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through the enrollment cracks again, much 
less 11.1 million children. 

Our current approach places the burden on 
already disadvantaged parents. State and 
local enrollment and welfare workers are un-
able to determine which families match var-
ious programs—much less process pages of 
forms and documentation in order to enroll 
children in health insurance. 

Instead, I propose we do what’s right, sen-
sible, and directly accomplishes the goal of 
health insurance for all of our children: (1) En-
roll every child in MediKids automatically at 
birth; and (2) allow parents who do have other 
choices for a child’s health insurance to attach 
evidence of coverage to their tax forms, thus 
exempting themselves from the premiums 
used to finance MediKids. 

Children are relatively inexpensive to insure, 
but this program will have a budget impact. I 
am developing a plan for covering the costs of 
this program. Ultimately, however we pay for 
it, we must make the stand that some things 
are wotrh spending money on, particularly in 
this time of unprecedented, record-breaking 
economic growth. 

My staff and I will be refining this bill over 
the holiday recess. For example, we will want 
to adjust the MediKids program to cover the 
specific services which children need. As our 
work progresses, we will be posting our drafts 
on our website, http://www.house.gov/stark 
and we invite everyone to visit the site and 
offer their input. 

We plan to introduce this bill at the start of 
the next Congressional session—the first of 
the new millennium. I invited all of my col-
leagues, and everyone in America who cares 
about the health of our children, to join us in 
developing this idea, and to co-sponsor this 
important effort to get every millennium baby 
off to a good start.
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Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to pay special tribute to the 
Panpaphian Association, its members, friends 
and special honoree, this year, Savas 
Tsivicos. 

The Panpaphian Association was founded in 
1987, by a group of Cypriot-Americans of 
Paphian ancestry in order to encourage and 
help promote awareness of the customs and 
traditions of the region of Paphos and Cyprus. 
It is a vital philanthropic organization con-
cerned with education, the health and well-
being of students from the United States and 
Cyprus, and the liberation of Cyprus from the 
Turkish invasion of 1974. 

This year’s honoree, Savas Tsivicos, exem-
plifies the honorable characteristics of the peo-
ple from Paphos. He came to the United 
States in 1982 from a farming community in 
the village of Inia to live the ‘‘American Life.’’ 
His life embodies the dreams, hopes and aspi-
rations of thousands of immigrants who arrive 

in the United States to construct a decent life. 
Mr. Tsivicos holds a Bachelor’s Degree and 
MBA from Fairleigh Dickinson University and a 
Masters Certificate from George Washington 
University, where he received numerous scho-
lastic awards and honors. 

Mr. Tsivicos has also become an outspoken 
community leader. He serves on the Ethnic 
Advisory Council of New Jersey and he has 
been elected President of the Cyprus Federa-
tion of America. He is a member of the Arch-
diocesan Council of the Greek Orthodox 
Church of America and is an Archon of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate. Mr. Tsivicos is on 
the Advisory Board of the Center for Byzantine 
and Modern Greek Studies of Queens Col-
lege, and on the Board of Directors for the 
Foundation of Hellenic Studies, the Greek 
American Chamber of Commerce, and the 
Council of Overseas Cypriots. 

Savas Tsivicos is a proud American who 
has not forgotten his roots. He is imbued with 
determination to bring justice and freedom to 
Cyprus and has served as Vice President of 
the International Coordinating Committee Jus-
tice for Cyprus. A very successful business-
man, Mr. Tsivicos is president and owner of 
Paphian Enterprises, Inc. He is married to 
Maria Tsivicos and they have three children, 
Haralambos, Elpetha and Evangelos ages 11, 
9 and 6. 

The Panpaphian Association is now led by 
Florentia Christodoulidou, and supported by: 
George Sophocleous, Debbie Riga 
Evangelides, Spyros Stylianou, Michael 
Hadjiloucas, Kyriaki Christodoulou, Irene 
Theodorou, Andreas Pericleous and George 
Theodorou, plus the Advisory Board, Stavors 
Charalambous, Annoula Constantinides, 
Andreas Chrysostomou, Anna Chrsostomou, 
Savvas Konnaris, Georgios Kouspos, Chrusi 
Kleopas Notskas, Ismini Michaelides, and 
Evan Tziazas. 

Mr. Speaker, I salute Mr. Savas Tsivicos 
and the work of the officers and friends of the 
Panpaphian Association of America.
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Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, I want to con-
gratulate this year’s recipients of the 1999 
International Press Freedom Awards, pre-
sented by the Committee to Protect Journal-
ists (CPJ). 

CPJ was founded by American journalists in 
1981 to defend the ‘‘human and professional 
rights of journalists around the world.’’ CPJ 
works to protect reporters who are threatened 
by authoritarian regimes and other foes of ac-
curate, independent journalism. Its annual 
awards honor those journalists working under 
the most onerous of conditions. 

This year’s honorees, who have been beat-
en, jailed, or had their lives threatened be-
cause of their work, will receive their awards 
at a ceremony in New York next week. I join 
CPJ in congratulating: Jesus Joel Diaz Her-
nandez, who is serving a four-year prison sen-

tence in Cuba for starting an independent 
news agency; Baton Haxhiu, editor of 
Kosovo’s leading independent newspaper, 
‘‘Koho Ditore,’’ which he continued to publish 
from exile after eluding Serbian police; Jugnu 
Mohsin and Najam Sethi, publisher and editor 
of ‘‘The Friday Times’’ of Lahore, Pakistan—
last spring, Sethi was beaten, abducted, and 
jailed after the paper published charges of 
government corruption; and Maria Cristina 
Caballerio, a reporter for Colombia’s 
‘‘Semana,’’ who received frequent death 
threats as a result of her work covering the 
country’s civil war. 

Mr. Speaker, too often we take a free press 
for granted. CPJ and this year’s honoree’s re-
mind us that press freedoms are vital to the 
functioning of democratic government and that 
journalists often risk their lives to assure that 
the rest of us know the truth.
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Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of H. Con. Res. 211. First let me thank 
Mr. GEJDENSON, Mr. LANTOS, Mr. BROWN, and 
Mr. HASTINGS for co-sponsoring this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, the contrasting events in India 
and Pakistan over a single 24 hour period 
speak eloquently about the new challenges 
and opportunities that we face in South Asia. 
In India, we have seen hundreds of millions of 
voters enthusiastically exercise their votes in a 
free and fair election. In Pakistan, we wit-
nessed a military coup. 

This resolution, Mr. Speaker, recognizes 
that the people of India have a deep and abid-
ing commitment to democracy and it salutes 
them for the passion with which they choose 
their own destiny. No country reflects our own 
values more in that part of the world than 
does India. 

It is high time we seriously begin to recog-
nize this fact and graduate from mere plati-
tudes to some tangible policy changes toward 
India. 

I believe that it is time to re-examine our 
basic premise regarding U.S. policy in South 
Asia. We should abandon old paradigms and 
Cold War hangups and see that India, a de-
mocracy, is our natural ally in the region. 

The best way to demonstrate our commit-
ment to the people of India is by ensuring that 
the President travels to India as soon as pos-
sible, as the resolution urges him to do. 

I urge my colleagues to support the resolu-
tion.
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