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honestly look at that person and say,
“That’s just a complete waste of
money. That doesn’t do any good for
anybody and there’s no way we’re
going to do it.”

Of course when you spend money,
there is always an argument that it is
helping people, and it does. But you
have to look at the long term as well.
If we spend all the money now, we will
be forfeiting and mortgaging our chil-
dren’s future, and that is not fair. At
this particular time it is particularly
frustrating, because we have a strong
economy. We have unemployment of
just over 4 percent, we have inflation of
below 2 percent. We have a strong econ-
omy so that we do not have to spend as
much money. The economy is taking
care of people. The government does
not have to do as much. Now is the
time to be fiscally responsible, because
if we do not do it now, a few years from
now when the business cycle turns on
us, it is going to be a thousand times
more difficult, because people are
going to need those programs and that
help or that tax cut even more. Now is
the time to be fiscally responsible, bal-
ance the budget and give something
back to our future.

I think all politicians in this body
should be proud to go back to their dis-
trict and say, ‘“‘Don’t judge me by
whether or not I brought you back a
highway or a bridge or some other Fed-
eral program. Judge me by the fact
that I had the foresight and the dis-
cipline to balance the budget and take
care of our economy for today and to-
morrow.”” That is what I think we
should be doing back here in Congress,
despite the overwhelming pressure to
spend money. Spend it, fine. The Fed-
eral Government spends a lot of
money, $1.7 trillion. No reason we can-
not spend it within our means. No rea-
son we cannot be fiscally responsible
and balance the budget. I urge that we
do that as soon as possible and remem-
ber that discipline when we go into the
budget battles that lie ahead this year.

————

LEGISLATION TO PREVENT
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWNS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. GEKAS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, I want the
last two speakers to know that I am
grateful for their emphasis on fiscal re-
sponsibility and to let them know how
refreshing it is to hear Members of the
other side of the aisle concentrate on
reduction of debt, budget responsi-
bility, fiscal responsibility. It gives im-
petus to my remarks about to be made
on something that has been bothering
me for 10 years and on which I have
spoken at least 100 times on the floor
and on which I will ask for their sup-
port when the time comes. This mainly
is budget restraint through prevent
government shutdown legislation.
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If there ever was a clamp on our abil-
ity to balance the budget and to exude
fiscal responsibility, it is the lack of a
mechanism to prevent government
shutdown. What have I proposed over
the last 10 years which now seems to be
gathering more momentum?

Everyone should recognize that on
September 30, the end of the fiscal year
for the Congress of the United States,
for the U.S. Government, if no new
budget is in place the next day, Octo-
ber 1, we enter into an automatic shut-
down of government until a budget can
be put into place. What we have re-
sorted to in the past, as a Congress, has
been temporary appropriations for 10
days, 2 months, sometimes more than
that, but always with another crisis to
face us at the end of that deadline on
whether or not we will have a full
budget.

My proposal is so simple that it can-
not penetrate the consciousness of
Members of Congress, and that is this:
That at the end of the fiscal year, Sep-
tember 30, if no new budget is in place
the next day, if no new budget has been
passed, then the next day automati-
cally, by instant replay, like in profes-
sional football, instant replay, there
will be enacted last year’s budget.
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What will that do?

That means that forever we will
avoid the possibility ever after of shut-
ting down government because there
will always be a budget in place. I ask
for support of my instant replay legis-
lation which is making the rounds now
of the Members of the Congress because
it makes common sense.

In the past, I have been saying that
the reason my proposal has not passed
is because it makes so much sense.
Now I want to turn that around and
say: Because it makes so much sense,
and because it is vital to fiscal respon-
sibility, and because it is vital to the
reduction of the debt, and because it is
vital to keep the stream of American
society moving past any impasse that
we might have because of budget
breakdowns, I urge that we now see the
light of day and pass my instant replay
legislation.

No more government shutdowns, no
more leaving our troops as we did in
Desert Storm ready to fight that battle
while the government back in Wash-
ington shut down. Can my colleagues
imagine anything more disgraceful,
more embarrassing, more revolting
than that? My legislation would pre-
vent that for all time.

Mr. Speaker, I urge full and constant
and instant support of my instant re-
play legislation.

——————

MEXICO IS NOT AGGRESSIVE IN
DRUG ENFORCEMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
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tleman from Indiana (Mr. SOUDER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SOUDER. First, Mr. Speaker, 1
would like to say ‘‘amen’ to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. GEKAS)
and would like to remind people who
sometimes do not remember historical
points and therefore are prone to re-
peat them is, as one of the so-called
firebrands of the Class of 1994, I sup-
ported Mr. GEKAS and other similar
legislation from the beginning, as we
did before the government shutdown.

The fact is that it was not the House
that shut down the government, it will
not be the House that shuts down the
government, and it should not be,
which is why we need to pass this legis-
lation. We have been for this all the
way along.

Others would like to make it look
like unless they get their way in the
appropriation bills that we are the bad
guys, but that is different from the
truth, and it is put up or shut up time.
The gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
GEKAS) has had this bill for year after
year. Where are the cosponsors who
like to whine about the threat of a gov-
ernment shutdown? Why are they not
backing his bill?

But I came down here today to talk
about the drug issue. In the last few
days, the President has certified Mex-
ico as a cooperating partner in the war
against drugs, and I would like to com-
ment particularly on that subject. Al-
though in the Committee on Education
and the Workforce we are continuing
to work with the Drug-free Schools
Act, Safe and Drug-free Schools Act,
we are continuing to work with treat-
ment programs and many other areas,
right now the focus is and should be on
interdiction, because there is only so
much schools can do in Indiana and
around the country if they are flooded
with this huge supply of high-grade co-
caine, heroin, marijuana that has been
coming in mostly through the Mexican
border and increasingly through the
Mexican border and is produced pre-
dominantly in three countries in the
world: Peru, Bolivia and Columbia.

Mr. Speaker, we need to understand
that we, while we can argue whether
this is a cancer or a war, it is, in fact,
both because there is a war going on in
South America. Two countries have
made tremendous progress: Peru and
Bolivia. It shows that we can actually
reduce the coca bean grown, reduce the
cocaine being processed and reduce the
cocaine being shipped.

In Columbia, there is a battle on the
ground; and, in Mexico, it is a little bit
bigger question because it is clear that
some of the people, or most, as far as
we can tell, of the people in their gov-
ernment are attempting to cooperate
with us. It is not clear that we have
had such cooperation in the past, and
many of the proposals are relatively
new on the table.

The gentleman from Florida (Mr.
Mica) of the Subcommittee on Drug
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