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Tuesday, November 16, 1999

Mr. DOYLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
speak about the final version of legislation that 
deals with a comprehensive and complex set 
of veterans’ healthcare and benefits issues. 
Without question, this conference report on 
H.R. 2116, the Veterans Millennium Health 
Care and Benefits Act, deals constructively 
with a significant portion of the substantive 
matters considered at length by the Veterans 
Affairs Committees in both the House and the 
Senate. 

I want to recognize the efforts of Senator 
SPECTER, Senator ROCKEFELLER, Senator 
STUMP, and Ranking Member EVANS for their 
demonstrated leadership in crafting collabo-
rative compromises in the most productive 
manner as the conference allowed. 

This agreement makes significant steps for-
ward in defining the VA’s mission in a number 
of critical health care areas: Extended care, 
emergency services, mental health services, 
and chiropractic treatment to name a few. This 
agreement also moves in the right direction in 
terms of addressing the lingering need for ad-
ditional national veterans cemeteries and long-
term care facilities, as well as needed renova-
tions at various VA medical centers. 

This agreement also provides constructive 
direction in the areas of veterans’ education 
and housing, in meeting the needs of home-
less veterans, and improving the administra-
tive structure of the court of appeals for vet-
erans claims. 

I am disappointed however, that many of 
the provisions that were originally included in 
the House version of the bill pertaining to em-
ployee and veterans organizations participa-
tion in various VA decision-making and plan-
ning practices were not made part of this final 
package. I also think that the conference could 
have produced a better work product in terms 
of providing strong language that speaks to 
the need for cost-benefit analysis, employee 
protections, stringent hospital closure guide-
lines, and heightened oversight measures 
throughout the entire VA network. Inclusion of 
such provisions would have greatly improved 
the agreement’s overall intentions and would 
have made them less susceptible to incon-
sistent treatment system wide. 

So in summary, while the conference agree-
ment is not a perfect piece of legislation, it is 
nonetheless worthy of members’ support. And 
as Representative EVANS pointed out earlier, 
the conference agreement in many ways rep-
resents the need to demonstrate our con-
certed interest in reaffirming our commitment 
to our nation’s veterans. But as I have repeat-
edly stated, the most well intentioned efforts in 
terms of authorizing language are only as 
good as the amount of adequate funding that 
is appropriated. I have very serious concerns 
that next year we will find ourselves in the 
same vicious circle of logical debate. And the 
circle begins and ends with the need to have 

adequate resources to sufficiently support our 
responsibilities in meeting the needs of our 
veterans. 

It is my hope that all members who cast 
their vote in support of the conference agree-
ment will maintain their focus on veterans 
issues so that in the next fiscal year we can 
reverse the course we have been on for far 
too long and begin our work on matters con-
cerning veterans with enhanced resources, not 
severe budgetary cuts.
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TRIBUTE TO COLONEL HARRY 
SUMMERS 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, Colonel Harry 
G. Summers, Jr., United States Army, died 
this week. In his passing, the Army and the 
Nation have lost a soldier and scholar, who 
ranks among the preeminent military strate-
gists and analysts of this century. 

As an Army officer, who began his profes-
sional life as an enlisted soldier, and later as 
a military analyst, author and commentator, 
Colonel Summers knew personally the bayo-
net-point reality of war and thought and wrote 
widely about strategic issues. He was a deco-
rated veteran of combat in Korea and Viet-
nam, awarded the Silver Star and the Bronze 
Star for Valor, and the legion of Merit; twice 
awarded the combat infantry badge; and twice 
awarded the Purple Heart for wounds received 
in combat. 

An infantry squad leader in the Korean con-
flict, he served as a battalion and corps oper-
ation officer during the Vietnam war, and later 
as a negotiator with the North Vietnamese in 
Saigon and in Hanoi. Instructor of strategy at 
the U.S. Army Command and General Staff 
College, he was a political-military action offi-
cer on the Army General Staff, a member of 
the then Army chief of staff Creighton Abrams’ 
strategic assessment group, and served in the 
Office of the Army Chief of Staff from 1975 to 
1980, before joining the faculty of the U.S. 
Army War College. 

At the war college, Colonel Summers was at 
the heart of the rebirth of strategic studies in 
the professional military education of our 
Armed Forces in the early 1980’s. His book 
On Strategy: The Vietnam War in Context pro-
vided a critical strategic appraisal of American 
strategy in that war and a seminal American 
work in the relationship of military strategy to 
national policy. On Strategy has been charac-
terized as being ‘‘about’’ the Vietnam war in 
much the same way that Clausewitz is ‘‘about’’ 
the Napoleonic wars or that Mahan is ‘‘about’’ 
18th-century naval struggles between France 
and England. That is, Harry Summers used 
the Vietnam war as a vehicle for analysis and 
illustration of principles of war that apply uni-
versally. 

After his retirement from active service, 
Harry Summers continued to contribute to the 
professional development of the officer corps 
and to the development of strategic thought 
and military strategy as a lecturer, visiting pro-
fessor, columnist, editor, and commentator. 

When Harry Summers testified before the 
House Armed Services Committee in Decem-
ber 1990 before Operation Desert Storm, he 
reemphasized the need for clarity of purpose 
and the relation of means to objective as this 
House wrestled with the decision to go to war 
against Iraq and commit U.S. military forces to 
protect the vital interests of the United States. 
He appeared before the committee again as 
we reviewed what happened to U.S. forces in 
Somalia in 1994 and provided valuable in-
sights on the relation of military force and 
commitment to our national objectives and 
commitment in that country. 

Harry Summers was justifiably proud of his 
sons and their service as Army officers and of 
his daughter-in-law who served as a warrant 
officer in the Persian Gulf War. In all this, he 
was supported by his wife, Eloise. My good 
friend, Floyd Spence, the chairman of the 
House Armed Services, joins me in sending 
our sympathies to them at this time. 

Colonel Harry Summers made a tremen-
dous contribution to the rebirth of the study of 
military strategy and to the professional mili-
tary education of our armed forces, and that 
legacy lives on after him. His commitment to 
the Nation and the Army that he loved was 
unstinting. The Nation and the Army are poor-
er for his passing. 
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IN HONOR OF MS. JAMILA DEMBY, 
NCAA WOMAN OF THE YEAR 

HON. DOUG OSE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. OSE. Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride 
that I rise to acknowledge University of Cali-
fornia Davis student, Jamila Demby, who was 
recently named NCAA Woman of the Year. 

Ms. Demby, the first UC Davis athlete to 
earn this NCAA honor, was selected as a na-
tional finalist from among 50 state winners. 
Representing California, she was one of two 
Division II finalists. 

It was a perfect ending to a perfect career 
at UC Davis. A seven-time All-American, Ms. 
Demby won eight conference championships 
in four years. During last year’s California Col-
legiate Athletic Association championships, 
Ms. Demby established a new UC Davis 800-
meter record of 2 minutes, 10.8 seconds. In 
addition, she ran the final leg of the 4400 relay 
team, which set a UC Davis record of 3:45.33. 

In addition to her athletic achievements, Ms. 
Demby has been active in student and com-
munity activities. In addition to serving as a 
UC Davis Aggie team captain and sitting on 
the student-athlete advisory committee, Ms. 
Demby finds time to regularly visit children at 
the Shriner’s Hospital and tutor at local 
schools. In fact, her work with children has be-
come such an influential experience that she 
changed her career path from advertising to 
serving underprivileged and underrepresented 
youth. 

As NCAA Woman of the Year, Ms. Demby 
was chosen from a group of highly accom-
plished women. Ms. Demby will graduate from 
UC Davis this December with a degree in 
rhetoric and communications and will continue 
to give back to her community. 
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