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she developed a quiet courage and inner 
strength. By the early 1950’s she would need 
that bravery to confront the passing of her be-
loved husband at a young age. She never re-
married and his memory remains with her 
today. 

Mrs. Standbridge began another memorable 
chapter in her life when she moved to North-
ern California and ultimately settled in Moun-
tain View where she has lived for 38 years. 
Living in beautiful Silicon Valley, Mrs. 
Standbridge witnessed the world change 
again—in a far more positive way. The tech-
nological revolution that has occurred over the 
last few decades has made her world and 
ours, a more prosperous place than ever be-
fore. 

The events of the 20th Century have had a 
great impact on Mrs. Standbridge’s life and 
she has been shaped by the relationships of 
those who hold her dear. Family and friend-
ship flow through her life and have enriched 
her century of living. She is a great example 
of resilience and courage. I’m proud to rep-
resent Mrs. Standbridge and ask my col-
leagues to join me in wishing this extraor-
dinary woman a very blessed and a very 
happy 100th birthday.
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Mr. OSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today with a 
humble heart to pay tribute to a distinguished 
leader, a personal friend, and a true pioneer 
for the city of Sacramento, Mr. Peter McCuen. 
The city lost one of its great giants on Mon-
day, when Peter succumbed to his third battle 
with cancer. 

More than any other person in the last 20 
years, Peter McCuen transformed the land-
scape of Sacramento and many of those who 
live in it. We can see the visual legacy he left 
when we drive through the Highway 50 cor-
ridor. The region’s most graceful skyscraper 
and its most visible ziggurat building remind 
us how integral he was in bringing prosperity 
to the city. 

Peter came to Sacramento in 1980 after 
having successful careers as a professor at 
Stanford University and a hi-tech entrepreneur 
in Silicon Valley. He had planned on retiring in 
the city. But immediately after he arrived, he 
saw the many opportunities Sacramento had 
to offer. He was involved in over 100 develop-
ment projects, including the Library Plaza, the 
U.S. Bank Plaza, the Teale Data Building, and 

the redevelopment of Mather Air Field. He 
also played a vital role in brining major cor-
porations like Intel and Sprint to this region, 
which created thousands of jobs for the peo-
ple of Sacramento. His impact on the eco-
nomic development of the Sacramento area is 
unparalleled. 

But for many of us, it is not just the subur-
ban business parks he built or the highrises 
he helped engineer that touched our lives. It is 
Peter’s unreserved generosity, canny vision, 
boundless energy and incomparable intellect 
that make him a truly unique human being. 

Peter’s philanthropic efforts benefited a long 
list of causes and groups in the city. His re-
nowned love of arts, education and civic orga-
nizations earned him the Regional Pride Ex-
cellence Award in 1991. He served on the ad-
visory boards of the Cancer Center at UC 
Davis Medical Center and both the engineer-
ing school and the graduate school of man-
agement at UCD. He also served on the advi-
sory board to the president of the Cal State 
University, Sacramento and the State’s Clean 
Air Partnership. 

Peter had a bright vision for our city, and he 
tried everything in his power to fulfill that vi-
sion. Sacramento is a better place because of 
Peter McCuen. My heart goes out to his wife 
Susan, his two children, Pamela and Patrick, 
and the entire McCuen family. Sacramento will 
miss one of its true leaders. 
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