3792

assistance. Many Members of Congress, as
well as the President, have committed them-
selves to saving Social Security and Medicare.
These efforts will require substantial invest-
ments, and we must be prudent with our
spending now so we can fulfill our obligation
to current and future retirees.

| believe that my vote was the right choice
in my efforts to help my constituents solve the
serious problems they face every day, and |
look forward to continuing to address the
needs of Oregonians with my votes in the
House of Representatives.

BAUDER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
HON. BOB SCHAFFER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 4, 1999

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay humble tribute to the students, teach-
ers, and parents of Bauder Elementary School
in Colorado for their efforts to help the needy
during the holidays. | commend the faculty of
Bauder, as well as all the students, parents
and individuals who contributed to this special
canned food drive. Their selfless dedication
has provided warmth, comfort, and happiness
to families in Colorado. That the school pro-
duced 4,600 cans of food, books, gift certifi-
cates, and toys for the benefit of local families
is testament to the true meaning of the spirit
of Christmas and Hanukkah. Let us remem-
ber, as these good people have, that the holi-
day season is one of giving, one of joy, and
one of hope. Let this example during the holi-
days, be a beacon to us all throughout the
year.

———

STUDENT HEALTH INSURANCE
PORTABILITY PROTECTION ACT
OF 1999

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 4, 1999

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
introduce the Student Health Insurance Port-
ability Protection Act of 1999.

In 1996 we made great strides in passing
the Kennedy-Kassebaum Health Insurance
Portability Protection Act. However, 14.3 mil-
lion college students covered by health insur-
ance plans sponsored by their college or uni-
versity are not covered under last year’s
health provisions. It is essential for college
students to fall under these provisions.

My bill requires college-sponsored health
plans to be portable and exclude long pre-ex-
isting condition waiting periods. College-spon-
sored plans will be considered as group plans
and allow students to go from college-spon-
sored plans to work-sponsored plans without
loss of coverage due to a pre-existing condi-
tion. Students will also be eligible for another
school’'s health plan when transferring from
university to university. This bill takes an im-
portant step in ensuring health care coverage
for our country’s college students at no extra
cost to the taxpayer.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

| ask my colleagues to join me in supporting
this bill and ensuring health care for our Na-
tion’s college students. Give them the health
care they need to enter the workforce. Do not
leave college students out of health care re-
form.

TRIBUTE TO LEWIS ENTZ

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 4, 1999

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take a moment to recognize the career of one
of Colorado’s leading statesman over the past
two decades, state Representative Lewis Entz.
In doing so, | would like to honor this indi-
vidual who, for so many years, has exempli-
fied the notion of public service and civic duty.
Now retired from the Colorado House of Rep-
resentatives, it is clear that Representative
Entz’s dynamic leadership in the Colorado
General Assembly will be greatly missed and
difficult to replace.

Elected to the Colorado House of Rep-
resentatives in 1982—a seat he would hold
until 1998, Representative Entz rose quickly to
positions of great influence within the House.
In 1989, Representative Entz was named
Chairman of the House Local Government
committee which he would chair until 1994.
While serving in the General Assembly, Rep-
resentative Entz was best known for his tire-
less work on natural resource, agricultural and
local government issues. | feel privileged to
have had the opportunity to work closely with
him on many of these and other issues.

The number of honors and distinctions that
Representative Entz earned during his years
of outstanding service are too numerous to
list, and too few to do justice to his contribu-
tions to the state of Colorado.

1998 marked the end of Representative
Entz’s tenure in elected office and the state of
Colorado is worse off in his absence. Mr.
Speaker, there are few people in Colorado’s
proud history who have served as selflessly
and distinguishedly as did Representative
Entz. His career embodied the citizen-legis-
lator ideal and was a model that every official
in elected office, including myself, should seek
to emulate. The citizens of Colorado owe Rep-
resentative Entz a debt of gratitude and | wish
him well in his well-deserved retirement.

————

WE WANT THE BEST FOR OUR
CHILDREN

HON. STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 4, 1999

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to speak to the issue of school construc-
tion. Education is one area we cannot short-
change. It has been statistically proven and
exhaustively mentioned in this Chamber that
children learn better in smaller classes.

It has also been proven that children need
access to technology and other resources to
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be successful. One way to do that is to build
areas that are reflective of these technological
developments and trends—new schools.

| respect the fact that my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle agree that new schools
are an important key to education. It is unfor-
tunate that those same people have spent 4
years blocking all significant school mod-
ernization initiatives.

The Archer proposal would only give limited
assistance to schools and targets the districts
that need this assistance the least.

We have all heard the stories of classes
being held in spaces not intended as class-
rooms. Students are being taught in trailers,
gyms, lunchrooms, and closets.

Statistics show there is a national school in-
frastructure backlog of needed repair totaling
$112 billion. We now know that nearly one-
third of all schools are in need of extensive re-
pair or replacement.

As this need for school repair continues to
mount so does the pressure on our students
to succeed and compete with their peers inter-
nationally.

To level the playing field we must provide
our students with the tools of success. They
need computers with access to the Internet,
smaller classes, well-trained teachers, and
modern schools. We should never again hear
tales of learning in closets or trailers in parking
lots.

We have the opportunity in this Congress to
help our future. Mr. Speaker, | hope that we
can enact meaningful legislation that will give
American children a chance to soar.

In closing | ask:

We want the best for our children, the best
for our country, and the best for our future.
Why then do we not get our house, or school
house, in order?

———

CACHE LAPOUDRE ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL

HON. BOB SCHAFFER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 4, 1999

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay humble tribute to the students, teachers
and parents of Cache La Poudre Elementary
School in Colorado for their efforts to help the
needy during the holidays. | commend the fac-
ulty of the school as well as all the students,
parents, and individuals who contributed to
their special canned food drive. Their selfless
dedication has provided warmth, comfort, and
happiness to families in Colorado. That the
school produced so much from their food drive
for the benefit of local families through the
Salvation Army is testament to the true mean-
ing of the spirit of Christmas and Hanukkah.
Let us remember, as these good people have,
that the holiday season is one of giving, one
of joy, and one of hope. Let the children’s ex-
ample during the holidays be a beacon to us
all throughout the year.
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