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has made to the inmates, their family and 
friends and the public. The Salvation Army 
should be commended for its Prison Card Pro-
gram as should the Justice Department and 
the Bureau of Prisons for their continuing sup-
port of this important program. 

Mr. Speaker, please join with my colleagues 
in supporting the Prison Card Program.
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FAITH IN AMERICA—A FOURTH OF 
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HON. MAC COLLINS 
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 18, 1999

Mr. COLLINS. Mr. Speaker, as Congress 
prepares to recess for the Session, I wanted 
to commend for the reading of the Members 
words delivered to a small Mississippi con-
gregation on the Fourth of July of this year by 
Rev. Ray N. Daniel, Jr. I bring these remarks 
to your attention now because I believe that 
as we return to the people who sent us here, 
we may have time to reflect on the inspiration 
of the basic beliefs upon which this Nation 
was founded. I trust that the views are shared 
by many across this country. As we close this 
year, and look to a new Session, may the in-
spiration of these words cause us to stop and 
think about why we are here, what we stand 
for, and how we will put the words of this ser-
mon into action for the good of ourselves, our 
constituents, and the Nation as a whole.

FAITH IN AMERICA—A FOURTH OF JULY 
SERMON 

(By Reverend Ray N. Daniel, Jr.) 
Scripture Reading: Paul’s Letter to the 

Romans 1:16–2:3 KJV For I am not ashamed 
of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that believ-
eth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 
For therein is the righteousness of God re-
vealed from faith to faith: as it is written, 
The just shall live by faith. For the wrath of 
God is revealed from heaven against all un-
godliness and unrighteousness of men, who 
hold the truth in unrighteousness; Because 
that which may be known of God is manifest 
in them; for God hath showed it unto them. 
For the invisible things of him from the cre-
ation of the world are clearly seen, being un-
derstood by the things that are made, even 
his eternal power and Godhead; so that they 
are without excuse: Because that, when they 
knew God, they glorified him not as God, 
neither were thankful; but became vain in 
their imaginations, and their foolish heart 
was darkened. Professing themselves to be 
wise, they became fools, And changed the 
glory of the incorruptible God into an image 
made like to corruptible man, and to birds, 
and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. 
Wherefore God also gave them up to unclean-
ness through the lusts of their own hearts, to 
dishonor their own bodies between them-
selves: Who changed the truth of God into a 
lie, and worshipped and served the creature 
more than the Creator, who is blessed for 
ever. Amen. For this cause God gave them up 
unto vile affections: for even their women 
did change the natural use into that which is 
against nature: And likewise also the men, 
leaving the natural use of the woman, 
burned in their lust one toward another; men 
with men working that which is unseemly, 
and receiving in themselves that recompense 

of their error which was meet. And even as 
they did not like to retain God in their 
knowledge, God gave them over to a rep-
robate mind, to do those things which are 
not convenient; Being filled with all unright-
eousness, fornication, wickedness, covetous-
ness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, de-
bate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 
Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, 
boasters, inventors of evil things, disobe-
dient to parents, Without understanding, 
covenant breakers, without natural affec-
tion, implacable, unmerciful: Who knowing 
the judgment of God, that they which com-
mit such things are worthy of death, not 
only do the same, but have pleasure in them 
that do them. Therefore thou art inexcus-
able, O man, whosoever thou art that 
judgest: for wherein thou judgest another, 
thou condemnest thyself; for thou that 
judgest doest the same things. 

But we are sure that the judgment of God 
is according to truth against them which 
commit such things. And thinkest thou this, 
O man, that judgest them which do such 
things, and doest the same, that thou shalt 
escape the judgment of God? 

Prayer: Lord God, we pray your word be 
upon our hearts and your blessings upon our 
nation. Amen. 

How many of you are flying your flag 
today? Well those of you away from home 
and visiting have a good excuse. I bought a 
flag so that I could fly it. Fly it proudly. My 
remarks today are unashamedly patriotic 
and Christian, what I have to share with you 
is not purely Methodist, Presbyterian, or 
Baptist, it’s a Christian view of our country 
today. 

While Bill Moyers was President Lyndon 
Johnson’s press secretary, one day at lunch, 
Bill said grace (a prayer of thanks or bless-
ing for food). President Johnson said ‘‘Speak 
up, Bill, I can’t hear a thing.’’ To which Bill 
replied quietly, ‘‘I wasn’t addressing you, 
Mr. President.’’

Prayer, a cornerstone of our Faith is under 
attack. For there are those who would have 
us cease talking to God. They would if they 
could banish God from any public forum. 

Woodrow Wilson said, ‘‘A nation which 
does not remember what it was yesterday, 
does not know what it is today, nor what it 
is trying to do. We are trying to do a futile 
thing if we do not know where we came from 
or what we have been about.’’

We will take a few moments to look at 
where we have come from, what the faith of 
our founding fathers was, take stock of 
where we are today, and where we need to go. 
Where we need to go is to almighty God. 

A FEW QUOTES FROM AMERICA’S BEGINNINGS 
‘‘It cannot be emphasized too strongly or 

to often that this great nation was founded, 
not by religionists, but by Christians; not on 
religions, but on the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.’’—Patrick Henry (2) 

‘‘We have staked the whole future of Amer-
ica’s civilization, not upon the power of gov-
ernment, far from it. We have staked the fu-
ture of all our political institutions * * * 
upon the capacity of each and all of us to 
govern ourselves according to the Ten Com-
mandments of God.’’—James Madison 

‘‘And can the liberties of a nation be 
thought secure when we have removed their 
only firm basis—a conviction in the minds of 
people that these liberties are the gift of 
God.? That they are not to be violated but 
with his wrath? Indeed I tremble for my 
country when I reflect that God is just: that 
his justice cannot sleep forever.’’—Thomas 
Jefferson 

‘‘He who shall introduce into the public af-
fairs the principles of primitive Christianity 

will change the face of the world.’’—Ben-
jamin Franklin 

On June 12, 1775, our nation’s Congress ac-
tually called for ‘‘a day of public humilia-
tion, fasting and prayer,’’ wherein ‘‘‘‘[we] 
offer up our joint supplications to the all-
wise, omnipotent and merciful disposer of all 
events.’’ In initiating this day, Congress at-
tended an Anglican service in the morning 
and a Presbyterian service in the afternoon. 
Congress even commissioned the printing of 
the Bible on October 26, 1780, stating that ‘‘it 
be recommended to such of the states who 
may think it convenient for them that they 
take proper measures to procure one or more 
new and correct editions of the Old and New 
testaments to be printed. * * *’’ Later, Con-
gress allocated money for the Christian edu-
cation of Indians. There are countless exam-
ples of such actions by Congress. So, how can 
our Christian history be so obviously ignored 
by those blatantly attempting to demonize 
Christian activism in the modern culture? 
They look to a simple phrase—‘‘a wall of sep-
aration’’ between church and state—that was 
once written in a letter from Thomas Jeffer-
son to a group of Baptist worshipers. (Please 
note that this statement does not appear in 
the Constitution, even though network re-
porters frequently refer to the false notion of 
a ‘‘constitutional separation of church and 
state.’’) 

In September 1779, the House of Represent-
atives, after passing a resolution calling for 
a day of national prayer and thanksgiving, 
received Mr. Washington’s response: ‘‘It is 
the duty of all nations to acknowledge the 
providence of Almighty God, to obey his will, 
to be grateful for His benefits and humbly to 
implore His protection and favor . . . That 
great and glorious Being who is the benefi-
cent author of all the good that was, that is, 
or that ever will be, that we may then unite 
in rendering unto Him or sincere and humble 
thanks for His kind care and protection of 
the people. . . .’’ Second President John 
Adams frequently referred to ‘‘an overruling 
providence’’ and ‘‘devotion to God almighty’’ 
in his writings, and recurrently contended 
that human freedom was founded in the ordi-
nance of the Creator. 

Washington and Adams were not alone in 
their beliefs. These were predominately-held 
convictions of our Founding Fathers. Even 
Benjamin Franklin, often seen as a 
secularist member of the group, stated in 
later-life, ‘‘the longer I live, the more con-
vincing proof I see of this truth—that God 
governs in the affairs of men.’’

The most foundational of documents to our 
society, in fact the document which we cele-
brate today is—

THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE OF THE 
THIRTEEN COLONIES 

‘‘In CONGRESS, July 4, 1776
The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen 

United States of America, 
When in the Course of human events, it be-

comes necessary for one people to dissolve 
the political bands which have connected 
them with another, and to assume among 
the powers of the earth, the separate and 
equal station to which the Laws of Nature 
and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent 
respect to the opinions of mankind requires 
that they should declare the causes which 
impel them to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness. 
That to secure these rights, Governments 
are instituted among Men, deriving their 
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just powers from the consent of the gov-
erned. That whenever any Form of Govern-
ment becomes destructive of these ends, it is 
the Right of the People to alter or to abolish 
it, and to institute new Government, laying 
its foundation on such principles and orga-
nizing its powers in such form, as to them 
shall seem most likely to effect their Safety 
and Happiness. 

Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Govern-
ments long established should not be 
changed for light and transient causes; and 
accordingly all experience hath shown, that 
mankind are more disposed to suffer, while 
evils are sufferable, than to right themselves 
by abolishing the forms to which they are 
accustomed. 

But when a long train of abuses and 
usurpations, pursuing invariably the same 
object evinces a design to reduce them under 
absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is 
their duty, to throw off such Government, 
and to provide new Guards for their future 
security. 

Such has been the patient sufferance of 
these Colonies; and such is now the necessity 
which constrains them to alter their former 
Systems of Government. The history of the 
present King of Great Britain [George III] is 
a history of repeated injuries and 
usurpations, all having in direct object the 
establishment of an absolute Tyranny over 
these States. To prove this, let Facts be sub-
mitted to a candid world. 

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the 
most wholesome and necessary for the public 
good. 

He has forbidden his Governors to pass 
Laws of immediate and pressing importance, 
unless suspended in their operation till his 
Assent should be obtained, and when so sus-
pended, he has utterly neglected to attend to 
them. 

He has refused to pass other Laws for the 
accommodation of large districts of people, 
unless those people would relinquish the 
right of Representation in the Legislature, a 
right inestimable to them and formidable to 
tyrants only. 

He has called together legislative bodies at 
places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant 
from the depository of their public Records, 
for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into 
compliance with his measures. 

He has dissolved Representative Houses re-
peatedly, for opposing with manly firmness 
his invasions on the rights of the people. 

He has refused for a long time, after such 
dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; 
whereby the Legislative powers, incapable of 
Annihilation, have returned to the People at 
large for their exercise; the State remaining 
in the meantime exposed to all the dangers 
of invasion from without, and convulsions 
within. 

He has endeavoured to prevent the popu-
lation of these States; for that purpose ob-
structing the Laws for Naturalization of For-
eigners; refusing to pass others to encourage 
their migrations hither, and raising the con-
ditions of new Appropriations of Lands. 

He has obstructed the Administration of 
Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for 
establishing Judiciary powers. 

He has made Judges dependent on his Will 
alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the 
amount and payment of their salaries. 

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, 
and sent hither swarms of Officers to harass 
our people, and eat out their substance. 

He has kept among us, in times of peace, 
Standing Armies, without the consent of our 
legislatures. 

He has affected to render the Military 
independent of and superior to the Civil 
power. 

He has combined with others to subject us 
to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution 
and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his 
Assent to their Acts of pretended Legisla-
tion: 

For quartering large bodies of armed 
troops among us: 

For protecting them by a mock Trial from 
punishment for any Murders which they 
should commit on the Inhabitants of these 
States: 

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of 
the world: 

For imposing Taxes on us without our Con-
sent: 

For depriving us in many cases of the bene-
fits of Trial by Jury: 

For transporting us beyond Seas to be 
tried for pretended offenses: 

For abolishing the free System of English 
Laws in a neighboring Province, establishing 
therein an Arbitrary government, and en-
larging its Boundaries so as to render it at 
once an example and fit instrument for in-
troducing the same absolute rule into these 
Colonies: 

For taking away our Charters, abolishing 
our most valuable Laws and altering fun-
damentally the Forms of our Governments: 

For suspending our own Legislatures, and 
declaring themselves invested with power to 
legislate for us in all cases whatsoever. 

He has adbicated Government here by de-
claring us out of his Protection and waging 
War against us. 

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our 
Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the 
lives of our people. 

He is at this time transporting large Ar-
mies of foreign Mercenaries to complete the 
works of death, desolation and tyranny, al-
ready begun with circumstances of cruelty 
and perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most 
barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the 
Head of a civilized nation. 

He has constrained our fellow Citizens 
taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms 
against their Country, to become the execu-
tioners of their friends and Brethern, or to 
fall themselves by their Hands. 

He has excited domestic insurrections 
amongst us, and has endeavored to bring on 
the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merci-
less Indian Savages, whose known rule of 
warfare is an undistinguished destruction of 
all ages, sexes and conditions. 

In every stage of these Oppressions We 
have Petitioned for Redress in the most 
humble terms. Our repeated Petitions have 
been answered only by repeated injury. A 
Prince, whose character is thus marked by 
every act which may define a Tyrant, is 
unfit to be the ruler of a free people. 

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to 
our British brethern. 

We have warned them from time to time of 
attempts by their legislature to extend an 
unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. 

We have reminded them of the cir-
cumstances of our emigration and settle-
ment here. 

We have appealed to their native justice 
and magnanimity, and we have conjured 
them by the ties of our common kindred to 
disavow these usurpations, which would in-
evitably interrupt our connections and cor-
respondence. 

They too have been deaf to the voice of jus-
tice and of consanguinity. We must, there-
fore, acquiesce in the necessity, which de-
nounces our Separation, and hold them, as 
we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in 
War, in Peace Friends. 

We, therefore, the Representatives of the 
United States of America, in General Con-

gress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme 
Judge of the world for the rectitud of our in-
tentions, do, in the Name, and by the author-
ity of the good People of these Colonies, sol-
emnly publish and declare. 

That these United Colonies are, and of 
Right ought to be Free and Independent 
States; that they are Absolved from all Alle-
giance to the British Crown, and that all po-
litical connection between them and the 
State of Great Britain is and ought to be to-
tally dissolved; and that as Free and Inde-
pendent States, they have full Power to levy 
War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, es-
tablish Commerce, and to do all other Acts 
and Things which Independent States may of 
right do. 

And for the support of this Declaration, 
with a firm reliance on the protection of Di-
vine Providence, we mutually pledge to each 
other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sa-
cred Honor. 

The signers of the Declaration represented 
the new states as follows: New Hampshire—
Josiah Bartlett, William Whipple, Matthew 
Thorton; Massachusetts—John Hancock, 
Samuel Adams, John Adams, Robert Treat 
Paine, Elbridge Gerry; Rhode Island—Ste-
phen Hopkins, William Ellery; Connecticut—
Roger Sherman, Samuel Huntington, Wil-
liam Williams, Oliver Wolcott; New York—
William Floyd, Philip Livingston, Francis 
Lewis, Lewis Morris; New Jersey—Richard 
Stockton, John Witherspoon, Francis Hop-
kinson, John Hart, Abraham Clark; Pennsyl-
vania—Robert Morris, Benjamin Rush, Ben-
jamin Franklin, John Morton, George 
Clymer, James Smith, George Taylor, James 
Wilson, George Ross; Delaware—Caesar Rod-
ney, George Read, Thomas McKean; Mary-
land—Samuel Chase, William Paca, Thomas 
Stone, Charles Carroll of Carrollton; Vir-
ginia—George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee, 
Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Harrison, 
Thomas Nelson, Jr., Francis Lightfoot Lee, 
Carter Braxton; North Carolina—William 
Hooper, Joseph Hewes, John Penn; South 
Carolina—Edward Rutledge, Thomas Hey-
ward, Jr., Thomas Lynch, Jr., Arthur Mid-
dleton; Georgia—Button Gwinnett, Lyman 
Hall, George Walton.’’

Remember these words, for countless 
Americans have fought for them, fought to 
preserve them, fought to keep us free from 
tyranny. 

We need to exercise our rights, speaking 
freely, worshiping freely, preserving our 
freedoms. We are only about a month away 
from our first primary here in Mississippi, 
many are thinking about not voting because 
‘‘my vote doesn’t count’’. At the eve of the 
vote for the Declaration of Independence a 
vote was taken and those wanting it to pass 
were one vote short of having votes from all 
13 colonies. Not present was a delegate from 
Delaware, Caesar Rodney. Some one was sent 
to tell Caesar Rodney of the need of his vote, 
he left his sick bed on the night of July 2, to 
ride through the night, through storm and 
mudslides to arrive at Liberty Hall in time 
to cast the deciding vote. His one vote made 
the difference between tyranny and freedom. 
Your one vote can make a difference in our 
upcoming elections. 

But there are many who ask this question: 
What Happened to America? What has hap-
pened, what have we become. 

It is well said in a poem titled ‘‘What Hap-
pened to America?’’ by Sharon Lambright 
Duncan—
‘‘What happened to America, 
When did we go astray? 
Was it when they told our children 
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While in school you must not pray. 
Or maybe it all began when they said 
There’s not right or wrong. 
Just do what feels the best for you 
And everyone else can get along. 
Or was it when they said 
You can kill an unborn child? 
After all if it’s not wanted, 
It would never be worthwhile. 
Or could it be when God’s word was 
ignored, And they said it’s not a sin 
For women to love other women 
And men to be lovers of men. 
What happened to America, 
Where did we go wrong? 
When did we lose the principles 
Our nation was founded on? 
‘‘In God we trust’’ no longer seems 
To be the motto of our land. 
We’ve become so educated and smart, 
So we place our trust in man. 
What happened to America, 
How did we get this way? 
I really think it happened 
When God’s people had nothing to say. 
If we’re not willing to speak God’s truth, 
And on his words firmly stand, 
Can we expect Him to keep us safe 
In His protective hand?

What WILL happen to America, 
Will she come back to God someday? 
Nothing is impossible 
If God’s people will earnestly pray. 

Shortly after the shooting fiasco at a 
Littleton High School this guest editorial 
appeared in the Dallas Morning News—
[From the Dallas Morning News, May 2, 1999] 

GENERATION HAS SOME QUESTIONS 
(By Marcy Musgrave) 

I am a member of the upcoming generation 
the one after Generation X that has yet to be 
given a name. So far, it appears that most 
people are rallying behind the idea of calling 
us Generation Next. I believe I know why. 
The older generations are hoping we will 
mindlessly assume our place as the ‘‘next’’ in 
line. That way, they won’t have to explain 
why my generation has had to experience so 
much pain and heartache. 

‘‘What heartache?’’ You say. ‘‘Don’t you 
know you have grown up in a time of great 
prosperity?’’ Yeah, we know that. Believe 
me, it has been drilled into our heads since 
birth. Unfortunately, the pain and hurt I 
speak of can’t be reconciled with money. You 
have tried for years to buy us happiness, but 
it is only temporary. Money isn’t the answer, 
and it is time for people to begin admitting 
their guilt for failing my generation. 

I will admit that I wasn’t planning to write 
this. I was going to tuck it away in some cor-
ner of my mind and fall victim to your whole 
‘‘next’’ mentality. But after the massacre in 
Littleton, Colo., I realize that, as a member 
of this generation that kills without re-
morse, I had a duty to challenge all of my el-
ders to explain why they have allowed things 
to become so bad. 

Let me tell you this: These questions don’t 
represent only me but a whole generation 
that is struggling to grow up and make sense 
of this world, We all have questions; we all 
want explanations. People may label us Gen-
eration Next, but we are more appropriately 
Generation ‘‘Why?’’

Remember God’s Word and its truth, in a 
time when people say the only truth is what 
I say at the moment is truth. God’s word 
says, ‘‘If my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and pray, 
and seek my face, and turn from their wick-

ed ways; then will I hear from heaven, and 
will forgive their sin, and will heal their 
land.; (John 14:6 KJV) Jesus saith unto him, 
I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by me. 

Jesus said, ‘‘I am the way and the truth 
and the life. No one comes to the Father ex-
cept through me.’’

This week our congress sought to pass a 
declaration that would implore Americans to 
repent and turn to the Almighty, it was de-
feated, I am assured it will come up again 
and receive the support it so richly deserves, 
to call on the nation to humble themselves 
before the creator, to pray, to repent of their 
manifold sins. But alas there are those who 
do not believe there is sin, everything is o.k. 
No the ills of America, can’t be solved at the 
polls alone, but there is a need for Godly 
leadership, for Men and Women who will put 
principles before money and self, who will 
put America, before the economy of the 
world and other nations. It is time America, 
to wake up and heed the call, to faith, to 
faith in the one true God of our fathers. It is 
time America, to repent of accepting sin for 
normal behavior and call sin, sin. It is time 
America, to stand on the truth of God’s 
word, his plan, not our own. 

Let us Pray. 
Reverend Ray N. Daniel, Jr. is an elder 

serving in the Mississippi Conference of the 
United Methodist Church, appointed to the 
Rose Hill Charge. He has been serving in 
town and country ministry since 1980. Rev. 
Daniel graduated from Millsaps College in 
Jackson, Mississippi, and obtained a Master 
of Divinity from the Iliff School of Theology, 
in Denver, Colorado.
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RESPONSE TO MR. EDWARDS’ 
REMARKS ON H.R. 3073

HON. TOM DeLAY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 18, 1999

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, during our chari-
table choice debates on H.R. 3073, The Fa-
ther’s Count Act of 1999, I listened with inter-
est to Mr. Edwards express his reasons why 
he believes the Constitution and the Founding 
Fathers would have objected to this Body pro-
viding opportunity for all people—including 
those in the community of faith—to participate 
equally in government opportunities and serv-
ices. Mr. Edwards set forth several historical 
inaccuracies and argued that they should be 
‘‘precedents’’ to be followed by this Body. 
Nothing is more certain than that bad history 
leads to bad policy, and this is certainly true 
in the case of both the policy and the history 
set forth by Mr. Edwards. 

First of all, Mr. Edwards cited James Madi-
son and Thomas Jefferson in support of his 
church-hostile proposals, and then he argued 
that these two had framed the Establishment 
Clause in the Bill of Rights. As historical 
records clearly prove, Mr. Edwards was 
wrong. 

Consider first the role of Thomas Jefferson. 
During the time that both the Constitution and 
the Bill of Rights and its religion clauses were 
written and approved, Thomas Jefferson was 
overseas. He did not arrive in America until 
after the completion of these documents. 

In fact, when a biography was written about 
President Jefferson, Jefferson sent a note to 

the author requesting that he change or delete 
one errant claim. Jefferson explained:

One passage in the paper you enclosed me 
must be corrected. It is the following, ‘And 
all say it was yourself more than any other 
individual, that planned and established it,’ 
i.e, the Constitution. I was in Europe when 
the Constitution was planned, and never saw 
it till after it was established.

Jefferson properly disqualified himself as a 
constitutional authority since he was not in 
America when the Constitution was framed 
and never saw it until after it was finished. 
Furthermore, according to Mr. Jefferson, his 
total input on the Bill of Rights amounted to 
one letter. As Jefferson explained:

I wrote [a single letter] strongly urging the 
want of provision of the freedom of religion, 
freedom of the press, trial by jury, habeas 
corpus, the substitution of militia for a 
standing army, and an express reservation to 
the States of all rights not specifically 
granted to the Union. . . . This is all the 
hand I had in what related to the Constitu-
tion.

Since Jefferson was neither one of the 55 
individuals at the Convention who drafted the 
Constitution nor one of the 90 members of the 
First Congress who framed the Bill of Rights, 
how, then, can he be considered as an au-
thoritative voice on either document, especially 
in preference to the 145 actual participants 
who did write that document? Evidently, Mr. 
Edwards chooses to ignore these important 
historical facts and he wrongly elevates Mr. 
Jefferson into a position which Jefferson him-
self properly refused to accept. 

Madison, too, similarly disqualified himself—
although for different reasons. As he explained 
to a supporter:

You give me a credit to which I have no 
claim in calling me ‘‘the writer of the Con-
stitution of the United States.’’ This was 
not, like the fabled Goddess of Wisdom, the 
offspring of a single brain. It ought to be re-
garded as the work of many heads and many 
hands.

Interestingly, Mr. Madison—while undeni-
able an important influence during the Con-
stitutional Convention—was often out of step 
with the majority of the other delegates. This 
is proven by the fact that 40 of Mr. Madison’s 
71 proposals offered during the Convention 
were rejected by the other delegates. Addition-
ally, the Constitution that Mr. Madison initially 
sought was far removed from the final docu-
ment.

And what was Mr. Madison’s influence on 
the Bill of Rights and the religion clauses of 
the First Amendment? Significantly, when 
George Mason proposed at the Constitutional 
Convention that a Bill of Rights be added to 
the Constitution, it was opposed by Mr. Madi-
son (and on this occasion, Mr. Madison’s posi-
tion prevailed). When the Constitution arrived 
in Virginia for ratification, the State proposed 
the addition of a Bill of Rights and Mr. Madi-
son again opposed the motion. This time, 
however, he lost. 

Virginia insisted—like many other States—
that a Bill of Rights be added; and the Virginia 
Convention—like many other State conven-
tions—proposed its own version for a Bill of 
Rights. The religious protections sent from Vir-
ginia to the United States Congress were writ-
ten not by James Madison but by George 
Mason, Patrick Henry, and John Randolph. 
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