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patching holes or open pipes that allow cock-
roaches entry; caulking cracks in walls; mov-
ing bushes away from buildings so cock-
roaches do not have easy access; and ensur-
ing that all windows are properly screened. 

The Urban Asthma Reduction Act creates 
new possibilities for communities that are seri-
ous about making integrated pest manage-
ment a component of a comprehensive public 
health policy. My hope is that the Urban Asth-
ma Reduction Act of 1999 will prove a viable 
tool for urban communities to improve the 
quality and life of all residents, but especially 
children who suffer from asthma. 
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Mr. BOYD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to the Taylor County Fire Rescue De-
partment, for their courage and devotion in the 
face of disaster. 

This past summer, the Florida Gas Trans-
mission Company’s Perry Gas Compressor 
exploded. Flames raged for nearly seven 
hours, injuring five people and leveling six 
homes in the area. Taylor County Fire Rescue 
responded first, with firefighters from other 
areas offering assistance. 

Taylor County Rescue Chief Ashley Newell, 
firefighter Lt. Peter Bishop, firefighter Danny 
Hunter and volunteer Sonny Buckhalter dem-
onstrated considerable courage under pres-
sure. While fighting the fire from the first ex-
plosion, a secondary explosion caught the 
men off guard, trapping them near advancing 
flames. Only hasty action on their part pre-
vented injuries from becoming fatalities. Their 
quick decisions saved the lives of several citi-
zens and averted extensive property damage. 

Mr. Speaker, It is with great honor that I pay 
tribute to Taylor County Fire Rescue Depart-
ment. By placing their lives in danger, these 
firefighters have shown great courage and de-
votion to the protection of their community. 
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Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I rise to introduce H.R. 849 a bill 
to provide for the adjustment of status of cer-
tain nationals of Bangladesh who have resided 
in the United States for over a decade. De-
spite attempts at promoting democracy and 
pluralism in Bangladesh, nearly half of that na-
tion’s populations still live below the poverty 
line. Per capita income is approximately $260 
per year making Bangladesh one of the poor-
est nations in the world. 

The monsoons of 1998 have magnified Ban-
gladesh’s problems making it ever more dif-
ficult for the people of that nation to distribute 

the scarce resources available. With 830 peo-
ple per square kilometer, Bangladesh is one of 
the world’s most densely populated places. In 
1992, nearly 2⁄3 of Bangladeshi children suf-
fered from severe malnutrition. The current 
picture in Bangladesh remains exceedingly 
bleak. 

The recent nuclear threats emanating from 
Bangladesh’s larger neighbors have placed 
further burdens on a nation which has traveled 
so far in its quest for democracy yet remains 
precariously perched in a very dangerous 
neighborhood. These issues highlight the 
needs of this country and its people. We can 
do something vital and tangible to dem-
onstrate our commitment to help a limited 
number of Bangladeshi people who have lived 
in the United States for at least a decade, 
contributed to American society and in many 
cases raised their American children. 

The perils of living in poverty and in the cli-
matic devastation in Bangladesh has forced 
some of these people to follow the same route 
of our own ancestors and seek refuge in the 
United States. Some of these people are sus-
pended in a state of permanent illegality, en-
tangled in a labyrinth of changing complex im-
migration laws. These people are not on our 
welfare roles and will not become wards of the 
state. They are good, hard working people 
with whom I have been proud to associate. 

Mr. Speaker, let us do what is right, let us 
do what is just and let us do what is humane. 
Let us respect that role that immigrants have 
played in the cultural mosaic that is our United 
States. Accordingly, I invite my colleagues to 
join me in supporting this limited action to le-
galize those who truly are deserving of perma-
nent residency in this great nation. 

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, I request that a 
copy of this bill be inserted into the RECORD 
following my remarks.

H.R. 849
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Bangladeshi 
Adjustment Act’’. 
SEC. 2. ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS FOR CERTAIN 

NATIONALS OF BANGLADESH. 
(a) ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The status of any alien 

described in subsection (b) shall be adjusted 
by the Attorney General to that of an alien 
lawfully admitted for permanent residence, 
if the alien—

(A) applies for such adjustment before July 
1, 2001; and 

(B) is otherwise admissible to the United 
States for permanent residence, except in de-
termining such admissibility the grounds for 
inadmissibility specified in paragraphs (4), 
(5), (6)(A), (7)(A), and (9)(B) of section 212(a) 
of the Immigration and Nationality Act 
shall not apply. 

(2) RELATIONSHIP OF APPLICATION TO CER-
TAIN ORDERS.—An alien present in the United 
States who has been ordered excluded, de-
ported, removed, or ordered to depart volun-
tarily from the United States under any pro-
vision of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act may, notwithstanding such order, apply 
for adjustment of status under paragraph (1). 
Such an alien may not be required, as a con-
dition of submitting or granting such appli-
cation, to file a separate motion to reopen, 
reconsider, or vacate such order. If the At-

torney General grants the application, the 
Attorney General shall cancel the order. If 
the Attorney General renders a final admin-
istrative decision to deny the application, 
the order shall be effective and enforceable 
to the same extent as if the application had 
not been made. 

(b) ALIENS ELIGIBLE FOR ADJUSTMENT OF 
STATUS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The benefits provided by 
subsection (a) shall apply to any alien who is 
a national of Bangladesh and who has been 
physically present in the United States for a 
continuous period, beginning not later than 
July 1, 1989, and ending not earlier than the 
date the application for adjustment under 
such subsection is filed, except an alien shall 
not be considered to have failed to maintain 
continuous physical presence by reason of an 
absence, or absences, from the United States 
for any periods in the aggregate not exceed-
ing 180 days. 

(2) PROOF OF COMMENCEMENT OF CONTINUOUS 
PRESENCE.—For purposes of establishing that 
the period of continuous physical presence 
referred to in paragraph (1) commenced not 
later than July 1, 1989, an alien—

(A) shall demonstrate that the alien, prior 
to July 1, 1989—

(i) performed service, or engaged in a trade 
or business, within the United States which 
is evidenced by records maintained by the 
Commissioner of Social Security; or 

(ii) applied for any benefit under the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act by means of an 
application establishing the alien’s presence 
in the United States prior to July 1, 1989; or 

(B) shall make such other demonstration 
of physical presence as the Attorney General 
may provide for by regulation. 

(c) STAY OF REMOVAL; WORK AUTHORIZA-
TION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Attorney General 
shall provide by regulation for an alien sub-
ject to a final order of deportation or re-
moval to seek a stay of such order based on 
the filing of an application under subsection 
(a). 

(2) DURING CERTAIN PROCEEDINGS.—Not-
withstanding any provision of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act, the Attorney Gen-
eral shall not order any alien to be removed 
from the United States, if the alien is in ex-
clusion, deportation, or removal proceedings 
under any provision of such Act and has ap-
plied for adjustment of status under sub-
section (a), except where the Attorney Gen-
eral has rendered a final administrative de-
termination to deny the application. 

(3) WORK AUTHORIZATION.—The Attorney 
General may authorize an alien who has ap-
plied for adjustment of status under sub-
section (a) to engage in employment in the 
United States during the pendency of such 
application and may provide the alien with 
an ‘‘employment authorized’’ endorsement 
or other appropriate document signifying au-
thorization of employment, except that if 
such application is pending for a period ex-
ceeding 180 days, and has not been denied, 
the Attorney General shall authorize such 
employment. 

(d) ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS FOR SPOUSES 
AND CHILDREN.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The status of an alien 
shall be adjusted by the Attorney General to 
that of an alien lawfully admitted for perma-
nent residence, if—

(A) the alien is a national of Bangladesh; 
(B) the alien is the spouse, child, or unmar-

ried son or daughter, of an alien whose sta-
tus is adjusted to that of an alien lawfully 
admitted for permanent residence under sub-
section (a), except that in the case of such an 
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