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(i) This section shall become effective 1
day after enactment of this Act.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to a period of morning business with
Members permitted to speak for up to
10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

THE EDUCATION FLEXIBILITY
BILL

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, if I could
briefly comment on the process we just
went through and where we are with
regard to this bill, Ed-Flex, the edu-
cation flexibility bill, that is the un-
derlying bill. It has broad bipartisan
support. The President is for it. He had
suggested we should pass it last year.
We did not get it done, but he went be-
fore the National Governors’ Associa-
tion and called again for this legisla-
tion and says that he supports it. The
National Governors’ Association—all 50
of the Governors—supported a resolu-
tion in support of this bill, education
flexibility.

Twelve States have this flexibility
now. My State is not one of those. It
has been working quite well, I under-
stand, in Massachusetts and in Mary-
land and other States where they now
have this option in those 12 States. The
rest of us want it.

I just came from Chester, PA, earlier
today, and Pennsylvania does not have
this education flexibility. They would
like to have it. They desperately would
like to have it. The Governor of that
State said: Please, give me this option.
Let’s waive some of this paperwork and
the regulatory requirements. Let’s
have this option so we can give schools
the flexibility, at the local level, to
make these decisions to where the
funds can best be used but results
based. We need to see the proof that it
actually is working. And all of that is
included in this legislation.

But in spite of that broad bipartisan
support that we wanted to continue to
show with this legislation, we now see
there is a raft of amendments devel-
oping that would undermine or stop or
add to, explode this legislation. I have
asked the Members on this side of the
aisle to try to withhold a whole num-
ber of amendments.

We started off the first week—last
week or the week before last—with a
very broad bill in support of our mili-
tary men and women. The Soldiers’,
Sailors’, Airmen’s and Marines’ Bill of
Rights passed overwhelmingly. I be-
lieve that if we can get to a direct vote
on Ed-Flex to waive this bureaucratic
redtape that the vote would probably
be 98-2 or 100-0. But now we see, with
all these amendments being offered,
and with us having no option but to
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add amendments of our own, with sup-
port for the special education commit-
ment being fulfilled that we have not
done, that this legislation now is being
bogged down.

We see that the first bill of the year
that has broad bipartisan support is
now approaching gridlock. Let’s don’t
do that. Free the Ed-Flex bill. Let’s let
this bill go. There will be other oppor-
tunities for Democrats and Repub-
licans to offer their ideas on education
on other bills this year. We have the
reauthorization of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act coming up.
There will be plenty of opportunities to
offer that. I would like for us to have
another day or 2 to discuss the under-
lying bill and then vote. Let’s get it
done. I think it is good that we are
having an education debate even on
those issues that we might not have
agreement, but let’s find a way to
move this legislation through.

I have encouraged the Members, the
Senators that are involved with this,
to come up with some recommenda-
tions of how maybe we could have a
limited number of amendments and
then go on to final passage. But again,
I call on Senators to free this impor-
tant legislation. Let’s give these other
States this opportunity. Let’s see if we
can’t get more decisions made at the
local level and give them the option to
decide whether this money should go
for teachers or to repair roofs or tech-
nology for computers—whatever it may
be. But in one school, perhaps, they
need a greater emphasis on excellence
in reading; in another school maybe
they don’t have a single computer in
the classrooms.

Let’s give them the option, the flexi-
bility to use these Federal funds with-
out Federal Government mandates
that you must use it here, you must
use it there. I think the American peo-
ple would support that. I know the
Governors do. We say we do. Let’s find
a way to get this legislation passed.

I urge the leaders and the managers
of the legislation to see if they can
come up with some ways to get this
bill completed in the next 2 days. But
for now we will have a cloture vote on
Tuesday. We will have at least one clo-
ture vote, I guess maybe two, on
Wednesday. And maybe in the interim
we can find a way to get an agreement
to provide for final passage.

I yield the floor.

Mr. KENNEDY addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Massachusetts.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I ap-
preciate very much the statement of
the majority leader on the issue that is
before us, the Ed-Flex legislation. If
you look back over the history, it was
officially initiated by an amendment
by the Senator from Oregon, Senator
Hatfield, and myself. It was initially
provided that six States were going to
have the power of waiver, and then
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when we considered the Goals 2000 we
added six more States.

So many of us on this side are very
familiar with the legislation, are very
familiar with the record that has been
made, and are in support of the kind of
accountability that the majority lead-
er has stated. We are eager to see this
legislation move towards completion.
But we want to point out too, as the
majority leader knows, that the under-
lying legislation may very well be the
major opportunity for debate on edu-
cation this year. Because the Elemen-
tary/Secondary Education Act does not
expire until next year, it may very well
not be up at that time.

We will have a chance to express a
sense of the Senate on the budget
items. We will look forward to debating
appropriations. That is generally the
last piece of legislation that comes
here in October. But this may very well
be the only serious debate on education
for the whole year. That is why, given
the fact that there is not an extensive
or busy calendar, given the importance
of the issue—education—to families all
over the country, and given the timeli-
ness of the particular issue—the Mur-
ray amendment in terms of giving as-
surances to local communities all
across the country—it is imperative
that we have an opportunity for the
Senate to address this issue in a brief
way. Senator MURRAY has indicated
her willingness to enter into a reason-
able time limit to move toward a dis-
position of that legislation and that
particular amendment.

I just finally remind our colleagues
that our leader, Senator DASCHLE, had
indicated that he would urge short
time limits on as few as five or six
amendments. I would think that Sen-
ator DASCHLE might even be able to get
a reduction to maybe even four amend-
ments, even though there are many
Members here who have plans and be-
lieve they are important. We could dis-
pose of all of this in the period of a
day, if not a day and a half.

It seems to me that it is not unrea-
sonable to say that on this issue which
is of central importance and signifi-
cance to families all across this coun-
try—the issue over partnership, the
Federal Government working with the
States and local communities—that we
address the issue of class size, and we
also address the very important issue
of the funding of the IDEA.

I think we can find very, very broad
support for making sure that local
communities are going to have the
funding for IDEA, but I also think if
put to a vote we would have a strong
majority of Republicans and Demo-
crats in favor of giving the commu-
nities across this country some help
and assistance in terms of class size.
That is something that every parent
understands. It is something every
teacher understands and every student
understands.
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