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13th Avenue and Connecticut Street. The con-
gregation remained there until 1978, when the 
church burned down. The congregation held 
services at a hall located on their picnic 
grounds in Hobart, while they raised money to 
build a new church in Merrillville. In 1983, the 
church broke ground at 9191 Mississippi 
Street in Merrillville, and in 1991, the church 
was completed and consecrated. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the parish family of St. Sava’s Serbian 
Orthodox Church, under the guidance of Rev-
erend Jovan Todorovich, as they prepare to 
celebrate their 85th anniversary. All past and 
present parishioners and pastors should be 
proud of the numerous contributions they have 
made out of the love and devotion they have 
displayed for their church throughout the past 
85 years.
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BAPTIST CHURCH 

HON. KEN BENTSEN 
OF TEXAS 
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Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate the members of the congregation of 
South Post Oak Baptist Church in my home 
district of Houston, Texas for celebrating their 
church’s 40th anniversary. The South Post 
Oak Baptist Church family has been a pillar of 
the community, effectively ministering to its 
members for four decades. 

South Post Oak Baptist Church was orga-
nized October 4, 1959 as a separate entity of 
Almeda Baptist Church and was incorporated 
in 1961. From its humble beginnings, the 
church has been a viable point of spiritual ref-
erence for the community. Under the leader-
ship of Rev. Remus E. Wright, the member-
ship of the church has grown rapidly, from 300 
in 1991 to more than 4,500 members in 1999. 

Over the past decade Rev. Wright and his 
wife Mia have worked to make South Post 
Oak Baptist Church, ‘‘A Positive Place in a 
Negative World.’’ Their endurance and tre-
mendous energy in addressing the needs of 
South Post Oak Baptist Church’s congregation 
have served their community well. 

The youngest of nine children born to 
Remus and Elizabeth Wright in Indianapolis, 
Indiana, Rev. Wright answered the call to the 
ministry during his mid-twenties, becoming an 
Associate Minister at Grace Apostolic church. 
He joined the Pentecostal Ambassadors and 
recorded two gospel albums on which he 
sang, wrote and produced most of the songs. 
Upon relocating to Houston, Pastor Wright 
found his home at South Post Oak Baptist 
Church, guiding the church into its largest ever 
period of growth. The Church’s focus has 
been on the family; the responsibilities of men; 
special needs of our senior citizens; and ‘‘real 
life’’ programs for youth. Rev. Wright’s focus 
on families is a major reason why he now de-
votes his energy to ministering to more than 
2,500 families at South Post Oak Baptist 
Church. 

While Rev. Wright’s religious and spiritual 
obligations have always been paramount, as a 

community leader, he has undertaken his civic 
duties with the utmost seriousness and pas-
sion, serving on several boards and organiza-
tions. He serves on two local high school 
boards, the YMCA board, and is a volunteer 
with LifeGift Organ Donation Program. He was 
selected to serve as a Foreign Missionary and 
Church Planter for the Southern Baptist Asso-
ciation in Zimbabwe, Africa. Most recently, he 
became part of an on-going Summer Leader-
ship Institute Program at Harvard University 
designed to strengthen faith-based programs 
throughout urban communities in the United 
States. 

Mr. Speaker, South Post Oak Baptist 
Church has much to celebrate on its 40th an-
niversary. The church has been a haven for its 
community. Since its beginnings four decades 
ago through the last 8 years of unprecedented 
growth, South Post Oak Baptist Church should 
be commended for its dedication to God and 
commitment to the needs of its congregation 
and surrounding community. 
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Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the University of Wisconsin’s 
football team. This has been an exceptional 
season for the Badgers in many respects. 

For the second straight year, the Badgers 
are off to play in a major NCAA Bowl Game. 
The Badgers could go to the Rose Bowl, just 
as they did last year, or to another major bowl, 
depending on how other college teams fare in 
the closing weeks of the season. On Saturday, 
a beautiful and unusually balmy day at Camp 
Randall, the Badgers sealed their ticket to a 
bowl game by defeating the Iowa Hawkeyes, 
41 to 3, and winning the Big Ten champion-
ship. 

But securing the championship was not all 
that was celebrated on Saturday. Before near-
ly 80,000 screaming Badger fans, tailback Ron 
Dayne made history as he became the all-time 
rushing leader in NCAA Division I football. 
Ron Dayne has finished his collegiate career 
with 6,397 yards—and is the favorite for win-
ning this year’s Heisman Trophy. 

Ron Dayne’s historic record and going to a 
major bowl game for the second straight year 
are only part of the triumphant season. The 
whole team created this championship. It was 
particularly heartening to see the team come 
together when Coach Barry Alvarez was either 
coaching from his hospital bed or the coach’s 
box while waiting for knee replacement sur-
gery. 

The Badgers end the regular season with a 
9–2 record. Congratulations to all the players, 
students and fans at the University of Wis-
consin. I look forward to enjoying the Fifth 
Quarter at the bowl game. On Wisconsin!
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Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, one of the good 
services in Medicare is the CORF (Com-
prehensive Outpatient Rehabilitation Facility) 
program, where beneficiaries recovering from 
an illness or operation can get a wide range 
of quality rehab services. 

Unfortunately, there appears to be a loop-
hole in the law allowing the establishment of 
‘‘satellite’’ CORFs. In this scheme, doctors are 
getting letters offering to rent part of their of-
fice for the placement of a therapist. The rent 
offered is often sight-unseen and is far above 
what is a reasonable rental rate. It is, in my 
opinion, a violation of the anti-kickback laws 
and is a way to get referrals that greatly drives 
up utilization and costs for Medicare. 

To stop this proliferation of services we 
never knew we needed, I am introducing a bill, 
with an effective date of today, to require that 
all CORF services be provided at one site. I 
submit a letter from the HCFA Deputy Admin-
istrator on this issue and on the steps Medi-
care is taking to avoid fraudulent utilization in 
this area. The Administration is to be com-
mended for its efforts to prevent abuse in this 
area—but clarifying the law will also be help-
ful.

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN 
SERVICES, HEALTH CARE FINANC-
ING ADMINISTRATION, DEPUTY AD-
MINISTRATOR 

Washington, DC, Oct. 27, 1999. 
Hon. PETE STARK,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. STARK: Thank you for your let-
ter to the Administrator regarding contracts 
being mailed to doctors to open uncertified 
mini-Comprehensive Outpatient Rehabilita-
tion Facilities (CORFs) in physicians’ of-
fices. I am responding on her behalf, and I 
apologize for the delay in this response. You 
also stated that you earlier copied the Ad-
ministrator on a letter you sent to the De-
partment of Health and Human Services’ 
(DHHS’) Office of the Inspector General re-
garding this matter. You are requesting that 
the Administrator immediately put a halt to 
the proliferation of these ‘‘satellite’’ CORFs. 

I share your concern with the apparent 
proliferation of satellite CORFs. Based on 
the information furnished, the establishment 
of satellite facilities is consistent with sec-
tion 1861(cc) of the Social Security Act (the 
Act). Section 1861(cc)(1) of the Act states 
that in the case of physical therapy (PT), oc-
cupational therapy (OT), and speech pathol-
ogy (SP) services there shall be no require-
ment that the item or service be furnished at 
any single, fixed location. All other CORF 
services must be provided at the site of the 
CORF approved for Medicare participation. 

It should be noted that although the Act 
exempts these services from the single, fixed 
location requirement, it does not exempt 
them from any of the other CORF require-
ments. Since the CORF must make docu-
mentation available to the state survey 
agency surveyor demonstrating that it fur-
nishes all services in compliance with the 
CORF requirements, we would expect the 
documentation at the CORF for services fur-
nished off-site would not be unlike that for 
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