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Whereas reading is a fundamental part of 
life and every American should be given the 
chance to experience the many joys it can 
bring; 

Whereas National Read Across America 
Day calls for every child in every American 
community to celebrate and extoll the vir-
tue of reading on the birthday of America’s 
favorite Doctor—Dr. Seuss; 

Whereas National Read Across America 
Day is designed to show every American 
child that reading can be fun, and encour-
ages parents, relatives and entire commu-
nities to read to our nation’s children; 

Whereas National Read Across America 
Day calls on every American to take time 
out of their busy day to pick up a favorite 
book and read to a young boy or girl, a class 
or a group of students; 

Whereas reading is a catalyst for our chil-
dren’s future academic success, their prepa-
ration for America’s jobs of the future, and 
our nation’s ability to compete in the global 
economy; 

Whereas the distinguished Chairman Jim 
Jeffords and Ranking Member Ted Kennedy 
of the Senate Health, Education, Labor and 
Pensions Committee have provided signifi-
cant leadership in the area of community in-
volvement in reading through their partici-
pation in the Everybody Wins! program; 

Whereas Chairman Jim Jeffords has been 
recognized for his leadership in reading by 
Parenting Magazine; 

Whereas prominent sports figures such as 
National Read Across America Day Hon-
orary Chairman Cal Ripken of the Baltimore 
Orioles baseball team, Sandy Alomar of the 
Cleveland Indians, and members of the At-
lanta Falcons football team have dedicated 
substantial time, energy and resources to en-
courage young people to experience the joy 
and fun of reading; 

Whereas the 105th Congress made an his-
toric commitment to reading through the 
passage of the Reading Excellence Act which 
focused on traditionally successful phonics 
instruction, tutorial assistance grants for at-
risk kids, and literacy assistance for parents: 

Now, therefore, be it Resolved, That the 
Senate—

(1) recognizes March 2, 1999 as National 
Read Across America Day; and 

(2) expresses its wishes that every child in 
every American city and town has the abil-
ity and desire to read throughout the year, 
and receives the parental and adult encour-
agement to succeed and achieve academic 
excellence.
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AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED 

RELATIVE TO THE SPECIAL COM-
MITTEE ON THE YEAR 2000 TECH-
NOLOGY-RELATED PROBLEM 

BENNETT (AND DODD) 
AMENDMENT NO. 30

Mr. BENNETT (for himself and Mr. 
DODD) proposed an amendment to the 
resolution (S. Res. 7) to amend Senate 
Resolution 208 of the 105th Congress to 
increase funding of the Special Com-
mittee on the Year 2000 Technology-re-
lated Problems; as follows:

On page 1, line 5, strike ‘‘both places’’ and 
insert ‘‘the second place’’.

NOTICES OF HEARINGS 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND 

FORESTRY 
Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, I would 

like to announce that the Senate Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry will meet on Tuesday, March 
2, 1999 in SD–106 at 9:00 a.m. The pur-
pose of this meeting will be to review 
federal child nutrition programs. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I 
would like to announce for information 
of the Senate and the public that a 
hearing of the Senate Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions will be held on Tuesday, March 2, 
1999, 9:30 a.m., in SD–430 of the Senate 
Dirksen Building. The subject of the 
hearing is Medical Necessity: From 
Theory to Practice. For further infor-
mation, please call the committee, 202/
224–5375. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President, I 

would like to announce that the Senate 
Committee on Indian Affairs will meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, March 3, 1999 at 9:30 a.m. to 
Mark-up the Committee’s Budget 
Views & Estimates letter to the Budget 
Committee for FY 2000 Indian pro-
grams. (The Joint Hearing with the 
Senate Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources on American Indian 
Trust Management Practices in the De-
partment of the Interior will imme-
diately follow). The Meeting/Hearing 
will be held in room 106 of the Dirksen 
Senate Office Building. 

Those wishing additional information 
should contact the Committee on In-
dian Affairs at 202/224–2251.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I 
would like to announce for information 
of the Senate and the public that a 
hearing of the Senate Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor and Pen-
sions, Subcommittee on Aging will be 
held on Wednesday, March 3, 1999, 9:30 
a.m., in SD–430 of the Senate Dirksen 
Building. The subject of the hearing is 
Older Americans Act: Oversight and 
Overview. For further information, 
please call the committee, 202/224–5375. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I 
would like to announce for information 
of the Senate and the public that a 
hearing of the Subcommittee on Em-
ployment, Safety, and Training, Senate 
Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions, will be held on 
Thursday, March 4, 1999, 9:30 a.m., in 
SD–430 of the Senate Dirksen Building. 
The subject of the hearing is ‘‘the New 
SAFE Act.’’ For further information, 
please call the committee, 202/224–5375. 

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS 
Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I wish to 

announce that the Committee on Small 

Business will hold a hearing on ‘‘The 
President’s Fiscal Year 2000 Budget Re-
quest for the Small Business Adminis-
tration.’’ The hearing will be held on 
Tuesday, March 6, 1999, beginning at 
10:00 a.m. in room 428A of the Russell 
Senate Office Building. 

The hearing will be broadcast live on 
the Internet from our homepage ad-
dress: http://www.senate.gov/sbc 

For further information, please con-
tact Paul Cooksey at 224–5175.
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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND 
FORESTRY 

Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry be allowed to meet during the 
session of the Senate on Tuesday, 
March 2, 1999. The purpose of this 
meeting will be to review Federal child 
nutrition programs. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet on Tuesday, March 2, 1999, 
at 9:30 a.m. in open session, to receive 
testimony on the defense authorization 
request for fiscal year 2000 and the fu-
ture years defense plan. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be granted permission to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Tuesday, March 2, for purposes of con-
ducting a full committee hearing 
which is scheduled to begin at 10:00 
a.m. The purpose of this oversight 
hearing is to consider the President’s 
budget for FY2000 for the Department 
of the Interior. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions be authorized to meet for 
a hearing on ‘‘Medical Necessity: From 
Theory to Practice’’ during the session 
of the Senate on Tuesday, March 2, 
1999, at 9:30 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 

Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs would 
like to request unanimous consent to 
hold a joint hearing with the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to re-
ceive the legislative presentations of 
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