November 18, 1999

SENSE OF HOUSE REGARDING
DIABETES

SPEECH OF

HON. GERALD D. KLECZKA

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 16, 1999

Mr. KLECZKA. Mr. Speaker, | am proud to
be a cosponsor of this important resolution ex-
pressing our continued commitment to the
fight against diabetes.

Diabetes is one of the most costly health
problems in America. More than 1 out of every
10 health care dollars in the United States,
and about 1 out of every 4 Medicare dollars is
spent on care for people with diabetes.

The devastation caused by diabetes, how-
ever, goes far beyond the financial costs. Over
16 million Americans suffer from this chronic
disease for which there is no cure. Diabetes is
the seventh leading cause of death in the
United States.

While over 10 million Americans know that
they are living with diabetes, another 5.4 mil-
lion people are not even aware that they have
the disease. Many people only realize that
they have diabetes when they develop a life-
threatening complication like blindness, kidney
disease, nerve damage, heart disease or
stroke.

Early diagnosis and treatment can help re-
duce the risk of these terrible complications. |
am pleased to note that constituents in my
district have access to a number of out-
standing diabetes education programs, includ-
ing those at the Children’s Hospital of Wis-
consin, Clement J. Zablocki VA Medical Cen-
ter, Columbia Hospital, Froedtert Memorial Lu-
theran Hospital, St. Francis Hospital, St.
Luke’s Medical Center, Waukesha Memorial
Hospital, and West Allis Memorial Hospital.
The resolution before us today recognizes the
important role that these dedicated health pro-
fessionals and volunteers play in the fight
against diabetes.

Mr. Speaker, these health providers and
their patients need our help. Improvements in
technology and the general growth in scientific
knowledge have created unprecedented op-
portunities for advances that might lead to bet-
ter treatments, prevention, and ultimately a
cure. Congress has a responsibility to support
this critical, life-saving research. | urge my col-
leagues to support this resolution and affirm
their commitment to find a cure for diabetes.

—————

IN RECOGNITION OF JOHN P.
POWELL

HON. BOB RILEY

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. RILEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize John P. Powell, who was honored on
November 14, 1999, at the official dedication
of the newly named J.P. Powell Middle School
in Chambers County, Alabama.

John P. Powell was born in Chambers
County, Alabama, on September 13, 1912.
After graduating from Florida A&M University,

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

he began his teaching career at Langdale
School in 1949. On September 24, 1954, he
became the principal of the Chambers County
Training School (renamed Southside Elemen-
tary School during the 1970-71 school year)
and remained its principal for 27 years until
his retirement on May 28, 1976. The Cham-
bers County Board of Education by official ac-
tion renamed the school, now a middle school
for grades 6-8, in Professor Powell’s honor on
May 19, 1999.

During his career and after his retirement,
Mr. Powell was active in the Lafayette, Ala-
bama, community. He served on the Cham-
bers County Industrial Board and was active in
the Chambers County Extension Service. His
community involvement included the Red
Cross, the United Givers Fund, Powell Chapel
United Methodist Church, the Chambers
County Retired Teachers organization and
senior citizens’ groups. Even now, at the age
of 87, Professor Powell is president of the Bir-
mingham Rehabilitation Center where he re-
sides.

In 1991, the Lafayette City Council pro-
claimed John Powell Day in Lafayette. In the
resolution issued, Mr. Powell was commended
for his community involvement and his leader-
ship, particularly in the fields of education, in-
dustry and race relations. Now, once again, he
is being recognized for what he has done to
promote respect between races and the value
of education for his students. Most important,
however, he is recognized for his life-long
commitment to public service.

| join the residents of Chambers County in
thanking John P. Powell and saluting him on
this special day of recognition.

————

CONDEMNING ARMENIAN
ASSASSINATIONS

SPEECH OF

HON. PETER T. KING

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 16, 1999

Mr. KING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to ex-
press my concern about the violence that re-
cently took place in Armenia. The Prime Min-
ister and the Speaker of the Parliament, as
well as other prominent Armenian politicians,
were killed in a hail of gunfire on the floor of
the Armenian Parliament.

Besides my deep concern and sympathy for
the individuals who were brutally murdered
and for their families and friends, | fear that
this event could cause a delay or postpone-
ment of the peace talks currently underway
between Armenia and Azerbaijan. Thankfully,
both governments have stated that the peace
process will not be interrupted by this tragic
event.

Armenia should step up its efforts to push
the peace process along. The conflict between
Armenia and Azerbaijan has been going on for
11 years now, and more than 30,000 people
have been killed and over a million refugees
created on both sides, including over 800,000
in Azerbaijan. It is time to reach a peace
agreement, and Presidents Heydar Aliyev of
Azerbaijan and Robert Kocharian of Armenia
have met four times in recent months to dis-
cuss such a settlement.

30819

As original sponsor of legislation designed
to repeal Section 907 of the Freedom Support
Act, | would like to draw your attention to a
statement in the New York Times, that ap-
peared on November 3, urging to loft “the ban
on giving Azerbaijan the same kind of eco-
nomic assistance that it provides to all other
former Soviet republics. This would serve both
to recognize the risks that Heydar Aliyev,
Azerbaijan’s President, has taken for peace
and begin to bring about more realistic atti-
tudes in Armenia. If we are to be an effective
broker, we must adopt a balanced approach.”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, during the fol-
lowing rollcall votes, | was unavoidably de-
tained. Had | been present, | would have
voted as indicated below.

Rollcall No. 587, “yes”; rolicall No. 588,
“yes”; rollcall No. 589, “yes”; rollcall No. 590,
“no”; rollcall No. 591, “yes”; rollcall No. 592,
“yes”; rollcall No. 593, “yes”; rollcall No. 594,
“yes”; rollcall No. 595, “no”.

——————

A PROPOSAL TO GUARANTEE
HEALTH INSURANCE TO EVERY
AMERICAN CHILD BORN IN THE
NEXT CENTURY: SEEKING IDEAS
AND COMMENTS ON THE PRO-
POSAL

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, it is a national
disgrace that 11.1 million children in the
United States still do not have health insur-
ance as we enter a new millennium.

What we have done so far has not worked.
Since 1996, the numbers and percentages of
children without insurance have actually crept
upward. They have not yet reached a statis-
tically significant degree of increase, but we
are moving in the wrong direction.

The web of programs we pieced together in
1997, CHIP/Medicaid/transitional Medicaid, are
failing to get health insurance coverage to
more children.

We need to come back to this question, and
find something that will work. America’s chil-
dren deserve health insurance.

| have begun to develop a bill to address
this problem, currently in a rough draft form,
which is based on the idea that we need a
simple and comprehensive solution:

We want every child in America to have
health insurance.

Every child in America is issued a birth cer-
tificate and social security number at birth.
Let’'s automatically enroll every child at birth
into a Medicare-type program; call it
“MediKids.”

MedKids will be both an umbrella and a
safety net for all of the other programs insur-
ing our children, so that no child will ever fall
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