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as well as the Russian Jewish Community’s 
reaction. Next it catalogues the Western 
governmental and non-governmental organi-
zations (NGO)’s response to this growing 
problem. Finally, it outlines the less than 
adequate, largely rhetorical response by the 
Russian Government to this problem.
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HONORING PEGGY BRAVERMAN 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 18, 1999

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, the Bronx is los-
ing one of its most distinguished public serv-
ants and a woman who has done more for her 
borough and her community than we can ever 
thank her for. Peggy Braverman is retiring 
after more than 15 years as Deputy County 
Clerk for the Bronx where she oversaw a staff 
or more than 80 people as they helped resi-
dents secure business certificates, passports, 
and other significant documents while answer-
ing questions about jury duty and other mat-
ters. 

She was always active in her community 
and the political arena. She was an adminis-
trative assistant in the Bronx Borough Presi-
dent’s office from 1979 to 1985 and before 
that she served as an administrative assistant 
for then Councilman, now Assemblyman Ste-
phen Kaufman. She was also Democratic Dis-
trict Leader for the 81st Assembly District. 

At least as extensive was her work in the 
voluntary area. She was an active member of 
the Educational Jewish Center, the Morris 
Park Community Association, the Allerton Ave-
nue Homeowners Association and the 49th 
Precinct Community Council. She also served 
as President of the PTA of Christopher Colum-
bus High School and Vice President of JHS 
135. She was also a scout leader. 

Peggy Braverman is that rare person who 
serves her neighborhood and her fellow citi-
zens in so many capacities, someone, who by 
their service, does so much to make govern-
ment work and the community prosper. The 
people of the Bronx will miss her in govern-
ment; let us hope we can keep her helping in 
the community. I want to join her legion of 
friends and admirers in wishing her in retire-
ment what she has learned—the very best 
from life. 
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TRIBUTE TO DR. KENNETH MAU-
RICE MATCHETT, JR.—A GREAT 
AMERICAN AND FRIEND 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 18, 1999

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to ask that we pause for 
a moment in honor of one of the finest people 
that I have ever had the pleasure of knowing. 
Dr. Kenneth Matchett, Jr. was a dedicated 
family man, a hard working physician and a 
model American. He gave selflessly to provide 
for his family and to help his community. Trag-
ically, Ken died in a horse riding accident 
while competing in Phoenix, Arizona. 

After graduating from Stanford with a de-
gree in Biochemistry in 1963, he attended 
Cornell Medical College. There he was elected 
to Alpha Omega Alpha, the medical honorary 
society. It was not long until he realized his 
true passion, Internal Medicine. During 1967–
1972, he completed his residency in Internal 
Medicine and a fellowship in Hematology/On-
cology at Duke University. Soon after that he 
returned to his hometown of Grand Junction, 
Colorado, where he set up his own practice. 

In addition to working tirelessly in his prac-
tice, he also maintained an active role in Saint 
Mary’s Hospital. There Ken served as Presi-
dent of the Medical Staff and as a member of 
the Board of Directors. As if these accolades 
are not enough, he also went on to found the 
Oncology Unit for the care of cancer patients 
at Saint Mary’s Hospital. The fine Doctor had 
a special reassuring warmth with his patients. 

Ken is survived by his wife Sally, their three 
daughters, Nancy Jean, Sarah Mary and Emily 
Ruth, three sons–in–law and two grand-
children. His family was precious to him. 

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I pay tribute 
to the life of Ken Matchett. I wish that every-
one could have had the pleasure of knowing 
this man. He was a great American and a 
friend of many.
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TRIBUTE TO THE LATE SURESH 
KWATRA 

HON. JACK QUINN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 18, 1999

Mr. QUINN. Mr. Speaker, before the first 
session of he 106th Congress adjourns, I want 
to pay tribute to Mr. Suresh Kwatra, a dedi-
cated 25-year career employee of the United 
States Department of Veterans’ Affairs, who 
died unexpectedly on June 21, 1999. 

Mr. Kwatra was indeed an inspiring indi-
vidual. He was an accounting graduate of 
Delhi University. He immigrated to the United 
States from his native India in 1969 and 
served in the United States Army during the 
Vietnam conflict, shortly after gaining his 
American citizenship. 

Mr. Kwatra began his career with the former 
Veterans Administration in 1974. He served as 
a veterans benefits counselor, strategic plan-
ner with VA’s national cemetery system, and 
statistician and analyst in the Office of VA’s 
Assistant Secretary for Policy and Planning. 
Because of his exceptional initiative and pro-
fessionalism, the Congressional Veterans’ 
Claims and Adjudication Commission selected 
Mr. Kwatra to be an analyst and project man-
ager. In my role as chairman of the Sub-
committee on Benefits, Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs, I have read his insightful anal-
ysis in the commission’s report. 

Mr. Speaker, Suresh Kwatra came to Amer-
ica, served proudly and honorably in our mili-
tary, and then committed his life to serving fel-
low veterans for a quarter of a century. To 
Suresh’s former co-workers, members of his 
church and community, his wife of 25 years 
Shoba, and sons Sameer and Naveen, I say 
that Suresh Kwatra was more than an inspir-
ing individual, indeed he was an American 
hero.

HISTORIC ENCOUNTER BETWEEN 
SAN JUAN PUEBLO AND SPAIN 

HON. TOM UDALL 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 18, 1999

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, on 
October 31, 1999, the headline of the Sunday 
Journal North edition of the Albuquerque Jour-
nal read: ‘‘Pueblos, Spain Forging Ties.’’ That 
headline and the accompanying article recog-
nized ground-breaking events whose impor-
tance extends beyond the Third Congressional 
District of New Mexico. Events that are living 
proof that centuries-old wounds to the dignity 
of our Native American communities, particu-
larly our New Mexico Indian Pueblos, can be 
healed through good will on the parts of the 
leaders of those Pueblos and the government 
involved. In this case, that government is the 
government of Spain. 

Students of American history know that four 
and a half centuries ago our American South-
west was explored by the government of 
Spain, which eventually led to Spanish settle-
ment there four centuries ago. Those 1598 
Spanish colonists led by Don Juan de Oñate 
did not find themselves alone: they settled in 
the midst of Indian Pueblos that had been 
thriving, vital established communities since 
time immemorial. 

The relationship between the Spanish set-
tlers and the original Pueblo Indian inhabitants 
were filled with conflict and occasional vio-
lence. Through it all, the Pueblo Indian com-
munities, including the Pueblo of San Juan 
where Juan de Oñate established the first 
Spanish capitol of New Mexico, struggled en-
dured and held on to their culture, their tradi-
tions and even their internal government. 

On April 3, 1998, acting on behalf of the 19 
Indian Pueblos that comprise the All Indian 
Pueblo Council of New Mexico, San Juan 
Pueblo Governor Earl N. Salazar became the 
first tribal official in the history of New Mexico 
and the United States to invite an official rep-
resentative of the Government of Spain, its 
Vice President Francisco Alvarez-Cascos, to 
visit San Juan Pueblo in commemoration of 
the four-hundredth anniversary of the perma-
nent meeting of the two cultures. That invita-
tion was made because in the view of the San 
Juan Tribal Council after four hundred years, 
reconciliation and healing were important. In 
the words of one San Juan Pueblo spiritual 
leader, ‘‘It was not right to teach our children 
to hate.’’ What an incredible and brave state-
ment that was! 

As a result of Governor Salazar’s invitation, 
on April 26, 1998, the Governors of New Mexi-
co’s 19 Pueblos, led by this remarkable young 
man, Governor Salazar, met with Vice Presi-
dent Alvarez-Cascos and Antonio Oyarzábal, 
Spanish Ambassador to the United States. 
The meeting was also attended by many of 
New Mexico’s state and local government dig-
nitaries. At that meeting, Governor Salazar re-
flected: ‘‘Today is a historical day for all of us 
because for the first time since that contact at 
Oke Oweingeh four hundred years ago, we, 
the descendants of our respective peoples 
and nations, are meeting to reflect upon the 
past and present, and together chart a new 
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