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America goes into the next millen-
nium. Having said that, I am aware of 
the concerns expressed by those on 
main street as well as mayors—from 
Greenwood to Belzoni to Shuqualak, 
Mississippi—and in towns all across 
America. 

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I share 
the distinguished Majority Leader’s en-
thusiasm for the potential of electronic 
commerce and his assessment of the 
role of the Internet Tax Freedom Act 
in the encouragement of that poten-
tial. I also appreciate the concerns he 
referenced about the need for balance 
on the Advisory Commission on Elec-
tronic Commerce. The advisory panel 
can provide policymakers with valu-
able perspective on many of the issues 
that must be resolved if the potential 
of electronic commerce is to be fully 
realized. 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, that is cor-
rect. Congress did recognize that an ex-
amination of e-commerce was needed 
to fully understand the ripple effects of 
taxing access to or transactions con-
ducted on the Internet. During Senate 
deliberations on the bill, my colleagues 
and I listened intently to varying view-
points. Consequently, the statute cre-
ated a national Commission reflecting 
the stakeholders who would provide 
recommendations to Congress. Mr. 
President, the balance required by the 
statute has yet to be achieved. The 
Congressional leadership involved in 
the selection is taking another look at 
the current makeup of the membership 
and considering options to resolve the 
impasse. 

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I con-
cur with the Majority Leader. When 
Congress debated the Internet Tax 
Freedom Act, considerable attention 
was paid to the section of the bill that 
delineated the membership of the Advi-
sory Commission. The legislation is 
very clear in specifying a balanced 
makeup of this panel. While some ad-
justments have already been made in 
an effort to achieve that goal, further 
discussion of the make up of the Com-
mission and the requirements of the 
statute is clearly required. 

As the Majority Leader knows, state 
and local governments have a lot at 
stake with respect to the deliberations 
of this Commission, and the Internet 
Tax Freedom Act anticipates their full 
participation on the panel. If we hope 
to reach consensus on a uniform tax-
ation system that allows electronic 
commerce to flourish without eroding 
state and local tax bases, a balanced, 
representative Commission is in all 
parties’ self-interest. 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, the Inter-
net has arrived, and it is worldwide. 
Let me share a few statistics. There 
are an estimated 66,000 new users a day, 
e-commerce is growing at about 200% a 
year, web sites went from 10,000 to 3.2 
million in just 3 years. Congress needs 
the Commission’s recommendations, 
and I look forward to reviewing them. 

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE 

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the 
close of business yesterday, Monday, 
March 1, 1999, the federal debt stood at 
$5,643,045,679,358.32 (Five trillion, six 
hundred forty-three billion, forty-five 
million, six hundred seventy-nine thou-
sand, three hundred fifty-eight dollars 
and thirty-two cents). 

Five years ago, March 1, 1994, the fed-
eral debt stood at $4,554,537,000,000 
(Four trillion, five hundred fifty-four 
billion, five hundred thirty-seven mil-
lion). 

Ten years ago, March 1, 1989, the fed-
eral debt stood at $2,743,808,000,000 (Two 
trillion, seven hundred forty-three bil-
lion, eight hundred eight million). 

Fifteen years ago, March 1, 1984, the 
federal debt stood at $1,473,047,000,000 
(One trillion, four hundred seventy-
three billion, forty-seven million). 

Twenty-five years ago, March 1, 1974, 
the federal debt stood at $470,866,000,000 
(Four hundred seventy billion, eight 
hundred sixty-six million) which re-
flects a debt increase of more than $5 
trillion—$5,172,179,679,358.32 (Five tril-
lion, one hundred seventy-two billion, 
one hundred seventy-nine million, six 
hundred seventy-nine thousand, three 
hundred fifty-eight dollars and thirty-
two cents) during the past 25 years. 
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HANNAH COVINGTON MCGEE, AN 
EXCEPTIONAL LADY 

Mr. HELMS. There are times, Mr. 
President, when every Senator, on one 
occasion or another, for one reason or 
another, feels the need to share with 
his colleagues a moment of grief or 
happiness or sadness or hope. 

This being a time like that for me, 
Mr. President, my purpose is to share a 
few thoughts about a wonderfully gift-
ed, beautiful, thoughtful lady named 
Hannah Covington McGee. 

I suppose I should begin, Mr. Presi-
dent, by stating that Hannah married a 
young fellow named Jerry McGee 33 
years ago. Dr. Jerry McGee today is 
president of Wingate University, a 
splendid Baptist institution in North 
Carolina. Jerry is the kind of friendly, 
caring and active husband and father 
with an enthusiasm for his responsi-
bility as a top-flight educator—and his 
privilege of being Hannah’s husband all 
those years. 

Mr. President, Jerry and Hannah this 
past weekend were enjoying a six-week 
sabbatical at Tortola Island, one of the 
British Virgin Islands. Their stay on 
Tortola had been, both said last week, 
the happiest weeks of their lives. It all 
ended when Hannah was awakened 
Sunday morning suffering an excru-
ciating numbness which quickly devel-
oped into the massive cerebral hemor-
rhage that claimed Hannah McGee’s 
life at such an early age. 

Hannah grew up in Rockingham in 
North Carolina. At age 14 she caught 
the eye of a star athlete at Richmond 

County Senior High School. She mar-
ried that star athlete years later—- 
after both of them had finished college. 
They immediately began together de-
voting their lives to young people. 

A mutual friend asked Jerry about 
Hannah. Jerry’s response was that 
Hannah provided the kind of relation-
ship that everyone dreams of; he con-
firmed that he had been in love with 
Hannah since his high school football 
days when she was that 14-year-old girl 
with the ponytail. 

Mr. President, services for that beau-
tiful, loving and caring Hannah will be 
held at the Wingate Baptist Church to-
morrow very close to the campus of 
Wingate University. She will be re-
membered as one who was forever and 
tirelessly doing things for others and, 
as Jerry McGee put it, ‘‘It never once 
occurred to her that anybody ought to 
do anything for her.’’ 

Mr. President, I certainly know noth-
ing more than anyone else about the 
hereafter, or what will happen on that 
inevitable day for all of us. But I sus-
pect that Saint Peter was standing at 
the Pearly Gate Sunday motioning for 
Hannah to come in and take her seat 
on the right hand of God who loves her 
just as all of us who know her do. 

Mr. President, The Charlotte (N.C.) 
Observer this morning published a de-
tailed story, written by Wendy Good-
man, praising Hannah McGee. I ask 
unanimous consent that Wendy Good-
man’s fine article be printed in the 
RECORD.

There being no objection, the article 
was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
[From the Charlotte (NC) Observer, Mar. 2, 

1999] 
WINGATE PRESIDENT’S WIFE—AND MUCH 

MORE—DIES 
(By Wendy Goodman) 

WINGATE.—When Wingate University cele-
brates the opening of the George A. Batte 
Fine Arts Center later this year, a woman 
who had a hand in making the center a re-
ality won’t be there. 

Hannah McGee helped lead the fund-raising 
campaign and decorate the new building’s in-
terior. An art lover, McGee hoped Wingate 
would serve as a cultural center for Union 
County. 

McGee died Sunday morning in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico, of a brain aneurysm. She was 
54. 

‘‘She had a great eye for things beautiful 
and artistic,’’ said friend Stelle Snyder. 
‘‘You could see her love for the arts in her 
home, in her work at Wingate, in anything 
she did. 

‘‘Hannah had so many responsibilities be-
hind the scenes, and she loved her work.’’

Monday, flags at Wingate University flew 
at half-staff in honor of Hannah McGee. As 
the wife of Wingate President Jerry McGee, 
she left a lasting impression on the univer-
sity and the entire community. 

A Rockingham native, she moved to 
Wingate about 61⁄2 years ago when her hus-
band was named president of the university. 
But Hannah McGee was more than a presi-
dent’s wife, friends said. 

‘‘Hannah touched so many things in her 
own special way here at Wingate,’’ said 
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