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in amusement, as a small percent of their 
number break laws and trounce the rights of 
others with impunity. Worse yet, there are 
elected officials who actively support these 
offenders. Those whose responsibility it is to 
help us enforce the laws passed by Congress 
and do our mandated jobs, always seem to 
have a reason why action must be postponed. 

The Jarbidge situation is just another ex-
ample of how certain elements would rather 
fight and excoriate the federal government 
than work towards a solution. These people 
need an ‘‘evil empire’’ to attack. When a 
member of the United States Congress joins 
forces with them, using the power of the of-
fice to stage a public inquisition of federal 
employees followed by a political fundraiser, 
I must protest. This member and others con-
tinue to do this, and we, as an agency, be-
lieve that it is best to keep turning the other 
cheek. Enough is enough. I am not pro-
moting conflict; I’m simply advocating that 
our agency demands fairness and common 
decency. It’s time to speak up. 

But speaking up and continuing to work 
here are not compatible. By speaking out, I 
cannot provide you, my employees, with a 
safe working environment. And to date, I 
have not been able to convince others that 
the current atmosphere is unacceptable and 
requires a proactive response. I refuse to 
continue to participate in this charade of 
normalcy. 

Equally troubling is our limited ability to 
perform the mission of the Forest Service 
under these conditions. As stewards for pub-
lic lands, entrusted with protecting and re-
storing natural resources for present and fu-
ture generations, we must be able to perform 
those functions in a collaborative and coop-
erative manner. The health of the land is 
paramount. 

I am choosing to leave for my principles, 
for my personal well-being, and so I can ac-
tualize my commitment to natural resource 
management in a setting where respect and 
civil discourse is the norm. I have no definite 
plans and I am not seeking special treatment 
from the agency. I will stay at least until 
the end of the year to help ensure a smooth-
er transition to new leadership. 

I leave you with my fondest wishes for con-
tinuing your excellent work and gaining the 
fulfillment and respect that you all deserve. 
As I told you when I first arrived, simply 
demonstrate honesty, integrity and ethical 
behavior and you will succeed. Thank you 
for the tremendous support you have given 
me, I couldn’t have asked for more from you. 

Sincerely, 
GLORIA E. FLORA, 

Forest Supervisor.
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TRIBUTE TO BRIAN LANCE 
GOTLIEB 

HON. ANTHONY D. WEINER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize an upstanding member of our com-
munity who is being recognized by the Brigh-
ton-Atlantic Unit #1671 of B’nai Brith on the 
occasion of its 1999 Youth Services Award 
Breakfast. 

Brian Lance Gotlieb has earned a well-de-
served reputation as a tireless fighter on be-
half of the youth in our community, and is 
rightfully honored for his achievements by 
B’nai Brith on this special occasion. 

Gotlieb, who serves as the liaison to Inter-
mediate School 303 and Public Schools 90, 
100, 209 and 253, is currently working on dif-
ferent ways to protect our community’s chil-
dren. As a member of the District 21 School 
Board, he has initiated the process of identi-
fying unsafe streets throughout District 21 to 
ensure the safety of all pedestrians. And, 
throughout this school year, Gotlieb will be 
hosting a series of Child Safety Programs that 
will provide parents with free copies of their 
children’s fingerprints along with Polaroid pic-
tures to present to law enforcement personnel 
in the event of an emergency. 

Further, as my Deputy Chief of Staff, Brian 
Lance Gotlieb has served as my liaison to the 
Board of Education and School Construction 
Authority for the last three years. In addition, 
he is primarily responsible for the intake and 
resolution of constituent concerns in my Com-
munity Office located in the Sheepshead Bay 
section of Brooklyn. 

Gotlieb, who credits his late mother, Myrna, 
with teaching him the importance of helping 
others and being active in the community, cre-
ated the highly successful organization 
Shorefront Toys for Tots in 1995. Founded in 
his mother’s memory, Shorefront Toys for Tots 
has helped bring Chanukah cheer to more 
than 7,500 underprivileged children in the 
Shorefront community. 

As a student at the Rabbi Harry Halpern 
Day School and its Talmud Torah High School 
division, Gotlieb packed and delivered Pass-
over packages to aid needy senior citizens. 
Gotlieb strengthened his bond with the Jewish 
community as an undergraduate and graduate 
student through his involvement with the Jew-
ish Culture Foundation at New York University 
and B’nai B’rith Hillel at the University of Flor-
ida, where he served as a Reporter for the 
Jewish Student News. 

Gotlieb is a member of Community Board 
13 and serves on it’s Education and Library 
and Youth Services committees. He also 
serves his neighbors as a member of the 
Board of Directors in Section 4 of Trump Vil-
lage and as an Executive Board member of 
the 60th Precinct Community Council. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud the members of 
Brighton-Atlantic Unit #1671 of B’nai Brith for 
recognizing the achievements of Brian Lance 
Gotlieb, a tireless worker for the people of 
Brooklyn and Queens.
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CONGRATULATING THE PASCACK 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

HON. MARGE ROUKEMA 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mrs. ROUKEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate the Pascack Historical Society on the 
recent restoration of its museum, and for all 
the work the Society has done to preserve the 
heritage of the Pascack Valley. 

The Pascack Historical Society Museum, lo-
cated in Park Ridge, New Jersey, is a wonder-
ful collection of artifacts depicting life in the re-
gion from the 18th Century through the early 
20th Century. It is a popular destination for 
tourists and natives alike, and is a treasure-

trove of archival information for scholars of 
local history. 

Special recognition must go to a number of 
key individuals involved. The project was ably 
guided by Historical Society President Kath-
arine P. Randall, Vice President Fracesca M. 
Moskowitz, Secretary Ellen Kramer and Treas-
urer Richard Ross. 

The renovation would not have been pos-
sible without the generosity of the late Ellen 
Berdais, a long-time member of the Historical 
Society who died of cancer in 1995, just after 
the project began. In her honor, the annex will 
be named the Ellen Berdais Hall. In addition, 
the main museum building will be named in 
memory of its longtime curator, Wilma Uder. 

The museum is housed in the 19th century 
former First Congregational Church of Park 
Ridge. During the three-year, $275,000 ren-
ovation, the church building was substantially 
restored and a dilapidated barn was replaced 
with an 18,000-square-foot addition. Its exhib-
its include the facade of a country store, a 
turn-of-the-century parlor, and a recreation of 
rooms from a small, Colonial-era home. Arti-
facts include items the Leni-Lenape Indian 
tribe and early settlers used for trading, farm-
ing and manufacturing. A machine for making 
the ‘‘wampum’’ ornaments Native Americans 
once used as currency is part of the collection, 
along with a printing press from a local news-
paper and a wooden horse used by a saddle 
maker. 

The Historical Society was founded in the 
1930s by John C. Storms, publisher of the 
Park Ridge Local, and was formally incor-
porated in 1942. A small group of area resi-
dents dedicated themselves to collecting and 
preserving artifacts and written accounts of 
Pascack Valley history, and sharing the collec-
tion through exhibits, lectures and a quarterly 
newsletter. The society’s collection was 
housed in various locations until it found a 
permanent home in 1952 with the purchase of 
the church, which had been a Park Ridge 
landmark since 1873. 

During its nearly half-century of operation, 
thousands of school classes, civic organiza-
tions, researchers and individuals have visited 
the museum and attended the Historical Soci-
ety’s lectures. Staffed entirely by volunteers, 
the museum has depended on the generosity 
of its members and friends for financial sup-
port. 

It became obvious in 1994 that the adjacent 
bar—used as a meeting room, research cen-
ter, storage area and workroom—was in such 
a dangerous state of disrepair that its demoli-
tion was ordered by the borough. With the 
loss of this facility, it was necessary to tempo-
rarily close the museum and begin a major 
fundraising campaign to rebuild. Supports 
worked for five years to make the dream a re-
ality. 

I ask my colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in commending the 
Pascack Historical Society and all its members 
on the hard work and dedication that have 
preserved this American historic treasure for 
the benefit of all.
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THE BICENTENNIAL OF MONROE, 

NEW YORK 

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to 
note to our colleagues that the Town of Mon-
roe, New York, in my congressional district is 
currently celebrating its 200th anniversary. 

With its population estimated in 1996 to be 
nearly 26,000, the Town of Monroe has long 
been considered one of the major hubs of our 
Hudson River valley. Within the boundaries of 
the Town are three incorporated villages: the 
Village of Monroe (incorporated in 1894), the 
Village of Harriman (incorporated in 1914), 
and the Village of Kiryas Joel (incorporated in 
1977). 

The Village of Monroe sprang up along a 
mill pond created by the construction of a dam 
and grist mill constructed prior to the Revolu-
tionary War. Soon, stagecoach routes, inns, 
and taverns grew along Monroe’s Mill Pond, 
and soon the community became the eco-
nomic and social focal point of the area. 

The Village of Harriman was the site of a 
creamery and grist mill, which early in this 
century became the site of the estate of the 
railroad magnate Edward H. Harriman. The 
Village was named in his honor, and became 
the home of his son, Averill, who served as a 
cabinet member, diplomat, and Governor of 
New York. 

The Village of Kiryas Joel is the second le-
gally incorporated community of Hasidic Jews 
in the world. The community is a unique vil-
lage where traditional values and the centrality 
of family are the guiding principles of commu-
nity life. To preserve these values, Kiryas Joel 
remains without television or radio. 

The entire Town of Monroe has enjoyed a 
varied history over the past 200 years. In the 
earliest days, it was known for its iron mines 
and smelting furnaces. The famous giant 
chain which was stretched across the Hudson 
River to prevent invasion by the British army 
was forged in Monroe. The Monroe iron mines 
thrived as late as the 1880’s. 

For many years, Monroe was the center of 
a thriving dairy and cheese industry. We forget 
today that the concept of shipping fresh milk 
from the farm to the city is a relatively new 
concept which did not come about until the 
advent of the railroads. The Town of Monroe 
was host to a variety of dairy farms, and be-
ginning in 1841 what are now the Villages of 
Monroe and Harriman were the railroad termi-
nals from which dairy products were shipped. 

But it is for cheese that Monroe is most fa-
mous. Two types of cheese beloved through-
out the world—velveeta and liederkranz—were 
invented in Monroe and originally manufac-
tured at the factory operated by Emil Frey. 

Today, the Monroe Cheese Festival is the 
biggest and most successful event held annu-
ally in Monroe. Conceived by Village Mayor 
Robert Bonney—who tragically passed away 
soon after he ‘‘sold’’ the festival idea to the 
community—the cheese festival annually at-
tracts thousands of visitors of all ages to the 
community from far and wide. 

In 1997, a local newspaper reporter wrote 
that: ‘‘There are few places where a kid can 

wear a giant foam cheese wedge on his head 
and still look pretty cool. A Green Bay Packer 
game may be one. Another, most definitely, is 
the Monroe Cheese Festival.’’

Other long time traditions which permeate 
Monroe are the Mombasha Fire Department, 
over 100 years old, and the Museum Village, 
which preserves for tourists and scholars a 
typical colonial community. The legendary 
showman, George M. Cohan, was a resident 
of Monroe. When in his declining years the 
classic motion picture biography of his life, 
‘‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’’ was released, he 
was too ill to travel to New York City for the 
grand premiere. So a special screening for 
Cohan and his family was arranged to take 
place at the Mombasha Fire House. Mr. 
Cohan applauded the portrayal of his life story 
by the legendary Jimmy Cagney. 

Today, as we stand on the threshold of a 
new millennium, the Town of Monroe and the 
three Villages within its boundaries all look for-
ward to the third hundred years with a sense 
of confidence that the challenges of tomorrow 
will be met. 

Mr. Speaker, I invite all of our colleagues to 
join with me in saluting the town of Monroe, 
New York, on this milestone occasion.
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TRIBUTE TO STEPHEN M. MELTZ 

HON. DAVID D. PHELPS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. PHELPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Stephen M. Meltz on his sixieth 
birthday. Stephen will gather with his friends 
and family to celebrate this momentous occa-
sion just after Thanksgiving. Stephen was 
born in Chicago, Illinois, on December 15, 
1939, to Jacob and Cecilia Meltz. He is mar-
ried to Nadine (Greenberg) Meltz and has two 
sons: David and Gary. Stephen has lived in 
Chicago his entire life. He attended college at 
the University of Chicago, receiving both his 
undergraduate degree in political science and 
his M.B.A. at the prestigious university. He 
also served his country proudly in the United 
States Army Reserve. 

Stephen M. Meltz is currently the President 
of Stephen M. Meltz and Associates, a C.P.A. 
firm located in Lincolnwood, Illinois. It is a suc-
cessful business, where his clients know that 
the work done by Stephen’s firm is both pro-
fessional and honest. For the last year his son 
David Meltz has joined him at the firm, which 
now makes it truly a family business. But for 
all the success Stephen has had in his profes-
sional life, I know that his family is his greatest 
sense of pride and accomplishment. 

Stephen has always made the best interests 
of his family his primary concern. He has 
taken care of his wife, his children, his par-
ents, his wife’s parents and many members of 
his extended family with loving care. He saw 
to it that his children received the best edu-
cations available. He made sure that the final 
years of his and his wife’s parents were lived 
with dignity and comfort. Like many fathers, 
his dedication to his family has sometimes 
gone unnoticed, but he does not care for his 
loved ones for accolades, but because he 

loves his family. for all these reasons, Stephen 
is a patriarch in the truest sense of the term. 
A pillar of integrity that all his family can lean 
on in their hour of need and celebrate with 
during times of joy. 

Mr. Speaker, it is often said, that the road 
to the Underworld is paved with good inten-
tions. Contrary to this premise, Stephen M. 
Meltz has always had honor and a strong core 
of moral beliefs and intentions, and his actions 
have always mirrored those values. Aristotle 
said, ‘‘In the arena of human life the honors 
and rewards fall to those who show their good 
qualities in action.’’ Stephen’s rewards are 
both a devout family and loyal friends who 
have witnessed his lifelong ‘‘good qualities in 
action’’ and will honor him over dinner on his 
sixtieth birthday. 

Mr. Speaker, lastly, I am particularly pleased 
to have this opportunity to congratulate Ste-
phen M. Meltz, on his sixtieth birthday, be-
cause his son Gary C. Meltz is a member of 
my staff here in Washington, DC. Gary asked 
me to put into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD a 
speech to commemorate his father’s birthday. 
I am honored to do this for Gary and his fa-
ther. I urge all my colleagues to join me now 
in wishing Stephen M. Meltz a happy sixtieth 
birthday and Godspeed.
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M.D. ANDERSON CANCER CENTER 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I wish 
to bring to the attention of my colleagues in 
the House of Representatives a recent article 
about the wonderful medical advances at the 
M.D. Anderson Cancer Center in Houston, 
Texas. The article tells the stories of two peo-
ple, a young college student and the former 
Speaker of the House Jim Wright, dealing with 
cancer of the jaw and their experiences with 
this once debilitating disease. Their respective 
stories highlight the need to support our Na-
tion’s cancer centers and highlight how med-
ical advances can truly give Americans hope 
where none previously existed. 

Reconstructing Lives by Mary Jane Schier—
For 19-year old James Smith, the quality of 

survival from cancer of the jaw is paramount 
in order to pursue his dream of playing profes-
sional football. 

Smith is a junior majoring in health and 
human performance at McNeese State Univer-
sity in Lake Charles, LA, where he was an 
outstanding defensive tackle until diagnosed 
with a disease uncommon among teenagers. 

He and his family were stunned to learn in 
November 1998 that he had a tumor in his 
right mandible, the horseshoe-shaped bone 
that forms the lower jaw. the mandible, he 
knows, is the largest and strongest bone in 
the face. 

Smith was forced to take an extended time-
out from the football team to begin the biggest 
challenge of his young life. Upon coming to 
M.D. Anderson, he joined a new team whose 
members are nationally ranked for treating 
head and neck cancers. 

The head coaches in the multidisciplinary 
treatment regimen that Smith received are Dr. 
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