March 3, 1999

| want to take this opportunity to thank
Mansfield coach Samantha Morrow and the
courageous Mansfield student athletes for giv-
ing so much excitement to everyone in the
24th Congressional District. Through your ex-
ample you've inspired younger female athletes
in your community. Hopefully this will be the
first of many trips to the state championship
for the Mansfield Lady Tigers.

Good luck Lady Tigers, we will all be rooting
for you to bring home the state championship
this weekend. But whatever the result, you al-
ready have our gratitude for an inspiring and
exciting season.

CHARITABLE GIVING INCENTIVES
HON. MARK E. SOUDER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 3, 1999

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, today | am re-
introducing the “Giving Incentive and Volun-
teer Encouragement Act’, the GIVE Act, to
provide an increased incentive for charitable
giving. The vast majority of Americans agree
that charitable organizations and the nonprofit
sector are more efficient and effective in the
use of donations than the federal government
is with additional tax revenue. The goal is to
decrease the cost of giving and allow more
Americans to give more generously to those
charities they feel are making the greatest im-
pact in the lives of their neighbors and com-
munities. In addition to increasing the power of
charitable donations, the bill increases flexi-
bility, once again provides lower income tax-
payers the opportunity to deduct charitable de-
ductions, and the bill would eliminate the cap
on charitable giving which hinders additional
giving by those most able to give. Specifically,
the legislation would:

Allow individuals to deduct 120% of the
value of their charitable donations.—This will
encourage additional giving to private organi-
zations and increase the total amount of chari-
table giving. Experts agree that the key factors
in determining the amount of charitable giving
are income and price. This provision will in-
crease charitable giving by decreasing the ef-
fective cost to the giver.

Allow non-itemizers who give more than
$1,000 to charity (or $2,000 filing jointly) to de-
duct their donations.—There’s simply no rea-
son why the government should encourage
philanthropy only among the better-off. Before
the 1986 tax bill, all taxpayers were able to
deduct their charitable donations, not just
those who make enough to itemize deduc-
tions. Restoring this provision to the tax code
will empower everyone, not merely people of
means, to give back to their community
through charitable donations.

Exclude charitable giving from the overall
limitation on itemized deductions.—By reduc-
ing allowable deductions to 3% of the tax-
payer’'s income over $100,000, the 1990 tax
bill placed unnecessary hurdles in front of
those taxpayers most able to give. A person in
need doesn’t care what his benefactor's tax
bracket is, and neither should the government.

Extend the deadline for making charitable
donations until April 15.—Most taxpayers take
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note of allowable deductions only when they
fill out their tax returns. They often realize, in
retrospect, that they could have given more to
charity in the previous year. Current law al-
ready allows deductions for contributions to
IRA’s up until filing time. By extending similar
treatment to charitable contributions, we can
(1) assist taxpayers’ planning, (2) increase the
incentive for taxpayers facing penalties for
underwithholding, and (3) help advertise the
value of the charitable giving tax incentive. We
can also encourage those whose giving is cur-
tailed at the end of the year by the holiday
cash crunch.

| am grateful for my twenty colleagues
which have joined me as original cosponsors
and invite other members to join me by co-
sponsoring this important incentive for in-
creased charitable giving and to allow more
Americans the privilege of contributing greater
to charity. We must continue to encourage the
tremendous charitable efforts which enrich our
communities and improve our society while
providing significant tax relief for American
taxpayers.

———
TRIBUTE TO RETIRING MARIES
COUNTY COLLECTOR EUGENE
HOLLIS

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 3, 1999

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, it has come to
my attention that a distinguished government
career is coming to an end in Missouri. The
Honorable Eugene Hollis, Maries County Col-
lector, is retiring after serving the citizens of
Maries County for 52 years.

Mr. Hollis served in the Navy during World
War Il, where he performed as a landing boat
coxswain in the Pacific campaign. The high-
light of his military service was leading the
landing boats during the amphibious assault
against Okinawa.

After the war, Mr. Hollis returned to Mis-
souri. He was elected Maries County Treas-
urer in 1946, and served in that post until
1954. Mr. Hollis was elected Maries County
Collector in 1954, serving from January 1,
1955 until his retirement on March 1, 1999.

Mr. Hollis married the former Lucille Woody
on August 2, 1947. Mrs. Hollis was instru-
mental to Eugene’s success in elected office
with her active participation in his election
campaign, service as a democratic committee
member, and her involvement in civic organi-
zations.

Mr. Hollis also serves his community during
his free hours. He remains active in the VFW
and the American Legion, an organization he
has been a member of for over 50 years. He
is a past President of the Maries County Fair
Board, which he currently serves as gate
chairman. Mr. Hollis is also the past President
of the Missouri Collectors Association and a
member of the Legislature Co-Chairman Col-
lectors Association.

Mr. Speaker, Eugene Hollis served the peo-
ple of Maries County for 52 years with pride
and integrity. | know the Members of the
House will join me in extending our heartfelt
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gratitude and best wishes in the years ahead
to Eugene and his family.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE ENDAN-
GERED SPECIES RECOVERY ACT
OF 1999

HON. GEORGE MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 3, 1999

Mr. GEORGIE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, | and 67 co-sponsors, are reintro-
ducing the Endangered Species Recovery Act
of 1999. Similar to legislation | sponsored in
the last Congress, the goal of this bill is to re-
cover and delist endangered and threatened
species. This was the original intent of the
law, but it has not been the outcome. It is time
the original goals were met.

When the ESA was first enacted in 1973,
stopping extinction seemed pretty straight-
forward. DDT was wiping out our nation’s
symbol, the bald eagle. Most species of the
great whales had been hunted to near extinc-
tion. Foreign species like the African elephant
were bordering on destruction after more than
a century of uncontrolled commercial hunting.
Congress responded, passing legislation to
provide for the conservation and protection of
endangered species.

Unfortunately, resolving today’s threats to
imperiled species are not as simple as ban-
ning DDT or stopping the trade in elephant
ivory. It is unlikely the ESA’s authors could
have foreseen the far more complicated envi-
ronment which now exists where the preserva-
tion of habitat needed for species survival and
recovery must constantly be balanced against
the growing demands of development and
urban sprawl.

As a result, instead of recovering species
and moving them off the endangered list, the
law does little more than maintain animal pop-
ulations in their devastated state in perpetuity
or, at best, slow the inexorable slide towards
extinction. Recovering endangered species
and removing them from the list should be the
ESA’s real goals, but we have had very little
success because federal agencies consistently
allow activities to occur that undermine the re-
covery of the very species we are “pro-
tecting.”

In fact, while the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service and the National Marine Fisheries
Service spend tens of millions of tax dollars
every year to recover species, they spend
even more approving scientifically indefensible
conservation plans and permits that are not
consistent with—and in some cases actually
undermine—they recovery of the same spe-
cies they are trying to recover. That is the
main reason why, a quarter of a century after
the enactment of the ESA, we have moved
only a handful of species off the endangered
list.

This bill will amend the ESA to fix the funda-
mental flaw in the Act by requiring that inci-
dental take permits, habitat conservation
plans, and federal actions to be consistent
with recovery. This is the only way we will re-
cover species, get them off the list, and get
landowners out from under lifelong regulatory
control.
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In addition, it provides incentives for both
small and large landowners through the imple-
mentation of tax credits, deferrals and deduc-
tions for habitat protection. It provides assur-
ance to landowners that wish to engage in ac-
tivities that may damage habitat, while ensur-
ing that taxpayers are not left to pay the costs
of mitigating that damage. It also encourages
ecosystem planning on a regional basis
through the development of multiple land-
owner, multiple species conservation plans.

This bill is endorsed by more than 300 envi-
ronmental, religious, fishing, consumer, and
scientific organizations representing millions of
people across the country who overwhelmingly
support the recovery of endangered species. It
is only through this kind of modification that
land owners, developers and others will re-
ceive the assurances under the ESA that they
require to make long term business decisions.
If we do not make these changes to the law,
we might save the Act, but we won’t save spe-
cies.

————

OLDER AMERICANS ACT
REAUTHORIZATION BILL

HON. MATTHEW G. MARTINEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 3, 1999

Mr. MARTINEZ. Mr. Speaker, the Older
Americans Act has been reauthorized 12
times since its enactment in 1965. However,
this historically bipartisan initiative, which pro-
vides vital services to millions of needy sen-
iors across the country, has been held hos-
tage to partisan politics the last several years
and as such, has not been authorized since
1995. However, | hold much hope for its reau-
thorization during the 106th Congress.

Last week, | joined my colleagues—Mr.
CLAY, Mr. GOODLING, Mr. McKEON, and Mr.
BARRETT—in introducing a bipartisan Older
Americans Act reauthorization bill. This bill, |
am confident, is the first step in a joint process
to strengthen and improve the Older Ameri-
cans Act.

Although | do not doubt that Members will
have differences of opinion as we proceed
with the process of reauthorizing the many
programs and services provided under the
Older Americans Act, | am encouraged by this
very bipartisan beginning and by the commit-
ment demonstrated thus far to working
through those differences keeping the best in-
terest of those who are served by the Act—the
seniors—in the forefront.

———

McDONALD COUNTY, MISSOURI
CELEBRATES SESQUICENTENNIAL

HON. ROY BLUNT

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 3, 1999

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, today begins a
year long celebration of McDonald County,
Missouri’s sesquicentennial.

McDonald County is tucked away in the
very southwest corner of my congressional
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district, bounded on the south by our good
neighbors in Arkansas and our friends in Okla-
homa on the west. McDonald County is noted
for its friendly folks and scenic beauty. Clear
streams and majestic limestone bluffs have
long been attractions for sightseers and were
prominent in the stories of early settlers. Add
to that the booming economy and you have an
All-American place to raise a family, start a
business and put down or carefully nurture
“roots.” The population in McDonald County,
now over 20,000, is growing at more than
14% a year making it one of Missouri’s fastest
growing counties in its 150th year.

Only a few hundred people called McDonald
County, Missouri home when it was organized
on March 3, 1849. It was named after Revolu-
tionary War hero Alexander McDonald, a ser-
geant in the Continental Army. This year a se-
ries of events and observances will mark the
county’s milestone. March 3 is McDonald
County History Day observed at all county
buildings. Students will participate in art and
history exhibits, and there are picnics, parades
and festivities planned throughout the year.

The county seat at Pineville celebrates
“Jesse James Days” in August by reliving the
1938 filming of “Jesse James,” a movie pro-
duction that brought stars Henry Fonda, Ty-
rone Power and Randolph Scott to McDonald
County. In October the limestone bluffs and
clear streams become the backdrop for some
of North America’s best fall foliage.

McDonald County is a place for families and
small towns. Nearly 70 percent of the house-
holds are married families; half of those have
children at home. the largest towns in McDon-
ald County—Pineville, Anderson, Lanagan,
Noel, Jane and Southwest City—had fewer
than 2,000 people each at the last census.

McDonald County schools are meeting the
growth in population with the construction of
new schools all over the county—and they are
doing it without federal handouts or new taxes
(something Washington could learn from). The
school system is financially stable and is “pay-
ing as it goes.” County and city governments
are also keeping up with the growth with a
positive eye on the future. Economic develop-
ment and infrastructure needs are constantly
scrutinized and considered.

The economy is strong. A number of new
businesses are springing up. A $53-million
poultry industry makes McDonald County the
leading livestock producing county in Missouri.
Many of its residents work in McDonald Coun-
ty, but some commute to work in other places
in a growing Southwest Missouri.

McDonald County is in America’s heartland.
Within a hundred miles there are lakes and
streams like Table Rock Lake and Roaring
River, as well as the Mark Twain National For-
est and live entertainment in Branson. There
is a diversity of good jobs and professions,
churches of many faiths and institutions of
higher learning that abound in the region.
McDonald County is a great place to live and
work.

Happy Sesquicentennial, McDonald County,
Missouri.
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CONGRATULATING SANTA CLARA
COUNTY HUMAN RELATIONS
AWARD RECIPIENTS

HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 3, 1999

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, it is a great
honor to congratulate the exceptional people
and groups in Santa Clara County who have
earned the Human Relations Award. The
award, presented last week by the Santa
Clara County Human Relations Commission,
recognizes their exceptional service to the
community in the area of human and civil
rights.

The honorees are a diverse group—people
of different ages, nationalities, languages, col-
ors, and cultures—united by their efforts to im-
prove the lives of those in need. They make
an important difference in the community and
are an inspiration to us all.

The Human Relations Award recipients are:

Mary Bernier, a full-time volunteer who
works to make the community aware of major
social and economic issues.

Cathy Bouchard, who assists people with
developmental disabilities reach their potential
and realize their dreams.

Meg Bowman, a true community activist, ed-
ucator, and untiring advocate on behalf of
women.

Don Burt, M.D., a doctor who volunteers
regularly at the Rota Care Clinic in Morgan Hill
and works to promote better relationships be-
tween various cultural and ethnic groups.

Rita and Larry Demkowsky, who serve the
poor and needy through Loaves and Fishes.

Dzung C. Do, an attorney at Asian Law Alli-
ance who has helped over 16 different lan-
guage groups work toward citizenship.

Barbara Emerich, who advocates for chil-
dren and quality public education as an active
member of the 6th District PTA, League of
Women Voters, and Violence Prevention
Council.

Cliff M. Eppard, who works to assure that
basic food, safety, and financial needs are of-
fered to seniors and others.

Nancy Flanagan, who has united the board
and staff of Alliance for Community Care, a
consolidation of three major mental health
agencies.

Experanza Garcia-Walters, who has made
significant contributions through her years of
community involvement with the Latino Nurses
Association, Planned Parenthood, and the His-
panic Foundation.

Victor Garza, who has long shown true
dedication to the community in a number of
roles. He is a former member and Chair of the
Human Relations Commission; founder and
Chair of La Raza Roundtable; Vice Chair of
the Mexican Heritage Corporation; and volun-
teer with the American Gl Forum, America
Heart Association, and E.O.P. Advisory Board
of the Evergreen Valley-San Jose Community
College District. Victor is always ready to work
towards building a community of respect and
concern for all.

Andrew Gonzales, the past president of La
Raza Lawyers Association, has established a
scholarship banquet for incoming law students
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