
SHORE TO INCLUDE CAT ISLAND,
MISSISSIPPI

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2541) to adjust the boundaries of
the Gulf Islands National Seashore to
include Cat Island, Mississippi, as
amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 2541

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The first section of Pub-
lic Law 91-660 (16 U.S.C. 459h; 84 Stat. 1967) is
amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (1) through
(6) as subparagraphs (A) through (F);

(2) by striking ‘‘shall comprise the fol-
lowing gulf coast’” and inserting the fol-
lowing: ‘‘shall comprise the following:

‘(1) The gulf coast’’; and
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