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CATHOLIC CHURCH

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 18, 1999

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, on Sunday, De-
cember 5, 1999, the community of St. Lucy’s
Catholic Church, will gather to celebrate their
75th Anniversary. | rise today to honor St.
Lucy’s on this special occasion and pay tribute
to their service to the community.

Like many other immigrant communities,
Croatian immigrants came to the metro-Detroit
area because of the promise of jobs and op-
portunities in lumber, mining and the auto-
mobile industry. After their arrival, they real-
ized that a central component of their former
life—the community church—was missing.
They regained this sense of community when
Father Oskar Suster was given permission by
Bishop Michael Gallagher to form a new
Catholic parish to serve the Croatian ethnic
community. In 1924 they purchased their first
building at the corner of Melbourne and Oak-
land Avenues in Detroit.

Following in the name of their patron saint,
St. Lucy’s Catholic Croatian Church has spent
the last 75 years serving as a radiant light in
the Croatian community. The Church, now lo-
cated in Troy, Michigan, includes the sons and
daughters of those original immigrants as well
as many new arriving families. | have enjoyed
participating in some of their activities and
seeing firsthand the pride parishioners have in
their Church and the sense of community it
represents. | have also enjoyed the oppor-
tunity to participate in the community’s discus-
sions on issues of special concern, especially
those touching on events transpiring in the
Balkans.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating St. Lucy’s Croatian Church
on the occassion of their 75th anniversary and
wishing them many more years of important
service to their community.

HONORING BISHOP ODIS A. FLOYD

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 18, 1999

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise before you
and my colleagues in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives today on behalf of not only one of
Flint, Michigan’s top citizens, but a man whom
| am happy to call colleague and friend. On
November 20, the congregation of New Jeru-
salem Full Gospel Baptist Church in Flint will
gather to recognize and honor bishop Odis A.
Floyd, and celebrate his 30 years of commit-
ment as pastor to spreading the Word of the
Lord.

Odis Floyd came to our community in 1948,
and has established himself as one of its fa-
vorite sons. He served his country in the U.S.
Army in 1958. And he has served the Flint
community for many years as a well-respected
man of God.

Bishop Floyd attended Monterey College,
Pensacola Junior College, Mott Community
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College, Toledo Bible College, and the United
Theological Seminary from which he received
his DD degree in 1990.

It was in 1964 that he accepted his call to
ministry, for which all of us in the Flint commu-
nity are forever grateful. In 1965 he began as-
sisting his grandfather, the Rev. L.W. Owens
in the organization of the New Jerusalem Mis-
sionary Baptist Church. Bishop Floyd was or-
dained in 1969, and became pastor in Novem-
ber of 1969 when his grandfather retired. In
1991 the church’s name was changed to the
New Jerusalem Full Gospel Baptist Church. In
1993 he was consecrated to the office of
Bishop by Paul S. Morton, Presiding Bishop of
the Full Gospel Baptist Fellowship.

During his tenure at New Jerusalem, Bishop
Floyd has presided over a growth in member-
ship from 450 to more than 3,000. Following
a terrible fire which destroyed the church,
Bishop Floyd continued to serve the spiritual
needs of his flock in a temporary facility. It
was under his good guidance that the New Je-
rusalem congregation was able to construct a
new, beautiful church in Flint. One need only
step inside this stunning building to feel the
warmth and the welcome of the people who
helped make it possible.

Bishop Floyd is known not only in the Flint
community, but throughout the country as a
dynamic preacher, spiritual leader, moving
gospel singer, and community activist. God
has blessed him with a tremendous singing
voice. Indeed, Bishop Floyd has been nomi-
nated for a Grammy award for the Best Soul
Gospel Male Performance. His Sunday serv-
ices are broadcast live on the church’s radio
station, and are a favorite for those in the
community who are home-bound or otherwise
unable to attend church services.

| and many other local political and commu-
nity leaders of all levels have long sought
Bishop Floyd’s guidance and insight, and after
30 years, he continues to make a tremendous
impact wherever he goes. In addition to New
Jerusalem, Bishop Floyd has been found
working with groups such as the Community
Alliance, Resource, Environment [CARE] Drug
Rehabilitation and Prevention Center.

Mr. Speaker, our community would not be
the same without the presence and influence
of Bishop Odis Floyd. | know that | am a bet-
ter person and a better Member of Congress
because of his commitment to the Lord’s work.
And | know that our community is a better
place to live in because of Bishop Floyd's spir-
itual mission. | am pleased to ask my col-
leagues in the 106th Congress to join in con-
gratulating his 30 years of pastoral service.

——
CENTENNIAL TRIBUTE TO MEMO-
RIAL UNITED CHURCH OF
CHRIST
HON. MARCY KAPTUR
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, November 18, 1999
Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize an historic occasion. Memorial
United Church of Christ in East Toledo cele-
brates its 100th anniversary this month.
In early 1899, Mr. J. Herman Overbeck was
inspired to form a mission church of the First
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Reformed Church. On May 7, 1899, shortly
after Mr. Overbeck’s death, Reform Church
leaders including Reverend Henry Gersmann,
Eberhard Gerkens, John Olrich, Frederick
Dahn, August Overbeck, Karl Benner, and Wil-
helm Dahlmeyer came together as a com-
mittee to bring Mr. Overbeck’s dream to fru-
ition. The fully paid building was formally dedi-
cated on November 12, 1899, the church’s of-
ficial anniversary date. Services were con-
ducted and a church school was organized.
On Palm Sunday, April 18, 1900, the German
Evangelical Reformed Memorial Church was
formally organized with 37 original members.
The membership flourished with the neighbor-
hood, and in 1920 the congregation decided to
build a new church. The new building was
dedicated on February 26, 1922. In 1943, Me-
morial Church became independent, no longer
a mission church. The church grew large in
both membership and property. Both the
neighborhood and the church began to
change in the 1970’s, and Memorial grew with
these changes as well. Women were allowed
a more active role in the church beginning in
the 1970’s and 1980’s, serving as deacons
and church elders. The 1990’s have brought
Reverend Jena Garrison as Pastor, and a re-
newed spirit among members. Generations of
families now attend the church together, as it
has moved from a neighborhood church to a
family church.

Throughout its century of worship, the
congregants of Memorial United Church of
Christ have lived the Ecclesiastes verse “To
everything there is a season, and a time to
every purpose under Heaven . . .” As the sea-
sons changed into decades and then a cen-
tury, the congregation has grown, flourished,
and redirected itself. It was born at the twilight
of the last century, yet is poised on the dawn
of the new century to continue to meet the
spiritual needs of the faithful. Its future is chal-
lenged by its promise as the congregation of
Memorial United Church of Christ recalls their
journey: the road, the people, the vision and
the faith which brought them to this milestone.

———

THE LEGAL EMPLOYMENT AU-
THENTICATION PROGRAM (LEAP)
ACT OF 1999

HON. DOUG BEREUTER

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 18, 1999

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, today this
Member rises with his distinguished colleague,
the gentleman from Nebraska, Mr. BARRETT, in
introducing the Legal Employment and Au-
thentication program (LEAP) Act of 1999
which will provide employers nationwide with
the tools they need to hire a legal workforce.

While some businesses clearly have flouted
the laws prohibiting the employment of illegal
aliens, many other businesses have indeed
tried to comply with the laws. Unfortunately,
the current employment verification programs
provided by the INS for compliance with those
laws have fallen short. The programs fail to
detect sophisticated forms of identity and doc-
ument fraud used by illegal aliens. Also, the
current programs are limited to businesses
based in seven states.
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