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not have enough money or are behind sched-
ule in performing Y2K conversions. And the
story is the same throughout the country in the
many cities, counties, towns and territories:
time is running out or the money has already
ran out.

This bill, which | am introducing today will
establish a program that will allow states and
territories to apply for funding to initiate Y2K
conversions of state computer systems, which
distribute federal money for vital welfare pro-
grams such as Medicaid, Food Stamps, the
supplemental nutrition program for women, in-
fants and children, Child Support Enforcement,
Child Care and Child Welfare and Temporary
Assistance for Needy Families. Through the
application of Y2K technical assistance funds
for these programs, we can insure that the
lifeblood of many of the poorest Americans will
not be disrupted by the turn of the calendar.

This vital legislation is the house companion
bill to the Moynihan-Bennett-Dodd bill (S. 174)
as introduced in the Senate. We have modi-
fied the original Senate vehicle to insure that
the territories and the District of Columbia will
not be excluded from this important program—
an apparent and accidental oversight of the
Senate version. | urge all my colleagues to
support this bi-partisan, fiscally responsible
and necessary legislation. | would like to thank
my colleagues Ms. CHRISTIAN-CHRISTENSEN,
Ms. NORTON, Mr. ROMERO-BARCELO and Mr.
FALEOMAEVEGA for lending their support as the
representatives from the territories of the U.S.
Finally, | want to especially thank Representa-
tive HORN and Senators MOYNIHAN, BENNETT,
and DopD for taking the lead on educating all
Americans on the Y2K problem as well as leg-
islating wise solutions to ameliorate its poten-
tially harmful effects.

———

POUDRE SCHOOL DISTRICT
SUPPORT SERVICES CENTER

HON. BOB SCHAFFER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 4, 1999

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay humble tribute to the people of the
Poudre School District Support Services Cen-
ter in Colorado for their efforts to help the
needy during the holidays. | commend the fac-
ulty as well as all the students, parents, and
individuals who contributed to their benefit.
Their selfless dedication has provided warmth,
comfort, and happiness to families in Colo-
rado. That the center produced presents for
75 needy boys and girls is testament to the
true meaning of the spirit of Christmas and
Hanukkah. Let us remember, as these good
people have, that the holiday season is one of
giving, one of joy, and one of hope. Let their
example during the holidays be a beacon to
us all throughout the year.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

INTRODUCTION OF THE PROMPT
COMPENSATION ACT

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 4, 1999

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, all of us have
heard from constituents in our districts who
are frustrated with the process by which the
federal government provides compensation to
landowners for the private property it acquires
through condemnation proceedings. As you
know, federal agencies obtain property for all
types of reasons, from community and infra-
structure development to environmental con-
cerns. Unfortunately, the problem is that this
procedure often takes years to complete.
Though legally the property owner may de-
velop their property during this process, real-
istically they are discouraged from doing so. It
is for this reason that | am introducing The
Prompt Compensation Act.

Currently, the federal government has two
available procedures to obtain private prop-
erty. The first is “straight condemnation”,
wherein a federal agency requests that the
Justice Department file a “complaint in com-
pensation” with a district court. It is the court’s
responsibility to ascertain the value of the
land, utilizing testimony from the federal agen-
cy, the property owners and the appropriate
appraisers. Once the court has come to a de-
cision, the federal government has the option
of compensating the property owner with the
adjudicated price, or moving for a dismissal.
The landowner is compensated only if the fed-
eral government accepts the adjudicated price.
Though the federal government forfeits its in-
terest in the property if it moves for a dis-
missal, the property owner has been deprived
of time, revenue and, in some cases, overall
value in their land. It is important to remember
that not until a judgment is rendered does the
United States obtain title and possession of
the property.

The second and more expeditious proce-
dure is commonly referred to as “quick take.”
This is utilized in instances where waiting for
a court decision before taking possession of
the property is not acceptable. In this proce-
dure, the United States assumes title of the
property immediately, or at any time before
judgment, by simply filing a “declaration of
taking” along with the complaint in condemna-
tion and depositing with the court an amount
of money equal to the estimated value of the
land. Normal protocol is then followed, with
the court ascertaining the value of the prop-
erty, and the balance is issued to the land-
owner.

The Prompt Compensation Act will require
the federal government to deposit with the
court an amount equal to the estimated value
of the land within 90 days or it must forfeit its
interest in the property, thus making the “quick
take” procedure the only alternative available.
The Prompt Compensation Act will make a
significant impact in curbing the takings au-
thority of the federal government, while at the
same time, strengthening the private property
rights of America’s landowners. | urge all my
colleagues to join me in this important endeav-
or.
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SOCIAL SECURITY GUARANTEE
INITIATIVE

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 2, 1999

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
as we debate our respective positions on So-
cial Security, let us be mindful of a critical
issue facing senior citizens—the prohibitively
high cost of prescription drugs. Medicare is
the main source of health care for the elderly,
yet it does not cover the cost of most prescrip-
tion drugs.

Many senior citizens live on a limited, fixed
income. The cost of prescription drugs is an
important issue because senior citizens are
more likely to suffer from chronic long-term ill-
nesses, such as diabetes, high blood pres-
sure, and Alzheimer's disease which require
medication.

Although prescription drugs are covered by
most private insurance, thirty-seven percent of
senior citizens do not have their own prescrip-
tion drug coverage. The average senior citizen
takes several medications a day (up to 30 pre-
scriptions a year) and many of them pay for
their own medications out of pocket.

Senior citizens who cannot afford their
medication may not fill them or may not take
the proper dosages which can endanger their
lives. Seniors who do not take their medication
risk living in pain, being hospitalized, or even
death.

The cost of prescription drugs directly af-
fects the health and welfare of the elderly. We
cannot force our senior citizens to make a
choice between buying food and buying their
medication. This should not be choice be-
tween life and death. We must offer plans to
reform the Medicare program that protect the
interests of our seniors.

———

IN HONOR OF MOORPARK HIGH
SCHOOL

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 4, 1999

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to Moorpark High School, which, for the
second consecutive year, will represent Ven-
tura County in the Academic Decathlon Cali-
fornia state finals on March 12.

These 16 students are representative of the
best and brightest our country has to offer. |
say that without exaggeration. Moorpark High
School's A Team is rated second-best in the
country—quite a feat for a relatively small high
school. And their coaches, head coach Larry
Jones and assistant coach Michelle Bergman,
are examples of what is right in our edu-
cational system today. Their dedication is to
be applauded.

Moorpark High School fielded two teams to
compete in the Ventura County Academic De-
cathlon against the best and brightest from
other country high schools on Feb. 6. At the
end of the day, Moorpark High’'s two teams
bested all the rest, coming in first and second.
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