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meaningful gun safety measures in this
body.

This is done so despite overwhelming
support among mothers, fathers, sis-
ters, brothers, aunts, uncles, grand-
mothers across this great country of
ours to pass sensible measures: child
safety locks, closing the loophole on
background checks at gun shows, ban-
ning the importation of the high capac-
ity ammunition clips.

This is legislation that was passed in
the Senate, a bipartisan piece of legis-
lation, a compromise piece of legisla-
tion. We are asking that the Con-
ference Committee on Juvenile Justice
which takes up the issue of gun safety
please meet, do something, respond to
the will of the people in this country.
In fact, it is a conference committee
that has met one time, one time; no de-
bate, no discussion, no clarity of
thought on what direction we take on
gun safety measures in this country.

No one here is grandstanding. No one
here is saying, let us not have a piece
of legislation because what we want to
do is to keep this issue around. That is
not why we were sent here. We were
sent here to do the people’s business in
the people’s House.

Every single day 13 children die from
gunfire in this country. It is wrong.
That is why we had the clock, as a way
to say the days, the hours, the seconds,
the minutes are being ticked off and
our kids are dying. Guns are getting
into the hands of criminals and chil-
dren. It is wrong.

If we are not going to do anything
about it in this final day, these final
days of the 106th session, we commit to
the American public that we will spend
every single day, minute, hour, and
second of the next year of this session
working hard to pass gun safety legis-
lation in this country to protect our
families and protect our children.

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, I am opti-
mistic about gun safety passing, and it
is because of the gentlewomen here.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. McCAR-
THY).

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, hopefully we will bring this
issue up next year and work for it and
get it passed.

Mr. Speaker, I also want to address
some of the things said earlier in this
Chamber and try and set the record
straight. Number one, there is an awful
lot of us that do not want this to be a
political issue.

I personally do not think it should be
a political issue. To me, it is not a Re-
publican or a Democratic issue, it is
the issue of the American people. That
is why we had the clock, the Columbine
clock, to remind people, because there
has unfortunately been that terrible
incident that woke up the American
people to the gun violence that we sit
here and talk about.

I of all people certainly do know
what it is to remember the violence in
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this country. In a couple of weeks, it
will be the 6th year anniversary of the
Long Island Railroad Massacre, where
my husband was killed and a number of
my neighbors were Killed, and my son
was injured, and an awful lot of people
were injured on that.

We do not want the American people
to forget the pain that is left with so
many victims, so we here in Congress
are trying to stop future pain to our
children and to American citizens.

It can be taken off the table as far as
a political issue. Let us all meet to-
gether at a conference. That is all we
have been asking for. We are hearing
this and that. I am on the conferees,
and we have not met.

I have to tell the Members, if the
NRA amendment had passed in this
House, it was more than just being im-
perfect, it was dangerous. If the NRA
amendment had been law over the first
6 months of 1999, 17,000 people who were
stopped by our current background
check system would now be armed. In
fact, if the 24-hour policy had been in
effect, we know of cases where mur-
derers, rapists, and kidnappers would
be walking around with guns.

This has nothing to do with second
amendment rights, this has to do with
keeping guns out of the hands of crimi-
nals. That is what we are supposed to
do. But fortunately, and I will say this,
Republicans and Democrats did work
together, and together we prevented
the NRA amendment from becoming
law.

I think that is important here, be-
cause when we speak to the people, the
American people, and it does not mat-
ter whether they are Republicans or
Democrats, they want something done.
That is what this House is supposed to
be doing.

That is why we had the Columbine
clock, to remind the American people
that we still have time to do something
before we leave. I know there are many
of us that are willing to work through
Thanksgiving, through Christmas, to
make sure that our citizens are safe.

We have all tried to work in a bipar-
tisan manner. We certainly have had
people on both sides of the aisle sup-
port my amendment, which would have
closed the gun show loophole, made
sure that criminals and especially chil-
dren do not get their hands on guns. I
think that is what we have to do.

We should have passed safety reform
in this Congress, real gun safety reform
that keeps the guns out of the hands of
felons. That is what we did not do in
this Congress, and I am sorry for that,
because each day that we have not
done something we continue to lose
victims across this country. We con-
tinue to see too much pain. That is not
what this country is about.

I thank the gentleman from New
York (Mr. OWENS) and I thank my col-
league, the gentlewoman from Con-
necticut (Ms. DELAURO), for letting us
answer these questions.

November 17, 1999

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my colleagues for joining me.

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
EwWING). Pursuant to clause 12 of rule I,
the Chair declares the House in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 10 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

0 1102
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. DREIER) at 11 o’clock and
2 minutes p.m.

————

TICKET TO WORK AND WORK IN-
CENTIVES IMPROVEMENT ACT
OF 1999

Mr. ARMEY submitted the following
conference report and statement on the
bill (H.R. 1180) to amend the Social Se-
curity Act to expand the availability of
health care coverage for working indi-
viduals with disabilities, to establish a
Ticket to Work and Self-Sufficiency
Program in the Social Security Admin-
istration to provide such individuals
with meaningful opportunities to work,
and for other purposes:

CONFERENCE REPORT (H. REPT. 106-478)

The committee of conference on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses on the
amendment of the Senate to the bill (H.R.
1180), to amend the Social Security Act to
expand the availability of health care cov-
erage for working individuals with disabil-
ities, to establish a Ticket to Work and Self-
Sufficiency Program in the Social Security
Administration to provide such individuals
with meaningful opportunities to work, and
for other purposes, having met, after full and
free conference, have agreed to recommend
and do recommend to their respective Houses
as follows:

That the House recede from its disagree-
ment to the amendment of the Senate and
agree to the same with an amendment as fol-
lows:

In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted by the Senate amendment, insert the
following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the “Ticket to Work and Work Incentives Im-
provement Act of 1999°°.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. Findings and purposes.

TITLE I—TICKET TO WORK AND SELF-
SUFFICIENCY AND RELATED PROVISIONS
Subtitle A—Ticket to Work and Self-Sufficiency

Sec. 101. Establishment of the Ticket to Work
and Self-Sufficiency Program.
Subtitle B—Elimination of Work Disincentives
Sec. 111. Work activity standard as a basis for
review of an individual’s disabled
status.
Sec. 112. Expedited reinstatement of disability
benefits.
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